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Declaration of  the International  Cooperative Al l iance for  the Americas 
regarding the International  Year of  Fami ly Farming (2014)  

 
Considering:  
 

1.  That according to  FAO, in  2011-2013 a total  of 842 mil l ion people 

were affected by chronic hunger –  around one in eight  people in 

the world.  A lthough the trend  of  reduction in the number of 

people affected by hunger  has continued, in  this  period  the pace 

of  this  reduction has decreased.  

2.  That according to FAO, in  2010-2012 due to the deceleration in 

the economic growth of  the countries in  this  region,  there was a  

fal l  in  the trend to reduce the number of  undernourished persons  

in Lat in America and the Caribbean;  there are almost 49 mil l ion 

people  who suffer from hunger now.  

3.  That,  according to the analysis  of  the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC),  although poverty 

has showed a reduction  trend in the last  years,  i t  st i l l  persists,  

and rural  poverty is  st i l l  around 50%. This is  a clear indic ator of 

this  subcontinent as the most unequal  region in the world.   

4.  That,  despite the fact  that  the context  of  high international  prices 

for certain export  goods has meant an improvement in the  

posit ion of  Lat in America an d the Caribbean in international agri -

food trade,  this  has no decisively  contribu ted to a reduction in 

poverty and social  inequal ity,  especial ly  in  the rural  world.   

5.  That,  according to the analysis  of  the FAO, the pol it ical  context 

shows that  international  organizat ions and var ious governments 

are more prone to the promotion and encouragement of  family  

farming and food security and sovereignty.  They are also 

al locat ing more public resources and  transferr ing income  with 

social  purposes.   
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6.  That,  the United Nations declared 201 4 International  Year of 

Family Farming  with  the object ive of  i ncreasing vis ibi l i ty of  family 

farming and small -scale agriculture  as well  as re posit ioning 

family farming  at  the center of agricultural ,  environmental  and 

social   pol icies in  nat ional  agendas.   

 
ICA-Americas Board met in ordinary session Guanajuato, Mexico on 
December 6th, 2013 and:  
 

1.  Sharing with other organizat ion of  the civi l  society and social  

movements in  the region the feel ing and convict ion that  the 2014 

International  Year of  Family Farming -  IYFF -  is  a good opportunity 

to develop relat ions  and coordination  at  regional  and national 

level,  in  favour of  the development of  this  important sector.   

2.  Analyzing the possibi l i t ies of  making the most of  inst itut ional 

l imited resources and agreements s igned with FAO and other 

international  organizat ions.   

3.  Analyzing the possibi l i t ies of  developing act ions in the framework  

of  the inst itut ional  strategic plan  and the Blueprint  for a 

Cooperat ive Decade,  

 
Agrees:  
 

1.  To consider the development of agricultural  cooperat ives 

integrated by prod ucers associated to family farming  a strategic  

issue,  so as to contribute to food security and sovereignty.  

2.  To express it  wi l l ingness to part icipate in the act ivit ies  of  the IYFF 

strengthening relations with representat ive organizat ions  of  

Family Farming at  nat ional  and regional levels.   
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3.  To manage the col laborat ion of the FAO and other international 

organizat ions to  organize dif ferent act ivit ies during th e 

International  Year of  Family Farming .   

4.  To col laborate  with other regional  organizat ions and social  

movements which are representat ive  of the Family Farming  based 

on a joint ly elaborated program.  

5.  To promote advocacy act iv it ies that  place public pol icies in  favo r 

of  the development of  Family Farming  through cooperat ive s in  a 

central  posit ion.  

6.  To urge cooperat ive  organizat ions in the Americas to act ive ly 

col laborate with  agriculture cooperat ives in  the Americas for the 

development of  an act ion plan for the International  Year of  Famil y  

Farming.  

 

 
Guanajuato, Mexico, 6th December 2013 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Ramón Imperial Zúñiga                                      Manuel Mariño 
President             Regional Director 
ICA-Américas           ICA-Américas                                                  

 


