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{ The Editor’s Pen }     
 

In this first annual edition of our CoopsAmericas Newsletter we wanted to present a 

selection of topics related to the current situation of the cooperative movement at re-

gional and global level. First of all, the Committee for the Promotion and Advance-

ment of Co-operatives (COPAC), currently chaired by the International Co-operative 

Alliance, has defined and announced the theme on which will focus the celebrations 

of a new International Day of Cooperatives: inclusion. This issue was not only chosen 

because of the unquestionably leading role played by co-operatives throughout the 

world for the integration of all those who are victims of some kind of economic or 

social exclusion, but also because complements the key themes on the agenda of the 

UN High-level Policy Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Development and the Global 

Conference of the Alliance, both to be carried out during this same year. 

In addition, we include the text of two important statements. On the one hand, the 

message of the International Cooperative Alliance for the International Women's Day 

2017, which this year focuses on the creation of a favorable working and social envi-

ronment for women to achieve a 50-50 planet by 2030. On the other hand, we present 

the full text of the statement “No walls, nor exclusions, nor financial globalization”, 

adopted in last February by the Board of Co-operatives of the Americas, to reject the 

model of globalization controlled by the concentrated financial capital and its conse-

quences. 

We also present the foundational report for the Alliance’s Doing Co-operative Busi-

ness (DCB) project, which proposes a methodology to measure the enabling environ-

ment for co-operatives in different countries around the world. Furthermore, we report 

on the main conclusions of the International Seminar on “Co-operatives and the Sus-

tainable Development Goals”, organized by the Alliance and the Organization of Bra-

zilian Co-operatives in São Paulo, coinciding with the meeting of the Board of the Al-

liance at that city and attended by leading figures of the regional and global move-

ment. 

This edition also includes information on the first evaluation and planning meeting of 

the project “Cooperatives in development”, co-funded by the Alliance and the Europe-

an Union, which provided an opportunity to greet our colleagues from the World Of-

fice and the other regional offices of the Alliance, and to jointly outline the next steps 

of this important initiative. This edition is completed with information about our par-

ticipation on a new meeting of the EU Policy Forum on Development, and an innova-

tive initiative launched by CICOPA to collect data about youth cooperatives organized 

worldwide. 

Finally, we make the initial announcement about the 20th Regional Conference of Co-

operatives of the Americas to be held in the month of October at the Azul Ixtapa Hotel 

& Convention Center, located at Ixtapa Zihuatanejo in the State of Guerrero, Mexico. 

We are already working intensely in the organization of this event, so we hope to 

count on your presence, together with a significant number of representatives of coop-

eratives throughout the region and the rest of the world. Please, save the date!  

 

Manuel Mariño 

Regional Director 
of Co-operatives 
of the Americas 
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Co-operators around the world will 

celebrate the theme of inclusion on 

1 July 2017 during the United Na-

tions International Day of Co-

operatives, with the slogan "Co-

operatives ensure no one is left be-

hind".  

The theme was selected unani-

mously by the members of the 

Committee for the Promotion and 

Advancement of Co-operatives 

(COPAC), which the International 

Co-operative Alliance currently 

chairs. 

“Inclusion not only captures the 

people-focused nature of co-

operative enterprises, but also ech-

oes the co-operative principles of 

voluntary and open membership, 

democratic member control and 

member economic participation. 

Co-operatives provide a space 

where all people, regardless of 

race, gender, culture, social back-

ground or economic circumstance, 

can meet their needs and build bet-

ter communities”, said the Alliance 

on the occasion of the announce-

ment of the theme. 

Inclusion complements the priority 

theme of the 2017 High-level Poli-

cy Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable 

Development: “Eradicating pov-

erty and promoting prosperity in a 

changing world”. The HLPF will 

take place from 10-19 July 2017, 

shortly after the International Day. 

The HLPF will see voluntary na-

tional reviews on the 2030 Agenda 

from many countries and review 

implementation of SDGs 1, 2, 3, 5, 

9, 14, and 17. 

The HLPF will be an ideal forum 

to showcase cooperative contribu-

tions to the SDGs, given the con-

centration of high-level govern-

mental and UN officials in New 

York to discuss sustainable devel-

opment issues. 

COPAC will therefore organize the 

celebration of the 2017 Internation-

al Day of Co-operatives at the 

United Nations during the HLPF.  

The theme of inclusion also com-

plements the Alliance’s Global 

Conference theme: “Putting people 

at the centre of development”. The 

Global Conference will take place 

in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 15-

16 November 2017. 

The Alliance will release more de-

tails about the International Day, 

and several tools to celebrate it 

at http://www.coopsday.coop.  

BACKGROUND 

The Alliance first celebrated the 

International Day in 1923. In 1994, 

thanks to the lobbying efforts made 

through COPAC, the United Na-

tions recognized and reaffirmed 

that co-operatives have an im-

portant role to play in economic, 

social and cultural development 

and proclaimed an UN Internation-

al Day of Co-operatives to be cele-

brated for the first time in 1995, 

marking the centenary of the estab-

lishment of ICA. 

The UN requested all its member 

governments to join with their co-

operative movements to celebrate 

the day. The decision of the UN to 

celebrate an international day with 

ICA highlights the complementari-

ty of the goals and objectives of the 

United Nations and the internation-

al cooperative movement. Both the 

ICA and UN Days are celebrated 

on the same day - the first Saturday 

in July every year. Since 1995, ICA 

and the United Nations through 

COPAC jointly set the theme for 

the celebration of each Internation-

al Day.  
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María Eugenia Pérez Zea, Chair-

person of the Gender Equality 

Committee of the International Co-

operative Alliance issued a declara-

tion on the occasion of Internation-

al Women’s Day 2017. 

STATEMENT OF THE INTER-

NATIONAL  CO-OPERATIVE 

ALLIANCE 

"WOMEN IN A CHANGING 

LABOR WORLD: TOWARDS A 

50-50 PLANET IN 2030" 

The world of labor is a crucial sce-

nario for the development of wom-

en and men in which wide gaps 

and gender disparities persist. 

Women are still given job opportu-

nities, and are treated and evaluat-

ed differently in the workplace, 

around the world. 

Today the international organiza-

tions that advocate this issue con-

tinue to show us truly worrying 

figures. Women account for less 

than 40 percent of the total em-

ployment in the world. The chanc-

es for women to participate in the 

labor market remains almost 27 

percent points lower than that for 

men. Women are more likely to be 

unemployed, with unemployment 

rates of 6.2 percent compared to 

5.5 percent for men. The wage gap 

is estimated at 23 percent which 

means that women earn 77 percent 

of what men earn. 

We are still facing a pending issue. 

Poverty continues to affect women 

more, they have a greater overall 

workload, there is a gap in labor 

participation, higher unemploy-

ment rates and a greater insertion 

in the informal sector of the econo-

my. Women have less access to so-

cial security and are overrepresent-

ed in the sectors of lower produc-

tivity, status and income. 

The quality of women’s jobs re-

mains a challenge, and it is the 

same for formal as for informal 

employment. Although half the 

working women in the world earn 

a salary this does not guarantee 

them a better-quality job. In fact, it 

is known that 40 percent of formal 

women workers do not contribute 

to social security systems in their 

countries. 

A major concern of the Internation-

al Co-operative Alliance, ICA, re-

fers to the areas of discrimination 

that are new or not visible yet, such 

as the "feminization" of women 

migrating or the discrimination 

based on immigration status in-

cluding harassment, exploitation, 

denial of social security, and very 

low salaries. 

MESSAGE OF THE ALLIANCE ON 
THE OCCASION OF INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY "#$% 
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Other areas of special attention are 

the low participation of women in 

collective bargain agreements. The 

increasing unemployment rate 

among young women and the dis-

crimination based on sexual orien-

tation leads to harassment at work 

and wage discrepancies ranging 

from 3 to 30 percent. Also, it is im-

portant to look at the number of re-

tired women who receive a pension 

which is 10.6 percent points lower 

than that of men demonstrating that 

almost 65 percent of the people 

over the age of retirement not re-

ceiving a regular pension are wom-

en. 

In a labor market where an autono-

mous personnel is continuously 

predominant, the geographical mo-

bility, input value, computer net-

works, telecommuting, social net-

works, and new business models 

that challenge traditional structures 

and entrepreneurship, female em-

powerment and access to suitable 

education for women and girls is 

crucial.  

We must help them prepare for a 

new world, ensuring that innova-

tions, far from creating new gaps 

and reasons for discrimination are 

new paths for a different way of in-

corporating women in the employ-

ment industry. This all becomes a 

challenge when we take the 5 to 7 

million job eradication expected to 

decline by 2020. 

Another phenomenon that is rooted 

in the basis of several types of dis-

crimination are gender stereotypes 

and society’s expectations regard-

ing the roles that women must as-

sume. From the ICA we consider 

this a matter of great concern, since 

it overlaps the models of aging, so-

cial organization and cultural pat-

terns, in a society that diminishes 

what is "feminine" from all aspects 

viewed. Far from a romantic vi-

sion, we collaboratively bet on a 

society that values indicators of 

well-being and happiness, more 

than the economic and financial. 

Therefore, in the basis of all ac-

tions we must maintain and advo-

cate the restoration of work and 

family life. 

A pre-requisite for these purposes 

is always education, the principle 

of principles in a cooperative phi-

losophy. Today, 62 million girls all 

over the world, between the ages of 

5 and 15 do not attend school, or 

are lagging in academic progress of 

their upper secondary educations. 

We have been warned from other 

international agencies that if these 

current trends prevail it will take 

more than 70 years to completely 

fill gender wage inequality, and 

facing this does not only depend on 

better levels of economic growth in 

these countries. It is imperative 

that we transform favorable work-

ing and social environments for 

women to achieve a 50-50 planet 

by 2030, and a precondition for 

meeting the sustainable develop-

mental agenda. 

In commemoration of the Interna-

tional Women’s Day, from the In-

ternational Cooperative Alliance, 

we extend the call to the world’s 

cooperatives strengths with our 

commitment to the daily Sustaina-

ble Development Goals, and to 

maintain our adherence to coopera-

tive principles and values as pow-

erful strategies to address persis-

tent gender inequalities in the work 

industry. Collaboration between 

cooperatives in support of these 

purposes is vital, as well as a stra-

tegic alliance with governments 

and other economic sectors of de-

velopment. 
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It is imperative that 

we transform 

favorable working and 

social environments 

for women to achieve 

a 50-50 planet by 

2030, and a 

precondition for 

meeting the 

sustainable 

developmental 

agenda. 

“ 

”



 

Co-operatives of the Americas is-

sued a statement rejecting the mod-

el of globalization controlled by 

the concentrated financial capital 

that results in an even greater deep-

ening of inequality and exclusion, 

and encouragement of xenophobic 

proposals, while at the same time 

jeopardizes world peace. 

DECLARATION BY  

CO-OPERATIVES OF THE  

AMERICAS, REGION OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERA-

TIVE ALLIANCE 

Adopted by the Board of Directors, 

Panama, February 17, 2017 

NO WALLS, NOR  

EXCLUSIONS, NOR  

FINANCIAL  

GLOBALIZATION 

CONSIDERING: 

That globalization, controlled by 

the concentrated financial capital is 

putting at risk the international 

agreements that form the basis un-

der which human beings attempt to 

live together in peace, and that 

which are now giving rise to xeno-

phobic rhetoric; 

That civil rights laboriously forged 

after the great wars of the 20th cen-

tury are put at risk and the concen-

tration of wealth acquires levels 

that affect the economic, social and 

environmental stability of the plan-

et; 

That in the American continent the 

worst example of this trend is the 

wall that the U.S. government 

wants to build on its border with 

Mexico; 

That this is blatantly contradictory 

to the obligations assumed by 

States party to the Universal Decla-

ration of Human Rights and the 

Charter of The United Nations and 

the Organization of American 

States (OAS); 

That the concentration of economic 

power incites social injustice and 

erodes peace among peoples; 

That historically, the cooperative 

movement has held that peace must 

be backed by an economic model 

that supports it; 

That to ensure that women and 

men are not expelled by violence 

and poverty, it is necessary to re-

build the social fabric and an econ-

omy where there is a place for eq-

uitable participation among people; 

That it is necessary to consolidate a 

strong sector of the cooperative 

and solidarity economy, which 

contributes to the democratization 

of the economy; 

And, that cooperation in the Amer-

icas and the world has demonstrat-

ed its contribution to peace and the 

resolution of conflicts that generate 

violence and has facilitated the in-

sertion of migrants and refugees in 

an economic model based on soli-

darity and where the human being 

is at the axis of concern. 

NO WALLS, NOR EXCLUSIONS, 
NOR FINANCIAL GLOBALIZATION 
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now giving rise to 

xenophobic rhetoric.  
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THEREFORE, 

The Board of Directors of Cooper-

atives of the Americas DE-

CLARES that it: 

■ Repudiates the construction of 

the wall on the US-Mexico bor-

der as an ostensible sign of a 

xenophobic, racist or warmon-

gering policy that promotes dis-

crimination and protects the 

concentration of economic pow-

er in one territory to the detri-

ment of global sustainable de-

velopment. 

■ Calls upon all States parties to 

fully respect the commitments 

made in the Universal Declara-

tion of Human Rights, the Char-

ter of the United Nations and 

the OAS, in particular the com-

mitment to join efforts to ensure 

that international social justice 

prevails in their relations and 

for their peoples to achieve inte-

gral development, as indispen-

sable conditions for peace and 

security. 

■ Reaffirms its commitment to 

promoting peace throughout the 

continent based on the values of 

cooperation as a model that is 

based on solidarity, reciprocity 

and community responsibility. 

■ Reaffirms its commitment to 

promoting that cooperatives col-

laborate in the fight for equal 

access to services and opportu-

nities for migrants and refugees 

from around the world. 

■ Calls on all member organiza-

tions of Cooperatives of the 

Americas to disseminate this 

Declaration, accompanied by 

the Declaration of the Fourth 

Cooperative Summit of the 

Americas, adopted in Montevi-

deo in November 2016, which 

noted that "alarming data on in-

equality in the distribution of 

wealth on a global scale are the 

result of processes linked to 

enormous imbalances of power 

on a global scale, “and that 

achieving the aspirations of 

equality and equity that inspire 

our movement require a con-

scious and systematic action. 

There is no place or time for na-

iveties. The dispute is econom-

ic, social, cultural, communica-

tional, political, territorial and 

environmental." 

Thus, with inter-American cooper-

ation and democratization of the 

economy, our continent can present 

to the world a model of dialogue, 

inclusion and peace as the alterna-

tive to the financial globalization 

and xenophobic proposals. 

INTEGRACIÓN COOPERATIVA  //  Número 23  //  Marzo 2016 
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With inter-American 

cooperation and 

democratization of the 

economy, our 

continent can present 

to the world a model 

of dialogue, inclusion 

and peace as the 

alternative to the 

financial 

globalization and 

xenophobic proposals.  

“ 

”



 

The evaluation and planning meet-

ing of the project “Cooperatives in 

development - people-centered bu-

sinesses in action”, co-funded by 

the European Union, was held in 

Costa Rica with the participation of 

20 officials from the International 

Cooperative Alliance and its re-

gional offices in Europe, Asia-

Pacific, Africa and the Americas.  

The meeting took place between 13 

and 16 March 2017 in the city of 

San Jose and followed a program 

organized around three themes: the 

analysis of the main activities car-

ried out, the formulation of the ac-

tion plan for the second year  of 

implementation (March 2017-

February 2018); and a training day 

on research, policy and administra-

tion issues. 

The specific objective of the pro-

ject is to strengthen and enable 187 

cooperative federations in 75 coun-

tries and their regional and global 

umbrella organizations to promote, 

develop and advocate the coopera-

tive enterprise model at national, 

regional and global levels on be-

half of their members.  

Also includes activities aimed to 

strengthen the Alliance network 

that will contribute to reinforce the 

regional and global structures, fa-

cilitate the development of a com-

mon identity, support policy dia-

logue and advocacy, and thus pro-

mote greater impact of the cooper-

ative movement worldwide on de-

velopment.  

Analyzing the main activities car-

ried out, Co-operatives of the 

Americas highlighted the follow-

ing: 

1. The preparation of the Strategic 

Plan 2017-2020 as part of the insti-

tutional development strategy. 

2. The workshop "Public policies, 

advocacy and identity" as part of 

the development of the capacities 

for political dialogue. 

3. The holding of the meetings of 

Parliamentarians and Cooperative 

Promotion Institutes, within the 

framework of the IV Montevideo 

Summit. The Declarations emanat-

ing from these meetings were high-

lighted as part of the political pro-

cesses promoted by Coops Ameri-

cas in the region. 

4. The participation of eight dele-

gates of Coops Americas in the Po-

“COOPERATIVES IN DEVELOPMENT” 
PROJECT FIRST YEAR REVIEW 
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litical Forum for Regional Devel-

opment, held in Antigua, Guatema-

la. 

5. Participation in the Regional As-

sembly of FAO in Mexico, as well 

as in the meeting on Food Security 

and Climate Change convened by 

CELAC in the Dominican Repub-

lic. 

6. The publication "Cooperatives: 

An Example of Commitment to the 

Goals of Sustainable Develop-

ment", which presents 15 coopera-

tive experiences related to poverty 

eradication, access to basic goods 

and services, environmental pro-

tection and the construction of a 

food system more sustainable. 

For Arturo Piedra-Santa, Coordina-

tor of the Development Area of Co

-operatives of the Americas, the 

event allowed for valuable conclu-

sions and lessons learned during 

this first year. 

“It is necessary to improve the de-

cision-making process among the 

various structures responsible for 

project execution, as well as to 

conduct prior consultations to ob-

tain input on the orientation and fo-

cus of project activities. It is also 

necessary to decentralize the com-

munication and contact between 

the participants of the regional 

teams, so that the people responsi-

ble for research, policies, commu-

nication, etc., can coordinate more 

easily,” he said. Piedra-Santa also 

noted that the pace of implementa-

tion of activities during the first 

year does not correspond to the 

planning. 

FACING SECOND YEAR 

During the activity in Costa Rica 

was also presented the Action Plan 

for the second year of the project. 

The plan highlights the following 

activities: 

■ Methodological and thematic 

training of project staff. 

■ Conducting research on legal 

frameworks, youth issues and a 

mapping process of member or-

ganizations. 

■ Strengthening advocacy capaci-

ties on cooperative development 

issues, ODS and EU cooperation 

in the region. 

■ Participation in political pro-

cesses and bilateral dialogue on 

the contribution of cooperatives 

to economic, social and political 

development at local, national 

and regional level. 

This first meeting of evaluation 

and planning concluded with three 

training sessions and thematic up-

date for each of the project teams 

linked to the tasks of project man-

agement, research and policy. The 

training activities included the col-

laboration of staff from Co-

opsAmericas, external consultants 

and the UNDP country office. 

The activity also provided an op-

portunity to take a look at the de-

velopment of the cooperative 

movement in Costa Rica, thanks to 

an exhibition by Jesús Villalobos, 

President of CONACOOP, one of 

the participating organizations of 

the project.  

To this presentation was added the 

field visit made to COOPRONA-

RANJO, a cooperative dedicated to 

the production, processing and 

marketing of coffee. 
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With the participation of Manuel 

Mariño, Regional Director of Co-

operatives of the Americas and Ar-

turo Piedra-Santa, Coordinator of 

the Development Department and 

Manager of the Cooperation Pro-

gram with the European Union, 

CoopsAmericas attended the Fifth 

Meeting of the Policy Forum on 

Development, held in Brussels, 

Belgium. 

The Fifth Meeting of the Policy 

Forum on Development (PFD) 

took place on 21, 22 and 23 March 

in the city of Brussels, the seat of 

the European Union. Was attended 

by 161 representatives of NGOs, 

cooperatives, trade unions, feminist 

organizations, local authorities and 

entrepreneurs from Africa, Asia-

Pacific, Europe and the Americas 

to exchange issues of mutual inter-

est with European Union authori-

ties.  

The meeting was organized in 

three thematic sessions. The first, 

"Issues related to PFD", included 

the presentation of the achieve-

ments in 2016 and the opportuni-

ties for 2017; As well as the recom-

mendations resulting from the re-

view of the PFD. It was also an ex-

change on the renewal of the PFD 

and the members of the Task Team. 

The second theme was "The Euro-

pean Union’s policy package", 

which analyzed the importance of 

the EU’s role in the implementa-

tion of Agenda 2030. It was noted 

that the world faces difficult times 

characterized by xenophobia and 

populism, the impacts of climate 

change, conflicts and inequalities, 

and other factors that threaten the 

gains that development has made 

in recent years. Despite these chal-

lenges, development aid is increas-

ingly under pressure, which would 

affect the people who need it most. 

To address this situation the Euro-

pean Commission adopted a pro-

posal for a new European Consen-

sus on Development which aims to 

adapt development policy to 

changes in the global context and 

to be consistent with the Lisbon 

Treaty and the 2030 Agenda for 

CO-OPERATIVES OF THE 
AMERICAS PRESENT AT THE EU 
POLICY FORUM ON DEVELOPMENT 

COOPSAMERICAS NEWSLETTER  //  Issue 28  // November 2016 

10 COOPSAMERICAS NEWSLETTER  //  Issue 30  // March 2017 10 



 

Sustainable Development. The new 

Consensus reflects the objectives 

of the EU’s external action and is 

organized around the five P’s of 

2030 Agenda: people, the planet, 

prosperity, peace and partnership 

(understood as joint initiatives). 

The proposed Consensus seeks to 

systematically integrate the social, 

economic and environmental di-

mensions of sustainable develop-

ment, with gender, youth, sustaina-

ble energy and climate change, in-

vestment, mobility and migration 

being key drivers of this. The new 

European Consensus on Develop-

ment and the EU’s Global Strategy 

aim to respond to these challenges, 

promote progress and contribute to 

sustainable and inclusive develop-

ment for all. 

Co-operatives of the Americas, 

through its Regional Director, Ma-

nuel Mariño expressed the rejec-

tion of the cooperative movement 

of the region to the xenophobic and 

anti-migration position expressed 

by the new United States admin-

istration, a position expressed in 

the Declaration of Panama, which 

Was distributed during the PFD. 

The third theme that was addressed 

in regional working groups (Africa, 

Asia-Pacific, Europe and America) 

was "Translating politics into ac-

tion" reflecting on the role of multi

-actor partnerships as a means to 

move forward The global agenda. 

Multi-actor platforms and alliances 

are becoming an essential part of 

how we pursue development goals. 

The implementation of local, na-

tional and regional ODS calls for a 

more structured dialogue between 

the different actors as well as the 

creation of common fronts that can 

promote the production of public 

goods and services both at a geo-

graphical level (including cities, 

rural areas and between countries) 

and at thematic level (from health 

to environment). 

In this discussion space, Coopera-

tives of the Americas pointed out 

that cooperatives, as companies 

based on values and principles to 

meet the needs of the people, play 

a fundamental role in reaching the 

ODS that address issues such as 

hunger, food security, Gender 

equality, as well as development, 

production and sustainable con-

sumption, among others. 

In his capacity as Regional Direc-

tor, Manuel Mariño also mentioned 

that cooperatives, as an integral 

part of the private sector in the re-

gion, but unlike commercial com-

panies, are characterized by having 

people at the center of their ac-

tions, meeting their needs Basic 

employment, income, housing and 

services in general; And where the 

distribution of wealth among asso-

ciates and communities is ahead of 

the interest of profit that motivates 

mercantile companies. 

The overarching goal of the Policy 

Forum on Development (PFD) is to 

offer Civil society organizations 

(CSOs) and Local Authorities 

(LAs) from the EU and partner 

countries, as well as European in-

stitutions, a multi-stakeholder 

space for dialogue on development 

issues at EU Headquarters level.  

More specifically, the PFD aims at 

achieving the following objec-

tives:  

■ Facilitating dialogue on cross-

cutting issues directly related to 

the role of CSOs and LAs as 

relevant development actors;  

■ Promoting policy debate, con-

sultation and exchange of infor-

mation and experiences on EU 

main policies and initiatives in 

the development field. Priority 

will be given to topics relating 

to EuropeAid's mandate, 

aligned to its Work Programme, 

including discussions in the 

preparation of high-level 

events;  

■ Supporting the implementation 

of the Structured Dialogue’s 

recommendations by providing 

a room for regular update and 

peer review by all actors.  

Read here the full text of the State-

ment of the Fifth Meeting of the 

PFD at http://s.coop/25uhx.  
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The International Co-operative Al-

liance has released a report pre-

sented as the foundational report 

for the Alliance’s Doing Co-

operative Business (DCB) project, 

which would evaluate the enabling 

environment for co-operatives in 

countries around the world. The 

Alliance commissioned the report 

to be undertaken by TIAS School 

for Business and Society at Tilburg 

University with the intention of 

laying the groundwork for future 

Doing Co-operative Business re-

ports. 

This preliminary report looks into 

how, in order to achieve their full 

potential, co-operatives require an 

enabling policy and legal environ-

ment that creates a level playing 

field. It also covers what criteria 

can be used to assess and compare 

different countries, and what are 

the main principles of co-operative 

law that can help co-operatives 

thrive.  

The document develops a method-

ological framework which begins 

defining what is meant by 

“enabling environment”, a notion 

that the report characterized as a 

highly complex, multifaceted and 

multidimensional phenomenon”. 

Anyway, the document formulates 

the following definition: “the ena-

bling environment for various 

types of co-operatives is the degree 

to which nations, governments and/

or societies support and foster co-

operative firms in their establish-

ment and subsequent development 

in accordance with the seven uni-

versal Co-operative Principles.” 

For the practical implementation of 

the developed methodology, and in 

the absence of comparable infor-

mation about legislature, fiscal ar-

rangements, and/or historical and 

socio-cultural factors that shapes 

the setting of co-operatives, the 

foundational document also de-

signs a conceptual framework for a 

database encompassing specific 

features of co-operatives across 

different countries. As a first ap-
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proach the report assesses a num-

ber of general co-operative dimen-

sions for the same 33 countries in-

cluded and analyzed in the Hand-

book of Co-operative Law, pub-

lished in 2013. This countries are 

Argentina, Austria, Australia, Bel-

gium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Chi-

na, Colombia, Denmark, Finland, 

France, Germany, Hungary, India, 

Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea, Mexi-

co, The Netherlands, Norway, Pe-

ru, Poland, Portugal, Russian Fed-

eration, South Africa, Spain, Swe-

den, Turkey, United Kingdom, 

United States and Uruguay. The re-

port summarizes the main country 

characteristics regarding member-

ship, tax treatment, co-operation 

among co-operatives, and govern-

ance aspects.  

The study found certain correla-

tions between the vitality of the co-

operative economy and the institu-

tional environment in which it op-

erates. These include: 

■ The co-operative sector is gen-

erally smaller in societies char-

acterized by large inequalities 

and where power is captured in 

the hands of just a few people. 

■ A favorable general business en-

vironment (e.g. a higher General 

Doing Business Indicator ac-

cording to the World Bank) is 

associated with better co-

operative performance. 

■ Good governance conditions are 

positively correlated with co-

operative performance. 

■ The perceived level of corrup-

tion in a country is negatively 

correlated with co-operative 

performance. A rise in per-

ceived corruption presumably 

marks a deteriorating constella-

tion for co-operatives. 

■ Income inequality is significant-

ly and negatively correlated 

with co-operative performance. 

A stronger co-operative econo-

my that is able to enact all seven 

Co-operative Principles could 

lead to a decrease in inequality 

and greater equity in a country. 

■ A positive relationship exists 

between the overall state of de-

mocracy (according to the over-

all Democracy Index of the 

Economist Intelligence Unit) 

and co-operative performance in 

individual countries. In oth-

er words, it seems that the more 

democratic a society, the more 

fertile the situation for co-

operatives will be. 
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On March 6, 2017, a seminar 

on “Co-operatives and the Sustain-

able Development Goals” was held 

in the city of São Paulo, Brazil, co-

organized by the International Co-

operative Alliance, Brazilian Coop-

eratives Organization (OCB), 

Unimed do Brazil and Organiza-

tion of Cooperatives in the State of 

São Paulo (OCESP). The event 

featured outstanding personalities 

from the global co-operative move-

ment. 

The seminar focused on some key 

themes: the role of the global coop-

erative movement in formulating 

the SDGs; a campaign of the Alli-

ance for the SDGs; the coopera-

tives as an intrinsic model for eco-

nomic growth and social inclusion; 

the cooperative identity as re-

sponse to the reduction of inequali-

ties and disparities; and the Blue-

print for a Co-operative Decade as 

an instrument to achieve the SDGs. 

Marcio Lopes de Freitas, President 

of OCB, opened the seminar by 

greeting the presidents around the 

table, stating that the co-operative 

movement needs to be engaged in 

the SDGs because it is in the DNA 

of the co-operatives, within their 

daily business. Co-operatives also 

need to learn how to show this to 

the world, make more noise and 

make people aware what they are 

doing. 

According to Aloysio Nunes Fer-

reira, Brazilian Foreign Affairs 

Minister, the Brazilian co-operative 

movement has grown considerably 

in recent years, being serious, 

strong and participative, with some 

examples of individual co-

operators taking leadership roles in 

the ICA. There are over 12 million 

members of co-operatives in Brazil 

focused on social-economic pro-

jects that strengthen the communi-

ties. Co-operatives are one of the 

most dynamic factors in the sus-

tainable development of the coun-

try. 

Maxwell Haywood, Focal point on 

cooperatives, UNDESA Division 

for Social Policy and Develop-

ment (DSPD), presented on the 

general context in which SDGs has 

emerged; the MDGs in relation to 

the SDGs; the close linkages be-

tween the cooperative enterprise 

model and the UN 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development; the 

role of cooperatives in implement-

ing the SDGs; the challenges met 

by cooperatives in implementing 

the SDGs; and the strategies for in-

tegrating the work of the coopera-

tive enterprise model in the imple-

mentation of the SDGs.  

According to Haywood, the pro-

cess leading towards the SDGs has 

been the most inclusive process 

within the UN: series of global 

conversations with actors carried 

out, including CSOs, governments, 

businesses and academia. Further-

more, the values and principles of 

co-operatives are embedded in the 

UN’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and co-operatives 

need to take the SDGs into their 

strategic action plans. 

“The co-operative movement in the 

world is huge: 3 million enterpris-

es, over 250 million jobs serving 

over 1 billion members. Sometimes 

we are indeed too quiet, we need to 

communicate more about what we 

are doing” said Monique Leroux, 

President of the International Co-

operative Alliance. “The process of 

the SDGs is very important, and 

we are the first economic group in 

the world to support them. With the 

seminar, we will be able to rein-

force this momentum to strengthen 

our support to the SDGs,” she add-

ed. 

“We need to develop a plural econ-

omy. A solid society is composed 

of three pillars: a democratic gov-

ernment, dynamic companies and 

in the middle, a very strong co-

operative sector, combining busi-

ness and people. It is about bridg-

ing the economy and the society”, 

she concluded.   
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CICOPA LAUNCHES A GLOBAL SURVEY ON  
YOUTH COOPERATIVE ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

As part of the campaign ‘WE 

OWN IT! The future of work is 

ours’, CICOPA launched an online 

survey. The main purpose of the 

study is to inform and raise aware-

ness about the state of the art of 

youth cooperative entrepreneurship 

at the worldwide level. 

The aim is to collect information 

about youth cooperatives organized 

worldwide under the three main 

types of cooperatives in which the 

workers or producers are the own-

ers and co-managers of the busi-

ness: worker cooperative, social 

cooperative, and producers’ or free-

lancers’ cooperative. Through this 

survey, CICOPA is targeting youth 

cooperatives at different stages of 

development: nascent, newly-

established and well-established 

cooperatives. The results of this 

survey will feed into a global study 

on trends among young people in 

establishing and being part of the 

above-mentioned types of coopera-

tives, including under new emerg-

ing forms.  

The deadline for answering 

is Friday 26 May and the results of 

the survey will be published by the 

end of the year. The survey is avail-

able in English, Spanish and 

French. In addition to worker, so-

cial and freelancer co-operatives, 

CICOPA is also appealing to coop-

erative organizations where the ma-

jority of members and non-member 

employees are aged from 18 to 

35 to share information through the 

survey. 

CICOPA launched the campaign 

'WE OWN IT! The future of work 

is ours' in January 2017. Designed 

by CICOPA together with the 

worker cooperative Alt Gen, WE 

OWN IT! spreads stories about co-

operatives and co-operators to 

young people around the world.  

More detailed information about 

the campaign, and its developments 

and achievements could be found 

at http://www.we-own-it.coop. 

If your organization meets the 
requirements, you can take the 

survey at this link. 
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SAVE THE DATE!  

This publica�on has been prepared with the assistance of the European Union. The contents of 

this document are the sole responsibility of Co-opera�ves of the Americas, and in no case 

should it be considered as reflec�ng the views of the European Union. 

Preparations have already begun 

for the 20th Regional Conference 

of Cooperatives of the Americas to 

be held from October 11 to 13, 

2017 at the Azul Ixtapa Hotel & 

Convention Center, located at the 

resort of Ixtapa Zihuatanejo in the 

State of Guerrero, Mexico. 

The regional conference of Co-

operatives of the Americas is the 

most important co-operative event 

of the year at the continental level: 

a moment to meet, debate and 

share experiences about the most 

relevant issues for the present and 

future of cooperatives in our re-

gion. This is when representatives 

of co-operatives and organizations 

or institutions connected with 

them, come together from all of the 

countries in the continent to partici-

pate. 

The main theme of this 20th Con-

ference will be "Co-operatives in 

the face of hemispherical challeng-

es". The topics of the keynote 

speeches have also been defined: 

Gender equity and intergeneration-

al integration; Changes in the 

world of work and good living; Re-

gional trade and its global insertion 

in front of free trade and protec-

tionism; and Economic and social 

strategies to address inequality. 

The team of Co-operatives of the 

Americas is working on the design 

of a methodological proposal that 

will introduce some innovations 

compared to previous editions of 

our biggest annual event. More de-

tailed information will be available 

soon at our website. Stay tuned! 

XX REGIONAL CONFERENCE  
OF CO-OPERATIVES OF THE AMERICAS 
Ixtapa Zihuatanejo, Mexico - October 11 to 13, 2017 


