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{  The Editor’s Pen  }   
 

 

The preservation of the planet is, for ICA-Americas, a global issue that re-

quires everybody’s commitment. Undoubtedly, because of the economic and 

social importance of co-operatives, the movement has a big responsibility to 

safeguard the environment. Co-operatives can contribute carrying out direct 

activities aiming at the protection of natural resources and sustainable devel-

opment as well as sensitizing the communities in which they act.  

ICA-Americas, as the organization that represents and defends the co-

operative sector, has undertaken the task of working to contribute to environ-

mental conservation. We have to bear in mind that ICA-Americas Regional 

Office is the operative instrument of the co-operative movement in the Ameri-

cas, representing hundreds of thousands of co-operative organizations. 

Thus, the success of our initiatives will be directly linked to these organiza-

tions’ commitment to the environment.  

It is our duty to promote actions on behalf of the environment. We can help 

organizing workshops, seminars, technical assistance and establishing 

‘green’ procedures, among other things. That’s what we are already doing – 

and the upcoming XVII Regional Conference “Co-operative Commitment to 

the Preservation of the Planet” is a good example of it – and it goes without 

saying, we will continue developing initiatives to help you take action. 

The American continent has natural resources that need to be preserved for 

environmental conservation and future generations. It’s time for co-ops to 

walk the talk. It would be great if the public opinion could differentiate the co-

operative sector form the traditional sector of private enterprises because we 

do care about the environment.  

We have the chance in our hands. 

 

Manuel Mariño 

    ICA-Americas 

    Regional Director 
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All of your suggestions and proposals regarding the newsletter’s contents are very important for us, 

since our primary goal is to provide a publication enriched by your opinions. 

Please send your comments to: communications@aciamericas.coop  



 

In his recent message to the cooperative movement, ICA’s new 

Director-General, Charles Gould, affirmed that “The world is 

facing serious challenges to which we have a solution.  We 

have a story to tell”. In what he signaled as a “especially prom-

ising time for co-operatives”, he invited the cooperative move-

ment around the world to engage in distributing a unique, sim-

ple message regarding the United Nations International Year 

of co-operatives. 
 

Although the official launch of the Year will be November 2011, 

Gould announced that at the ICA Board Meeting -held in Beijing 

at the beginning of September- an important decision was taken 

determining the priority for the IYC. The Board decided to focus 

efforts on achieving one significant outcome: to raise public 

awareness of co-operatives. To reach that goal “we envision a 

campaign with a very simple message”, ICA’s Director General 

said.  

The precise message has not yet been selected, but will be com-

municated in the coming weeks. (N.B. The message was finally 

agreed in December, 2010. It is: “Co-operative enterprises build a 

better world). The goal of the message will be to arouse curiosity 

“to get the public to want to learn more about co-operatives”. 

Despite the fact that this initial message will not be able to explain co-operative values and principles, the cam-

paign will let people know how to find out more about co-operatives. “The tone of the message will be designed 

to suggest that this is a values-based business model that is solving 

problems confronting the world today” Gould stated. 

ICA’s Director General underlined that the approach to this campaign 

will be to engage ICA members around the world in distributing this 

one, simple message.  “We are asking you to incorporate the mes-

sage into your existing communications channels:  on your product 

packaging, on point-of-purchase displays, on posters, in your communications materials.” 

The United Nations Year provides cooperatives with a platform to share its message. “2012 will be the beginning, 

not the culmination, of a positioning of the co-operative “brand” in the public perception,” Gould emphasized.  

Positioning co-operatives as the important solution they represent  
 

CHARLES GOULD INVITED THE COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT  

TO ENGAGE IN DISTRIBUTING A SIMPLE MESSAGE  

REGARDING THE UN INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF COOPERATIVES 
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The world is facing serious 

challenges to which we have 

a solution. We have a story 

to tell. 

“ 

”



The XVII ICA-Americas Regional Conference entitled: 

"Co-operative Commitment to the Preservation of the 

Planet", will be held in Buenos Aires - Argentina, from 

22 to 26 November, 2010. Manuel Mariño, ICA-

Americas Regional Director, reflected upon the most 

important event in the Americas, which will gather 

more than 800 cooperators, international academics 

and experts, and parliamentarians from the Ameri-

cas. This conference will offer more than twenty ac-

tivities in a variety of formats; symposiums, meetings 

and sectoral forums, among others .  

Manuel Mariño explained the environmental theme 

emerged during the Regional Conference that took place 

in 2008.  “In the XVI Regional Conference, held in San José 

- Costa Rica, co-operators taking part in various activities, 

agreed on the need to mitigate environmental degrada-

tion which has been increasing in recent decades. The 

idea of incorporating an eighth principle regarding the 

environment was discussed on that occasion”, said the 

Regional Director. 

Environmental issues were also addressed in the First Co-

operative Summit of the Americas in Guadalajara, Mexico, 

‘Co-operative Model: Response to Global Crises’, incorpo-

rating it as one of the three main topics of discussion. 

“The outcomes of the First Co-operative Summit of the 

Americas in 2009, reflected a growing interest of the co-

operative movement and a need to influence on these 

issues. This concern became clear in the agreements of 

the Guadalajara Declaration. As part of the Declaration, 

the Co-operative Green Pact was included, as an initiative 

to promote the adoption of measures and procedures 

aimed at preserving the environment to lead genuine so-

cial co-operative responsibility”, explained Manuel 

Mariño.  

Thus, the main objective of this Regional Conference is to 

raise awareness in the region about the importance of the 

planet preservation and to point out the commitment of 

the co-operative movement in this field. 

According to Manuel Mariño, this is a key event because 

of the prominent figures it will gather and since “it repre-

sents an opportunity to exchange experiences and knowl-

edge with a lot of people who are interested in similar 

issues. That’s why active participation in the conference is 

expected and should be encouraged”.  

ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES 

The activities planned at the Regional Conference will be 

guided by these axes.  

1. Global Warming (management of carbon emissions, gas 

emissions, greenhouse effect)  

2. Energy and new technologies  

3. Water and sanitation  

4. Cities, rural areas and environment  

The XVII Regional Conference will also include various 

other academic activities such as meetings and sectoral 

forums, each of which will have a specific methodology.  

“We are expecting an important attendance at the 

Worker Co-operatives Seminar owing to the current de-

velopment of this sector. In some countries it has become 

a real alternative to job creation through the phenome-

non of ‘empresas recuperadas’ (recovered enterprises)”, 

Mariño said. 

The other activity that has aroused high expectations 

among participants is the Agriculture Sector Seminar. 
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Interview with Manuel Mariño, ICA-Americas Regional Director  
 

XVII REGIONAL CONFERENCE: CO-OPERATIVES  

COMMITTED TO PRESERVING THE PLANET 
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“This is the first time this seminar will take up the whole 

day.  This is because of the relevance of this sector in 

countries like Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay and also be-

cause unfortunately it is one of the most vulnerable sec-

tors in terms of environmental impact”, Mariño empha-

sized. 

ICA-Americas Regional Director highlighted the impor-

tance of an active participation in the Forum: “The Media 

and the Co-operative Movement”, taking into account that 

“the main weakness of co-ops throughout the Americas is 

the lack of visibility and understanding they have” During 

the development of this activity, the participation of co-

operators, communicators and journalist from the co-

operative sector and journalist working in the mass media 

is of utmost importance.  
 

IX REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

In the framework of the next XVII Regional Conference, 

the IX Regional Assembly will take place and it will include 

the election of authorities. The assembly will elect the Re-

gional Board, ICA-Americas President and the Audit and 

Risks Control Committee. 

ICA-Americas Regional Board is integrated by a represen-

tative from each of the countries in which there is at least 

one ICA member. This representative is elected by mem-

ber organizations in each country and they are ratified by 

the Assembly. At the same time, the Youth Committee, 

the Regional Equity Gender Committee and the Sectoral 

Organizations have one representative each at the Re-

gional Board.  

The Regional Conference is a complex event with a good 

balance between sectoral activities and others with 

themes that affect the whole movement. “Co-operators 

cannot miss any of the activities planned”, underlined 

Mariño. “This is a must-attend event for those who feel co

-operatives are more than a just a business model, they 

are a lifestyle!” he concluded. 

Among the distinguished attendees of the Conference are: 

- Dame Pauline Green, ICA’s President; 

- Charles Gould, ICA’s Director General; 

- Ramón Imperial, ICA-Americas’ President 

- Martin Lowery, Executive Vice President of external affairs for the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 

(NRECA); 

- Paul Hazen, President and Chief Executive Officer of the National Cooperative Business Association; 

- Alessandra Wilson from the Co-operative Housing Federation of Canada; 

- Stefanía Marcone, Chair of the ICA Gender Equality Committee; 

- Bob Burlton, ACT! Principal, Cooperatives Europe/ICA-Europe; 

- Dave Sitaram, member of the Board of Directors of the Canadian Cooperative Association 

- Hubert Méndez, from the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Mesoamerica regional office. 

- Hagen Henrÿ, Chief of the ILO’s Cooperative Branch 

Nerina and Silvia Barberini - wife and daughter of Ivano Barberini - will also participate in the conference taking this op-

portunity to present Ivano Barberini’s book.  

Roberto Rodrigues, former Minister of Agriculture in Brazil, former ICA and ICA-Americas President will be in charge of 

the closing conference. Furthermore, the Regional Conference will be honored with the presence of Parliamentarians of 

the Americas that will participate in the VI Parliamentarian Meeting.  

ACTIVITIES 

VII Continental Forum of of Equity Gender 

VI Universities Network Forum  

Worker Co-operatives Seminar 

The Media and the Co-operative Movement  

II Financial Sector Forum  

VII Youth Forum 

II Co-operative Education Forum 

VI Parliamentarians Forum  

II Insurance Sector Forum 

Agriculture Sector Seminar  

Health Co-operatives 

Utilities Co-operatives 

Co-operative Social Balance and Governance 

Scholar Co-operatives 
 

KEY CONFERENCES 

“Environmental Sustainability: through solidarity action 

and co-operative ethics” 

"Co-operative Social Responsibility and the Preservation 

of the Planet" 

"Environmental Public Policies and the Incidence of the 

Civil Society" 

“Co-operative Political Dialogue”  

“Cooperation as a lifestyle” (Closing conference)  
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Key conference by Eleuterio Martínez  
 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE CO-OPERATIVE MODEL  

TO ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 

The XVII Regional Conference of ICA-Americas will have the preser-

vation of the planet as a central theme. The key conference 

"Environmental Sustainability: contributions through solidarity ac-

tion and co-operative ethics" which will be delivered by Eleuterio 

Martínez will focus on the co-operative philosophy as a ‘must’ to-

wards social and environmental sustainability. 
  

Eleuterio Martínez is a well-known agriculture and forestry engineer in his 

own country, Dominican Republic, and abroad. ICA-Americas chose 

Martínez as one of its XVII Regional Conference keynote speakers to 

enlighten cooperators on how nature is reacting to the damage caused by 

human beings and the role cooperatives play in reversing this trend.  

This expert in ecology and environmental management explains the Earth 

has entered a state in which biodiversity is at stake. “Weather changes, 

earthquakes, tsunamis, forest fires, volcanic eruptions, sea pollution, defor-

estation, worldwide hunting and unsustainable fishing have killed millions 

of people, leaving countless victims and diseases”, Eleuterio Martínez says.  

In his speech during the Regional Conference, Martínez will show 

‘cooperation’ and ‘sustainability’ are to be found together: “Cooperation means union, service, freedom, respect, dig-

nity, democracy and above all, shared well-being. All these principles gain true sense when the human being finds his 

own self and his place within nature. In other words, cooperation means social and environmental sustainability and 

when these concepts come together they bring peace and harmony between the human being and mother nature”.  

Eleuterio Martínez believes the cooperative system is the 

only philosophy which praises dignity and at the same 

time puts people before money. “Cooperatives also put 

collective well-being before individualism and what is 

more, ethics before racial, politic or religious discrimina-

tion”, he highlights. 

In his key conference, Martínez will provide some exam-

ples to show the extent of the damage the mankind has 

caused to the Earth and how our planet is reacting  to un-

sustainable human activity. “In recent years the number of 

natural disasters has dramatically increased and as a result 

more and more people are suffering atrocious conse-

quences”, he says.  

For instance, this year 2010, has been disastrous for the planet in terms of deaths, casualties and destruction. The earth-

quakes in Haiti and Chile, the floods and landslides in Mexico, the volcanic eruption in Iceland, the floods in Pakistan and 

the cholera outbreak in Haiti, have taken countless lives and the material loss has been impossible to measure.  

 

 

Cooperation means union, service, free-

dom, respect, dignity, democracy and 

above all, shared well-being…  

cooperation means social and environ-

mental sustainability and when these con-

cepts come together they bring peace and 

harmony between the human being and 

mother nature. 

 

“ 

”
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Housing coHousing co--op in Uruguay, a return to mud and straw op in Uruguay, a return to mud and straw   
 

 

   

GUYUNUSA: GUYUNUSA: GUYUNUSA:    

ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE    

CONSTRUCTION CONSTRUCTION CONSTRUCTION    

COCO--OP  CASE  STUDYOP  CASE  STUDY  

Homes made from earth mean energy savings and contribute to fighting climate change, because their construction emits 

less greenhouse gas than the usual commercial building techniques. "We chose this type of construction because we 

wanted cheaper and healthier housing. We researched different techniques and concluded that this kind of home was 

healthier and better insulated, more economical and within everyone's means," told Silvana Delfino, a member of the coop-

erative. "It's nothing new: human beings have lived in earth homes here and in other parts of the world," she added. 

The Guyunusa housing complex was constructed under the direction of architect Rosario Etchebarne, an expert in bio-

building and professor and researcher at the University of the Republic's school of architecture. Probably one of the most 

interesting aspects of this co-op is that houses were built by their own members. The co-operative also includes an ecologi-

cal sanitation system. It is located in an area that is not connected to the sewage network, so the cooperative created its 

own, with financing from the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).   

Inside these homes there is a pleasant environment, insulated from extreme temperatures and humidity. But perhaps most 

important is that they allow people to build their homes and to produce the necessary components themselves - making 

the dwellings more economical. 

With labor costs, architectural consulting and other expenses, an earth 

home in Uruguay costs between 500 and 600 dollars per square meter, 

while a standard cinder-block house costs almost twice as much, at 900 to 

1,000 dollars per square meter. 

There is no great mystery with this type of construction. In the past, it was 

common –especially in the countryside of Uruguay- for houses to be built 

with the materials provided by nature: dirt, wood, and straw. Those tech-

niques, which are now known as bio-construction or bio-building, were 

passed down from generation to generation, and even today there are a 

few who maintain that tradition.  

Although the demand for environmentally sustainable construction tech-

niques is on the rise, the central problem is there are no policies to guide it, no market for production and sales of eco-

materials, and few construction workers familiar with the techniques. 

According to architect Rosario Etchebarne the three most popular techniques for building a bio-home are: adobe, or sun-

dried bricks; compressed earth blocks (CEB) produced by a machine; and what is known here as "fajina", a wood frame filled 

in with soil stabilized with straw and other components. 

"Bio-construction incorporates many concepts of sustainability. The basis of everything is that there are energy savings," 

Etchebarne said. "We would be helping to mitigate climate change because we would not be emitting any carbon dioxide 

into the environment; the amount of cement used is minimal," she added. 

Source: Inter Press Service 

One of Uruguay's recent experiences in bioOne of Uruguay's recent experiences in bio--building is Guyunusa, a housing cooperative in Ciu-building is Guyunusa, a housing cooperative in Ciu-

dad de la Costa, in the southern Uruguayan department of Canelones. The codad de la Costa, in the southern Uruguayan department of Canelones. The co--operative is made operative is made 

up of 10 homes, which were built using mud and what is known as “fajina”. The idea behind the up of 10 homes, which were built using mud and what is known as “fajina”. The idea behind the 

cooperative is to show that with little money it is possible to have decent housing that respects cooperative is to show that with little money it is possible to have decent housing that respects 

the environment.the environment.  



The 29,284 cooperative firms operating in the US gen-

erate over 2 million jobs and create more than $74 bil-

lion in wages annually according to a study conducted 

by the University of Wisconsin Center for Cooperatives, 

with support from the United States Department of 

Agriculture Rural Development. Cooperatives represent 

1% of USA Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and account 

for more than $654 billion in revenue. These coopera-

tive businesses contribute with $133.5 billion in in-

come, $3 trillion in assets and provide products and 

services across the country in every sector of the econ-

omy. 

US cooperatives' contribution to the national and local 

economies can be measured in both financial and non 

financial ways. They keep profits local, pay local taxes 

to help support community services, take part in com-

munity improvement programs, and provide services 

for a large number of people in the country regardless 

of their income levels or geographic location.  

Key points to highlight about American cooperatives: 

There are 120 million cooperative members 

92 million U.S. consumers are member owners of, and 

receive all or part of their financial services from the 

nation's nearly 8,200 credit unions. 

More than 900 electric cooperatives deliver electricity 

in the United States to 42 million people in 47 

states. That equates to 12 percent of the nation's 

population. 

In the United States, more than 1.2 million families of 

all income levels live in homes owned and operated 

through cooperative associations. 

Farmer co-ops provide over 250,000 jobs, with a total 

payroll in excess of $8 billion.  

More than 50 million Americans are served by insur-

ance companies owned by or closely affiliated with co-

operatives. 

More than 20 cooperatives have annual sales in excess 

of $1 billion, including well known names like Land O’ 

Lakes, Inc., Cabot Creamery, Ocean Spray and ACE 

Hardware.   

Meeting social and economic needs 

IMPACT OF CO-OPERATIVES TO THE ECONOMY 

IN THE AMERICAN REGION 

 

Co-operatives not only defend but also act according to co-op 

values and principles, which guide all their practices. This 

values-based approach generates opportunities of decent 

work and makes an economic impact in economies world-

wide. However, little is known about this economic contribu-

tion and its effect on people’s well-being.  ICA-Americas pre-

sents an analysis of the economic performance of coopera-

tives in two of the “giants” in the continent: one North (the 

USA) and one South (Brazil).  
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US data on Cooperatives 

� 1% of USA GDP  

� 29,284 cooperative firms  

� $654 billion plus in revenue  

� $133.5 billion in income  

� $3 trillion in assets  

� 2 million plus jobs 

� 120 million members 

ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE UNITED STATES COOPERATIVE BUSINESS MODEL 
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There are 7,261 cooperatives active in 13 sectors of the 

Brazilian economy. In 2009, they exported a total of 

3,6 billion dollars and had a turnover of 44,25 million 

dollars. The cooperative movement, which is nationally 

represented by the Organization of Brazilian Coopera-

tives (OCB), has 8,252,410 members, 274,190 employ-

ees and generates 5,39% of the Gross Domestic Prod-

uct (GDP). Brazilian cooperatives closed the year 2009 

continuing their maturity process initialized some years 

ago. 

This is made clear by the fact that there was an in-

crease in the number of members (4.62%) as well as 

the number of jobs created (7.71%). However, in the 

same period of time the number of cooperatives de-

creased by 5.48%. This figures show the dynamic of 

cooperatives and their vision to seek alternatives and 

new opportunities in the post-crisis environment. 

To mitigate difficulties and strengthen themselves, co-

operatives opted for an agglutination process, which 

shows a trend towards professional management. This 

approach enabled them to gain new markets and scale. 

The reduction in the number of cooperatives mirrors 

this process, but also shows the consequences of the 

international financial crisis. 

Regarding members growth, the participation of the 

credit sector, with an increase of 8.76%, should be 

highlighted. It represented a total of nearly 282,000 

new cooperators. In terms of jobs generated within the 

sector, the highest percentages were found in Educa-

tion (24.7%), Production (20.23%) and Health (18.2%). 

In 2009, as a result of the global financial crisis, there 

was a slight reduction of 0.26 % in cooperatives net 

turnover, after 3 years of steady growth. Almost every 

economy sector rose in comparison to the previous 

year, except for Agriculture, which accounts for ap-

proximately 80% of the global value of cooperatives. 

By the end of 2009, this sector’s exports had fallen by 

9.5% owing to raw material prices. However, in com-

parison to the Brazilian market, the cooperative sec-

tor’s performance was better since the country had a 

retraction of 22.71%. 

The Brazilian cooperative movement  

OCB was founded in 1969 in the Fourth Brazilian Coop-

eratives Congress in the city of Belo Horizonte – Minas 

Gerais. 

The Law 5.764 of 1971 is the legal framework which 

regulates the cooperative system in Brazil. 

OCB is the organization which represents Brazilian co-

operative as it is established in the article 105 of the 

Law 5.764/71. 

Brazilian cooperatives in numbers 

� 7,261 cooperatives  

� 8,252,410 members  

� 274, 190 employees  

� Exports: US$ 3,6 billion  

� Turnover: US$ 44,25 million  

� GDP: 5.39% 

THE ROLE OF BRAZILIAN COOPERATIVES IN THE COUNTRY’S ECONOMY 

ECONOMIC SECTOR CO-OPS ASSETS 
1
 REVENUE 

2
 

Commercial Sales and Marketing  (Farmer, Grocery, Bio-Fuels,  

Arts and Crafts cooperatives) 3,463 60,839 175,593 

Social and Public Services (Healthcare, Children, Housing, Trans-

portation, Education) 11,311 1,650 4,358 

Financial Services (Credit Unions, Farm Credit System, Mutual 

Insurance, Cooperative Finance) 9,978 2,861,958 264,831 

Utilities (Rural Electric, Rural Telephones, Water, Cooperatives 

and Mutuals, Associations)  4,525 119,142 36,399 

US COOPERATIVES BY TYPE - KEY INDICATORS (Source: NCBA) 

(1) (2) In million dollars 



 

Climate change is already happening and represents one of the greatest envi-

ronmental, social and economic threats the planet is facing. The European 

Commission has recently created a Directorate General having Climate 

Change as it main focus (DG Climate Action). Convinced about the impor-

tance of immediate action to address the topic, Euro Coop -the European 

Community of Consumer Co-operatives- called DG Climate Action to follow a 

series of actions. 

Among the proposals, Euro Coop strongly urges the newly born DG Climate 

Action to ensure that Climate Change is turned into a top political priority and 

that ambitious targets and policies are set in line with scientific recommenda-

tions to fight it. 

Disappointed about the outcomes of the 2009 UN Copenhagen Climate Confer-

ence, Euro Coop calls DG Climate to aim for achieving a fair, strong and binding 

worldwide agreement in line with the recommendations from the IPCC at the forthcoming COP-16 negotiations. 

The document sent to the new Directorate General establishes that in order to fight Climate Change effectively, it is 

necessary to mainstream it in all policy areas.  

In terms of communication, Euro Coop stresses the importance of setting targeted campaigns to reach the wider EU 

public, stressing the importance of information and education campaigns on the causes and effects of Climate 

Change to be carried out at Member State level. 

EU consumer co-operatives across Europe are highly concerned about Climate Change effects, Euro Coop says. 

Nonetheless, they identify price as a barrier to invest in renewable energies. This is why Euro Coop calls the new DG 

Climate to be supportive of a fiscal policy which makes greener choices more affordable thereby empowering EU 

consumers to effectively combat Climate Change. 

EURO COOP is the European Community of Consumer Cooperatives, whose members are the national organizations 

of consumer cooperatives in 17 European countries. Created in 1957, EURO COOP today represents over 3,200 local 

and regional cooperatives, the members of which amount to more than 25 million consumers across Europe.  

To read the complete version of the Euro Coop position paper: www.eurocoop.coop/dmdocuments/position/2010-

09-17_Ideas_and_Expectations_new_DG_Climate_Action.pdf. 

 

CO-OPERATIVE PROPOSALS  

TO TACKLE THE CLIMATE CHANGE THREAT 
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“Co-operatives have helped in the recovery by continuing 

to provide jobs and services in communities across Can-

ada. Today there are nearly 9,000 co-operatives across 

Canada employing over 150,000 Canadians. They have 

combined assets of over $330 billion” it explains.  

CCA believes that co-operatives in partnership with the 

Federal government can do even more to promote a full 

recovery. “Our recommendations are focused on helping 

to achieve this goal”. The Association has also another 

reason to ask the government to increase support for co-

ops.  

 “This budget has a particular significance for the co-

operative sector because the 2011-2012 budget is the 

first of two that concern the year 2012. 2012 has been 

designated by the United Nations, with support from the 

Canadian government, as the International Year of Co-

operatives. The International Year of Co-operatives is an 

important occasion for Canada to recognize the contribu-

tions of co-operatives to Canada’s economy and social 

life” it says.  

The United Nations has called on all member states to 

take advantage of this special year to promote the co-

operative sector, take “appropriate measures aimed at 

creating a supportive and enabling environment for the 

development of co-operatives” and “enhance the growth 

and sustainability of co-operatives”. 

Lobby Day 

On October 5, representatives of the Association met 

with 20 Members of Parliament and Senators to urge 

them to support funding for CCA's International Develop-

ment Partnership Program. The program was the focus of 

a Lobby Day involving CCA board members, staff and 

members of its International Program Committee.   

Earlier this year, CCA submitted a proposal to the Partner-

ships with Canadians Branch of the Canadian Interna-

tional Development Agency to continue its work with co-

ops and credit unions in 10 developing countries from 

2011 to 2015.   

John Anderson, CCA's director of Government Affairs and 

Public Policy, said he was pleased with the results of the 

Lobby Day.  

"Many people are not aware of how involved co-ops and 

credit unions are in international development," he 

said. "This was an excellent opportunity to inform deci-

sion-makers about the work CCA is doing to help improve 

the lives and livelihoods of people in some of the world's 

poorest countries." 
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Towards Canada’s 2011 National Budget 

CCA CALLS ON CANADIAN FEDERAL GOVERNMENT  

TO INCREASE SUPPORT FOR CO-OPS 

The Canadian Cooperative Association (CCA) has submitted a pre-budget brief to the House of Commons Stand-

ing Committee on Finance calling for a Co-operative Investment Strategy, an expanded and permanent Co-

operative Development Initiative and increased resources for international development partnerships.  CCA's 

brief states that Canada has come out of the global recession with renewed economic activity and some impor-

tant positive lessons for other countries in terms of regulation of the financial sector. However, it highlights 

that many Canadian communities and groups of people are still hurting and unemployment rates are too high 

in many places. 

CCA’s recommendations to the Federal government 
 

� Support two co-operative legacy projects – a Co-operative Investment Strategy and a permanent and expanded 

Co-operative Development Initiative (CDI) – as part of the federal government’s plans for the International Year 

of Co-operatives. 

� Increase federal resources available for international development partnerships by 20 per cent to address pov-

erty in the developing world and partner with civil society organizations to make a difference in the lives of the 

world’s most vulnerable people. 

� Use the co-operative model as an important policy tool when looking at developing Canada’s economy. 

� Develop a federal poverty reduction strategy. 

� Develop a national financial literacy strategy. 
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SHORT ica NEWS   
 

With just 13 months until the launch of International Year of Cooperatives, the ICA Board has agreed to 

focus the ICA strategy on public awareness and improving the visibility of co-operatives getting the mes-

sage out on what cooperatives are; what they do, and how they make a difference to individuals, commu-

nities, national economies and the global economic system. ICA is in contact with the United Nations se-

cretariat regularly to exchange information and ideas on how to make 2012 the beginning of a new era 

for co-operatives - an era of growth based on better understanding and support for what the movement 

refers to as “the better form of business”. 

 

To assist in developing ICA‘s strategic objectives and action plan for 2012, ICA has established a Working 

Group for the IYC made up of co-operative leaders. The Group is consulted regularly to ensure that ICA is 

contributing ideas, information, and guidance not only to ICA's planning, but also to the overall UN plan-

ning. 

 

The official launch of the International Year of Cooperatives is planned for November 2011 at United Na-

tions Headquarters in New York (USA). ICA will hold a cooperative movement launch of the Year during 

its General Assembly, 14-18 November 2011 in Cancun (Mexico).  To ensure that the movement can ac-

cess up to date information on the planning, ICA has created a new page on its website -www.ica.coop/

activities/iyc/. The page provides links and information on the Year and a calendar of events to which 

members and others are invited to contribute. It is also now issuing an e-news bulletin, “Countdown to 

2012”. 

 

The ICA’s second global trade fair will be held in Bangalore, India from 8-10 December.  ICA Expo 2010 

provides cooperatives with a unique opportunity to develop business in the emerging Asian market. More 

than 15,000 visitors are expected. The highest level of participation is already coming from the Asian con-

tinent. In 2012, ICA Expo will be held in Manchester, United Kingdom. 

 

Klaus Niederländer has been appointed as the new Regional Director of Cooperatives Europe, the Euro-

pean Region of the ICA.  Mr. Niederländer, a German national, will take up his appointment on 15 No-

vember 2010. More information at www.coopseurope.coop.  

 

ICA continues to increase its membership. Currently, ICA has 249 member organizations from 92 coun-

tries, representing more than 800 million individuals worldwide.  

All of your suggestions and proposals regarding the newsletter’s contents are very important for us, since our primary 

goal is to provide a publication enriched by your opinions.  

Please send your comments to: communications@aciamericas.coop 
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