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{ The Editor’s Pen }   
 
 
For the cooperative movement 2012 was a year of hard work and at the same time 
immense rewards.  During the International Year of Cooperatives (AIC) designated 
by the United Nations, our organizations were more united than ever. This served 
as a momentum to celebrate and tell the world the enormous benefits that coopera-
tives give to more than 1 billion people worldwide. 

During the last months of the year, a number of remarkable global events to cele-
brate 2012 took place.  

In Cooperatives United, the ICA closing ceremony for the International Year in 
Manchester, the United Kingdom, the Blueprint for a Cooperative Decade was 
launched. This blueprint will be crucial to guide the path of the ICA and the global 
cooperative movement in the coming years.  

The United Nations also embarked on an IYC closing event in New York on 16 
and 17 November in which the main results of the initiatives undertaken in the 
year were highlighted as well as future actions to strengthen cooperatives further 
than 2012. On that occasion, the world cooperative youth submitted a statement in 
which they seek to promote the empowerment of young people through their in-
volvement with  cooperatives.  

Besides these global activities, there were hundreds of initiatives undertaken 
worldwide in commemoration of the AIC. In the region of the Americas, there was 
a great variety of strategies and activities, the most remarkable of them being the II 
Cooperative Summit of the Americas held in Panama in June and which brought 
together more than 1000 people.  

This is a great time for cooperatives. But we cannot lose this momentum. We knew 
the designation of United Nations would mark a turning point for cooperatives. 
ICA-Americas is convinced that it is not enough to be pleased with the work done; 
we have to commit ourselves and commit other cooperative members to find ways 
to keep these achievements and go even further in our objectives. 

 

  

Manuel Mariño 

ICA Americas 
Regional Director 
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THE FIRST DIFFICULTY: 

OURSELVES 

The first difficulty to start the pro-
ject of a global corporate image 
was self-conviction to dare to do 

something new, to overcome para-
digms and get rid of unsupported 
long-held beliefs. In the first 
place, cooperatives should worry 
about offering the best products 
and services to their members and 

associates, and stand out from the 
competition.  

Competing requires a perfect 
blend of marketing: products and 
services  according to the needs 

Twelve years after the creation of a common brand for all its business units, Federación Alianza and its 
group of affiliates has gained the acceptance, respect and prestige of a brand. Ramón Cortés Sánchez, 
Training and Education Manager of the Alianza Group said: “I am more convinced than ever of the va-
lidity of the cooperative principles and values". From his own experience in this organization, Cortés 
reflects on the relevance of creating a Cooperative Global Brand. 

CASE STUDY: FEDERACIÓN ALIANZA  
 

BY RAMÓN CORTÉS SÁNCHEZ   

COOPERATIVE GLOBAL BRAND: 
FOSTERING DEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 
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and requirements of associates, 
competitive prices, attractive pro-
motions so that the community 
prefer us over other organizations 
and an image that builds trust be-
tween the cooperative and its as-
sociates. 

Cooperatives must conceive a 
strong cooperative identity tied 
with a high sense of competition. 
We must believe that we are the 
best alternative for the benefit of 
our members regardless of the 
customary commercial and/or la-
bour injustices of other organiza-
tions. Let’s speak up and show 

that we actually are the solidary 
companies that must “build a bet-
ter world". 

ADVANTAGES AND 
DISADVANTAGES OF A 
COMMON BRAND 

Having a "brand" is an "asset". It 
is owned by the organization and 
should have a “value” for the pub-
lic tied with a business strategy.  
Having a global brand also entails 
a series of responsibilities. Here's 
a table that compares the benefits 
and responsibilities that should be 
taken to bring value to our brand: 
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ADVANTAGES RESPONSIBILITIES 

It increases the involve-
ment of the cooperative in 
the market.  

Invest in all which socializes the cooperative with the community. Associate it 
with virtues and solutions (it must be a comprehensive marketing plan).  

It increases sales.  If the cooperative only "looks good" but fails to develop its products and ser-
vices or create innovations, it will be like a chair with three legs. A brand must 
be consistently supported by product and service.  

Generates respect before 
the authorities, and the 
community. 

Cooperatives must generate a communications plan, starting with their own 
employees, executives and associates and continuing with opinion leaders, 
young people and the authorities of the Government. In the absence of this, a 
brand will not even take off as a sales strategy. It will continue to be simply a 
distinctive image. 

The competitive advan-
tage derived from the inte-
gration of co-operative is 
generated. 

There should be a regulatory body of the brand, which supervises in accor-
dance with provisions in a manual, defends the legitimacy of use and submits 
recommendations derived from the  commercial strategy, to avoid misuse of 
the brand. 

Commitment to the coop-
erative business ethics. 
(transparency, governance, 
democracy and sound 
practices)  

The use of a global brand must be linked to the responsibility and ethics of 
those who manage each cooperative. A system of internal control and audit will 
reflect the adherence to a set of standards or indicators of quality and compli-
ance to good or bad perception that will impact positively or negatively not just 
a unit (a cooperative) but all the units (cooperatives). Therefore if a unit does 
not comply with these principles of good governance, transparency in informa-
tion and sound practices, it must leave the group in order not to damage others.  

In the first place, 
cooperatives should 
worry about offering 
the best products and 

services to their 
members and 

associates, and stand 
out from the 
competition. 

“ 

”



 

From October 31st to November 
2nd, 2012, 11.800 people gathered 
to celebrate the end of the UN In-
ternational Year of Cooperatives. 
The Cooperatives United World 
Festival and Expo was organized 
together by the International Coop-
erative Alliance, The Cooperative 
Group and Cooperatives UK. Ac-
cording to the figures of the event, 
it was the biggest event in decades. 
Among the numerous activities 
carried out during the event, it is 
worth mentioning the ICA General 
Assembly, the designation of 
Rochdale as the World Capital of 
Cooperatives, ICA Expo and the 
presentation of the draft of the 
Blueprint for a Cooperative Dec-
ade. 

International Co-operative Alliance 
President Dame Pauline Green said 
there was no better place than 
Greater Manchester for the IYC 
celebrations to come to an end. 
“We have used the Year to make 
the case for a more diversified 
global economy in response to the 
international financial crisis and 

failing public trust in the broken 
economy. We want to put people at 
the centre of economic decision 
making and not at its mercy”, she 
underlined. 

Len Wardle, Chair of the Manches-
ter-based Co-operative Group, also 
welcomed delegates to what he 
called “the largest-ever gathering 
of co-operative businesses from 
around the world”. He explained 
that the ICA chose Manchester as 
the venue for the 2012 global expo 
because the world’s co-operative 
sector began in Rochdale in 
Greater Manchester. “I’m looking 
forward to meeting fellow co-
operators from around the world 
and discussing not only the success 
of the International Year, but how 
we build on this success to develop 
and grow the co-operative econ-
omy over the next ten or 20 years.” 

David Button, Chair of Co-
operatives UK, added: “Co-
operatives United will be a proud 
moment for the UK co-operative 
sector. The sheer size of the world-
wide movement is humbling and I 

look forward to seeing co-
operatives from over 50 countries 
gather for what will be the first 
time so many international co-
operatives have come together in 
the UK. 

THE BIGGEST COOPERATIVE EVENT IN DECADES 

MANCHESTER WELCOMED 88 DELEGATES FROM 
ALL OVER THE WORLD FOR CLOSING OF IYC 

FIGURES OF 
COOPERATIVES UNITED 
 

■ 11.800 participants 

■ 900 participants under 16 
years old 

■ 88 countries represented at 
the event 

■ Delegates from 753 coop-
eratives: 64% from United 
Kingdom; 12,7% from the 
rest of Europe; 13,5 from 
Asia-Pacífic; 7,3% from the 
Americas; and 2,3% from 
Africa. 

■ 171 cooperatives exhibited 
their products and services 
at the ICA Expo 

■ More than 520 volunteers 
collaborated 
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The International Co-operative Al-
liance announced the winners of 
the global Coop’Art competition, a 
contest in which youngsters from 
the Americas were deeply involved 
and it was reflected in the number 
of people from the continent in the 
winners list.  

The Coop’Art competition, open 
to people aged between 16 and 35, 
aimed to raise the awareness of 
young people of the co-operative 
movement through photography, 
video and music categories.  

José Antonio Chávez Villanueva, 
youth representative on the ICA 
board said the contest was a great 
success. “We received over 170 
proposals from 35 countries of 
Asia Pacific, Africa, Americas and 
Europe in what is the first compe-
tition undertaken by the ICA of 
global dimension, 6450 votes were 
registered on the website. We must 
continue working to create na-
tional, regional and global formal 
committees that encourage and 
strengthen youth participation in 
this and other projects," he said. 

Charles Gould, Director-General 
of the ICA, praised the high qual-

ity of the work submitted by con-
testants which was a true represen-
tation of the global nature of the co
-operative movement in which 
youth’s collective passion for the 
positive change co-operatives can 
bring to society was strongly rep-
resented. 

Billy Rey Tamio, a government 
worker and freelance photographer 
in the Philippines, took first place 
in the photography section of 
Coop’Art with his image of a 
group of siblings sitting in a rough 
field in an old, red, metal cart 
waiting for their oldest brother to 
attach them to his bike and pedal 
them across the bumpy track to 
their farm. He said in an interview 
that “they were so happy in spite 
of their condition”. 

Francisca Javiera Badilla Castillo 
from Chile won the video section 
with her short clip on the role 
credit co-operatives play in em-
powering people, helping them to 
own their homes and become their 
own bosses and funding education. 

Francisca said: “I participated in 
this contest mainly because it man-
aged to draw my attention on the 

fact that young people should be 
involved in co-ops. I am very glad 
to have won this contest, I still 
cannot believe it. I am very happy 
to be here and I am happier every 
day to see young people involved 
in solidarity projects.” 

Singer and composer Roberto 
Morban Ramirez was the winner 
in the music category with his lyri-
cal representation of the senti-
ments behind youth co-operatives. 
He said: “Empowering the youth is 
the best that can happen. I think 
that believing in young people is 
the best chance our society can 
give itself. The Dominican Repub-
lic believes in co-operatives, it be-
lieves in co-operation and in 
young people." 

The runners up in second and third 
place respectively in the photo 
competition were Vijay Singh Ra-
jput from India and Sara Sofia 
Planes from Argentina, in the 
video competition Joao Meirinhos 
from Portugal and Armina Nativi-
dad from the United Kingdom and 
in the music section Emily Erhardt 
from Canada and Francisco Javier 
Luevano Gutierrez from Mexico. 

 

MUSIC 

First place: Roberto Morban 
Ramírez (Dominican Republic)  

Second place: ERHARDT Emily 
Erhardt (Canada ) 

Third place: Francisco Luévano 
Gutiérrez (Mexico) 

 

PHOTO  

First place: Billy Rey Tamio (The 
Philippines) 

Second place: Vijay Singh Rajput 
(India) 

Third place: Sara Sofía Planes 
(Argentina) 

 

VIDEO  

First place: Francisca Javiera 
Badilla Castillo (Chile) 

Second place: Joao  Meirinhos 
(Portugal)  

Third place: Armina Natividad 
(United Kingodm) 

COOP’ART WINNERS ANNOUNCED 
AT CO-OPERATIVES UNITED 

WINNERS OF THE COOP’ART COMPETITION 
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Roberto Rodrigues was honoured 
as the winner of the prestigious 
Rochdale Pioneers award. The 
former ICA President (1997-
2001) and Brazilian Minister for 
Agriculture (2003-2006) received 
a huge round of applause as he 
took to the stage. 

Mr Rodrigues thanked everyone for 
his award and said the prize was for 
all his Brazilian fellows together, 
because “all I have done my whole 
life was with you, for you and be-
cause of you”. He described how 
co-operation was central to his life 
and said the co-operative move-
ment must make the most of the 
International Year of Co-operatives. 

The award was presented by the 
Leader of Rochdale Borough 
Council, Councillor Colin Lambert, 
which Dame Pauline Green said 
was “fitting” for the event. Dame 
Pauline said: ”[Roberto] has 
worked all his lifetime to give visi-
bility and profile to the co-
operative model. Having Roberto 
taking our message around the 
world is the best thing we could 
have wished for." 

Mr Rodrigues explained that al-
though he had little knowledge of 
co-ops when he started his career, 
he soon came to learn the “almost 
magical-power of co-ops”. He 
mentioned how throughout his ca-
reer he visited 81 countries and 
learned about the strength of co-
operation. He also pointed out there 
is a worldwide lack of international 
leaders capable of defining global 
directions. Added Mr Rodrigues: 
”It’s time for a movement of great 

expression to take the lead-with 
human beings at the centre of atten-
tion. This movement can only be 
the co-operative movement.” 

He emphasised that 2012 is not an 
arrival point but a departure point, 
adding that the next stage for the 
Co-operative Movement was the 
Nobel Peace Prize. Mr Rodrigues 
ended his acceptance speech in an 
artistic way, by singing John Len-
non’s lyrics “I am a dreamer, but I 
am not the only one.” 

Rochdale Pioneers Museum was re
-opened, after undergone a two-
year £2.3m facelift. Ramón Impe-
rial Zúñiga, President of ICA 
Americas, was one of the first offi-
cial visitors to the Museum. The re
-opening of the Museum coincided 
with Co-operatives United in Man-
chester, which marked the end of 
the International Year of Coopera-
tives.  

Museum Guide, Clare Hirst, who 

comes from Rochdale said “We do 
think that education is vital, it was 
a principle written by the Pioneers, 
and we’d love children and fami-
lies to be able to come to the Mu-
seum and use it as an educational 
source to learn about their local 
heritage.” 

The Museum received a grant of 
£1.5m from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund. Sara Hilton, Head of the 
Heritage Lottery Fund North West, 

said: “The development of the co-
operative movement is an impor-
tant part of our social history – 
both for local communities and for 
people across the world. “By safe-
guarding the collection and rede-
veloping the Rochdale Pioneers’ 
building, this project means that 
more people will have the opportu-
nity to learn about and be inspired 
by the wonderful story of the co-
operative movement.” 

THE CO-OPERATIVES UNITED EVENT 
ALSO CELEBRATED THE WINNER OF 
THE ROCHDALE PIONEERS AWARD 

ROCHDALE PIONEERS MUSEUM RE-OPENS 
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ICA Extraordinary General Assem-
bly was held in Manchester on Oc-
tober 31. During the Assembly, a 
series of changes of different na-
ture were voted and approved.  

During the Assembly, delegates 
elected Dr. Marta Sosa Heisele 
from Paraguay to the ICA Board of 
Directors. Dr. Sosa Heisele has 
been a member of Cooperativa 
Universitaria for 15 years, which 
works with financial co-operatives 
in the country, and is currently the 
President of the university. 

Members also voted on a move of 
the ICA Global Head Office to 
Brussels from its current Geneva 
base. President Dame Pauline 
Green also recommended, which 
was voted for unanimously, that 
the organisation sets itself up as an 

international non-profit association 
in Belgium. 

It was also agreed that an adjust-
ment in the membership formula 
should happen. This will mean that 
in ternat ional  and regional 
(supranational) federations or un-
ions of co-operative organisations 
will be moved from Associate to 
Full Member status; and that the 
transfer of such organisations be 
accompanied by a modest sub-
scription adjustment. 

It was also approved that compa-
nies of cooperative ownership and 
which, in practice, work as coop-
eratives, but by law cannot under-
take certain commercial activities, 
will be able to move from Associ-
ate Member to Full Member status.  
Another important change refers to 

mutuals, which will be allowed 
membership of the International 
Co-operative Alliance. 

Delegates backed the motion that 
called on the thematic ICA Com-
mittee on Co-operative Communi-
cation (ICACCC) and the ICA Hu-
man Resource Development Com-
mittee (ICAHRD) to be trans-
formed into working groups con-
nected to the work of the Director-
General and staff. 

The ICA Gender Equality Commit-
tee (ICAGEC) and the ICA Com-
mittee on Co-operative Research 
(ICACCR) retain their status as 
thematic committees; and a new 
thematic committee, the ICA Leg-
islative Committee, be established 
to replace the ICA Legal Commit-
tee. 

2012 EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
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At the ICA's General Assembly 
the Blueprint for a Co-operative 
Decade was launched. The docu-
ment, which was compiled by a 
working group with input from 
various co-operators and organi-
zations, aims for co-operatives to 
be the fastest growing form of 
enterprise by 2020.  

The draft Blueprint was presented 
at the ICA Extraordinary General 
Assembly, during Co-operatives 
United in Manchester, UK, which 
marked the movement’s culmina-
tion of the International Year of Co
-operatives. 

The Blueprint is an ambitious 
strategy to make co-operatives the 
fastest growing business model by 
the end of the decade. 

The co-operative decade strategy 
not only aims to make co-
operatives the fastest growing 
form of business but also seeks to 
make co-operatives the acknowl-
edged leader in environmental, so-
cial and economic sustainability. 

The blueprint aims to take co-
operatives to a position of being 
the preferred model by people 
worldwide. 

The 2020 vision seeks to build on 
the achievements of the Interna-
tional Year of Co-operatives and 
the resilience demonstrated by the 
co-operative movement since the 
great financial collapse. 

The Blueprint says that co-ops 
should reach their full potential in 
a fragile economy, maintain their 
competitiveness, enhance their 
performance, be innovative and 

remain relevant to emerging needs. 
To promote the diversity, effective-
ness and versatility of the business 
model, co-operatives must remain 
close to their members and iden-
tify their needs. 

It adds that co-ops need to become 
more focused on their guiding mis-
sion and values and clearly com-
municate their co-op difference; 
and also join forces with other co-
operatives through partnerships 
and collaborative agreements. 

In adapting to change, both co-
operative governance and capitali-
sation are important challenges. 
Therefore, co-ops must improve 
the management process and mem-
ber consultation, master new 
means of communication, develop 
new financing tools and entertain 
constructive dialogue with national 
and international authorities, ac-
cording to the declaration. 

Efforts must also be made for co-
operatives to gain greater political 
clout. The co-operative model has 
demonstrated its ability to succeed, 
a recognition that allows it to inter-
vene more forcefully than ever on 

the international scene. This new 
reality requires greater visibility of 
co-operative achievements and 
their original responses to the chal-
lenges of capitalism. 

The document argues that because 
they place human need and not 
profit at the centre of their organ-
isational purpose, co-operatives 
have an ethical dimension. Fur-
thermore, the Blueprint mentions 
how co-operatives show a ten-
dency to resist crises over history. 

The Blueprint emphasised how the 
financial crisis was largely due to 
managers acting according to their 
own interests, rather than accord-
ing to a shared interest. Co-ops, on 
the other hand, pursue stakeholder 
value rather than shareholder 
value. Thus, argued Mr Gould, 
ICA´s Director General it is essen-
tial for people to be aware of the 
positive role co-ops play in build-
ing a better world. He also added 
co-ops need to spread their mes-
sage across the world, or else oth-
ers will define co-ops. 

Download the Blueprint following 
this link. 

BLUEPRINT FOR A CO-OPERATIVE 
DECADE LAUNCHED 
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The official closing of the United 
Nations International Year of Co-
operatives (IYC), “Promoting Co-
operatives Beyond 2012” took 
place at the United Nations Head-
quarters in New York on 19-20 No-
vember 2012. The two day event 
highlighted major outcomes of 
various observances during the 
year, as well as forthcoming initia-
tives to strengthen cooperatives 
beyond 2012.  

The event programme consisted in 
a series of panel discussions ad-
dressing cooperatives and food se-
curity, cooperatives and youth, and 
policy and research directions, and 
also includes an official closing 
ceremony, reports from national 
committees and a short film festi-
val. Thematic side events will also 
be featured. 

At the event, Dame Pauline Green, 
President of the International Co-
operative Alliance (ICA), today 
declared a new era open for co-
operatives. 

“The UN International Year of Co-
operatives had provided the plat-
form from which the global co-
operative movement had re-defined 
its goals and strategy through a 
ratified plan of action, a blueprint 
for future growth”, she said. 

“The Blueprint for a Co-operative 
Decade is a framework which will 
take the global co-operative move-
ment through to the end of the dec-
ade with a plan to see co-
operatives grow as financially and 
environmentally sustainable busi-
nesses,” said the Director-General 
of the ICA, Charles Gould. “We 
have built a global strategy which 

positions co-operatives as the fast-
est growing business model by 
2020.” 

Co-operatives could also fill a key 
role in a strategy led by multilat-
eral organisations to solve the 
pressing, inter-linked problems of 
poverty and hunger, particularly in 
Africa, where hunger is a growing 
trend according to the Food and 
Agricultural Organization of the 
United Nations’ 2012 Hunger Re-
port, said Dame Pauline. The ICA 
has dedicated itself to working 

with the United Nations in reach-
ing its Millennium goals by sup-
porting the development of co-
operatives in emerging markets 
through its work at policy and 
grassroots level. 

One of its key initiatives during the 
year has been launching the Global 
Development Co-operative, a fund 
designed to provide loans to co-
operatives in emerging markets, 
particularly on the African conti-
nent, to help expand their busi-
nesses. The first drawdown from 
the fund is anticipated to take place 
in the first quarter of 2013. 

Youth, suffering from a loss of jobs 
and diminished hope for the future, 
could look to the formation of co-
operatives to provide a fairer eco-
nomic playing field. 

“Ban Ki-Moon, the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, 
made the profound statement at the 
beginning of this international year 
of celebration that co-operatives do 
prove that it is possible to be both 
socially responsible and economi-
cally viable,” said Dame Pauline. 

UN HAD THE OFFICIAL CLOSING 
OF 2012 IYC IN NEW YORK 

The IYC had provided the 
platform from which the 

global co-operative 
movement had re-defined 

its goals and strategy 
through a ratified plan 
of action, a blueprint 

for future growth. 
 

Dame Pauline Green 

“ 

”
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2012 International Year of Coop-

eratives has come to an end. We 

are facing the beginning of a dec-

ade of cooperative growing.  

It’s time to show our successful 
stories of cooperation in order to 
influence people and show the 
principles and values that make 
our cooperative business model 
so special.  

Every cooperative in every corner 
of the Americas needs to show 
the power of cooperation. Your 

stories will be published in a per-
manent section of the ICA-
Americas new web site that will 
help disseminate successful co-
operative experiences as part of 
the advocacy work of the coop-
erative Decade proposed by ICA.  

There are already dozens of sto-
ries showing successful experi-
ences of our cooperative busi-
nesses. Now it's time to publish 
your story! Stories can be told in 
video or as a written article with 
photographs. 

COOPERATIVE SUCCESSFUL 
STORIES IN THE AMERICAS 

HOW CAN THE 
INFORMATION BE 
SENT?  

Video: If the video is already 
online, send us the link. If it 
has not been published yet, 
contact us at: 
aic@aciamericas.coop. 

Text and photographs: 
Send it by mail with at least 
3 photos at: 
aic@aciamericas.coop. 
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SHORT ica NEWS  
 

The official strapline  for  the  International Year of Co‐operatives  is  to be adopted by  the  ICA beyond 2012. 

The words ‐”Co‐operative Enterprises Build A Better World”‐ will be used as the  ICA works with the world‐

wide movement  to  ensure  co‐operatives  become  the  fastest  growing  form  of  enterprise  by  2020  through 

the Blueprint for a Co‐operative Decade. Co‐operatives around the world are also being encouraged to adopt 

the slogan as a permanent part of their marketing and promotional materials. The slogan was created by the 

United Nations  for  the  International Year of Co‐operatives and has helped  to bring  the movement under a 

common identity.  
 

ICAEXPO 2012, held in Manchester between October 31 and November 2 in the framework of Co‐operatives 

United, was the largest exhibition in the history of the cooperative movement. More than 120 co‐operatives 

from over 35  countries exhibited a diverse array of products and services at  the  ICA's biennial business‐to‐

business show. Participating countries in the exhibition included organisations from 4 countries of the Ameri‐

cas  region:  Brazil,  Canada,  Costa  Rica  and Mexico. During  the  3‐day  event,  ICAEXPO  received more  than 

12,000 visitors and was the setting for the realization of business opportunities for all the cooperatives that 

were present as exhibitors. 
 

In a step to solidify its digital strategy and to reach the next generation of co‐operative members, the Interna‐

tional  Co‐ooperative Alliance has acquired  the  .coop  domain  name. Celebrating  its  tenth  anniversary  this 

year, the ICA been given the Domains.coop registrar and the technical infrastructure behind the .coop domain, 

from the UK’s Midcounties Co‐operative. The announcement was made by Charles Gould, Director‐General of 

the ICA, at a press conference prior to the General Assembly in Manchester, who said this move is in line with 

the movement’s Blueprint  for  a  Co‐operative  Decade, which  calls  for  a  stronger  link  and  connection with 

young people.  
 

ICA President Dame Pauline Green recently celebrated the relationship with the International Labour Organi‐

zation by meeting with its new Director General Guy Ryder. Mr Ryder, who started his five‐year term in Octo‐

ber, discussed a number of issues with Dame Pauline including youth in co‐operatives; the financial crisis and 

rural employment. The two organisations have worked together to promote co‐operation since ILO began  in 

1919, and partnered up in 2004 to work on the UN Millennium Development Goals.  
 

The International Co‐operative Alliance continues growing globally. By the end of 2012, ICA has 277 member 

organizations (239 full members and 38 associate members) from 98 countries representing approximately 1 

billion individuals members worldwide.  

All of your suggestions and proposals regarding the newsletter’s contents are very important for us, since our primary 

goal is to provide a publication enriched by your opinions.  

Please send your comments to: communications@aciamericas.coop 
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