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{ The Editor’s Pen }   
 
Welcome to another edition of Cooperative Integration. This issue begins with an 
important announcement: the celebration of our 19th Regional Conference, to be 
held in Panama City in mid-September 2015. Again, Cooperatives of the Americas 
will facilitate the meeting of the cooperators from all the countries of the region 
with representatives from other organizations of civil society and the social and sol-
idarity economy, from government agencies and national institutions linked to the 
activity of cooperatives, and from international organizations, as well as legislators, 
academics and leading specialists in the different subjects that will be addressed. 

This year the Regional Conference will focus on analyzing the progress made in the 
region in the implementation of Vision 2020, proposed by the Alliance under the 
Plan for a Cooperative Decade. We are looking forward to sharing both the achieve-
ments and the difficulties that we have met along the way, with the purpose of re-
viewing our strategies for the second half of this very significant decade for our 
movement. 

As usual, we will maintain regular contact with our members and with all the coop-
eratives in the region to provide details of the event, although we are calling on all 
stakeholders to confirm their registration as soon as possible through our website, 
and book your place in what will be, once again, the biggest annual continental co-
operative event. 

In this issue, we share more good news: the opening of the first mutual aid housing 
cooperative in Haiti, a project made possible thanks to the solidarity of the global 
cooperative movement and in which Cooperatives of the Americas has been en-
gaged actively and committedly. As we participate directly in initiatives that clearly 
demonstrate the enormous potential of the cooperative model for the care of the 
basic needs of the poorest sectors, we feel particularly pleased and motivated to 
continue working on the dissemination and promotion of the "cooperative differ-
ence." 

We are also presenting the new products developed by the organization in relation 
to education and training, in addition to the results of an event on competitiveness 
and the digital economy that was the first step in a coordinated effort between sev-
eral cooperative and academic institutions to draw upon the competitive advantages 
of our organizations in new settings. 

We hope that readers of this new edition of Cooperative Integration will find it use-
ful and interesting. As usual, we invite you to send us your suggestions and com-
ments, which are always invaluable input for improving the content of future edi-
tions. 

 

Manuel Mariño 

Regional Director 
of Co-operatives 
of the Americas 
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As all co-operators in the Americas 
are aware, in 2012 the General As-
sembly of the International Co-
operative Alliance approved the 
Blueprint for a Co-operative Decade, 
also known as “the 2020 Vision”, 
proposing that by 2020 the co-
operative form of business become: 
the acknowledged leader in econom-
ic, social and environmental sustain-
ability; the model preferred by peo-
ple; and the fastest growing form of 
enterprise. 

After an in-depth analysis of global 
trends, the International Co-
operative Alliance stated in the 2020 
Vision that “by 2020, poverty will 
have increased, the plight of young 
people will have deteriorated, and 
global warming will be having more 
frequent impacts on everyday life”. 

The Main Objective of the Confer-
ence is therefore to open a space of 
reflection and discussion to identify 
main advances and challenges in 
consolidating the region’s co-
operative business model, and its 
acknowledgement as (a) the leader 
in economic, social and environmen-

tal sustainability; (b) the model pre-
ferred by people; and (c) the fastest 
growing form of enterprise. 

The specific objectives set out for 
the event are the following: 

■ Analyse the main difficulties faced 
by the region to achieving the ob-
jectives of participation, sustaina-
bility, identity, judicial aspect and 
capital and propose solutions 

■ Share successful experiences that 
prove co-operation is the best en-
terprise model to face economic, 
political, social and environmental 
challenges faced by societies in the 
Americas region 

■ Stimulate the debate of ideas and 
proposals to generate the condi-
tions for an effective coordination, 
exchange and common action 
among co-operatives of the Ameri-
cas, that would allow the consoli-
dation of their enterprise model for 
the year 2020. 

The Conference will be a meeting 
ground for representatives of these 
co-operatives and diverse sectors of 

civil society in the region, including 
NGOs, other organizations of the 
solidarity economy, co-operative 
promotion and development bodies, 
academia, international entities, gov-
ernment officials, and legislators, in 
order to analyse the Blueprint for a 
Co-operative Decade and draw the 
conclusions necessary for consolida-
tion of the co-operative business 
model by 2020. 

2015 is midway through the “Co-
operative Decade” making this Re-
gional Conference a propitious mo-
ment to take stock and reflect on 
strides made by co-operatives in the 
Americas and the obstacles encoun-
tered, and to systematize the lessons 
learnt, drawing conclusions and ori-
enting strategies so that as 2020 fi-
nalizes, the co-operative movement 
in the Americas is fully consolidated. 

Clearly, the participation of co-
operators of the Americas is vital to 
achieving the 2020 Vision, so we 
look forward to seeing you at the 
Conference, the most important co-
operative event in the region. 

CLOSING GAPS TOWARDS 
THE 2020 VISION 

More info and registrations at http://www.aciamericas.coop/conferencia2015 
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On April 14, 23 families, members 
of Kooperativ Lojman Men nan 
Men -KOLOMM- (Hand-in-Hand 
Housing Co-operative), received 
the keys to their homes from repre-
sentatives of Cooperatives of the 
Americas, COOMEVA of Colom-
bia, Fundasal of El Salvador, We 
Effect and Heifer, cooperation 
agencies from Sweden and the 
United States respectively, Ameri-
ca Solidarity of Chile, GARR of 
Haiti and local authorities of 
Lascahobas, the commune where 
the new cooperative is located. 

All families making up the cooper-
ative lost their homes during the 

earthquake that struck Haiti in 
2010. Moved by the magnitude of 
the tragedy, the international co-
operative movement represented 
by the International Co-operative 
Alliance began a solidarity cam-
paign to raise funds to aid the vic-
tims and contribute to the country’s 
reconstruction. Around $400,000 
was allocated to the promotion, 
technical assistance and construc-
tion of  the housing project. 

The first stage involved identifying 
a group of people to form the hous-
ing co-operative. Twenty-three 
families from Petit Fond who had 
lost their homes were chosen, all 

eager to build new houses that 
would survive future disasters. For 
18 months, the members of the co-
op received training to understand 
what it meant to be a mutual aid 
housing co-operative. 

This was the longest phase of the 
project, explained Manuel Mariño, 
Director of Co-operatives of the 
Americas. “In this type of co-op, 
the owner of the land and the hous-
es is the co-operative, not the peo-
ple,” he said. “The members have 
the right to use the house until they 
die or leave the co-op, but they 
can’t sell it; in other words, they 
can’t do business with it.” 

INAUGURATED THE FIRST 
SELF-HELP HOUSING 
CO-OPERATIVE IN HAITI 

The solidarity of the global co-operative movement in action 
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The members of the co-operative 
have also received training in safe 
construction awareness and learned 
about what it takes to plan and 
build earthquake- and hurricane-
resistant structures. KOLOMM 
started building the houses in Janu-
ary 2014, with the families helping 
throughout the process by laying 
blocks, carrying water and digging 
foundations. 

Mr. Mariño added: “The second 
part, the construction, went rather 
fast because the members them-
selves are the ones that built the 
houses under the direction and su-
pervision of an engineer/architect. 
For the first part of the project we 
had a volunteer from FUCVAM 
with extensive experience in this 
kind of housing co-operative. So 
the project was led by Co-
operatives of the Americas and in 
the field by this person from 
FUCVAM and, later on, by Heifer.” 

“The idea of this pilot project was 
to show the international commu-
nity that is possible to build houses 
worthy of living in, that will not be 
destroyed in the next earthquake, 
to a very reasonable cost,” Mariño 
added. 

Before handing over the keys to 
new homes, Maria Eugenia Perez, 

President of COOMEVA, recalled 
that the project was made possible 
thanks to the contribution of coop-
eratives from Japan, Malaysia, Cy-
prus, Mexico, Chile, Colombia, Ar-
gentina, UK and Czech Republic, 
among others countries. In the case 
of COOMEVA, workers and offi-
cials of the organization donated a 
day’s salary to the campaign for 
which they feel very close to the 
families of KOLOMM. 

Ramón Imperial, on behalf of the 
International Cooperative Alliance, 
congratulated the co-operators for 
their great effort and work on 
building their homes, while en-
couraging them to further strength-

en the cooperative to face the new 
challenges that lie ahead, such as 
the provision of water and electric-
ity. The cooperative is the way to 
solve these problems, as the Hai-
tian government and the state lack 
the capacity to meet the basic 
needs and rights of its people. 

In an emotional speech, Mr. Mari-
ño recalled the early meetings with 
families in 2011 to begin planning 
the building project, when the goal 
of decent houses seemed a distant 
dream and skepticism about a bet-
ter future prevailed. He also 
stressed the importance of coopera-
tives to improve the living condi-
tions of the Haitian people and 
thanked the support received from 
Heifer, We Effect, America Soli-
darity, Fundasal and FUCVAM. 

Finally, Wesnel, Laurent and Anel-
ia, on behalf of all the families of 
KOLOMM, thanked the coopera-
tive movement, GARR and Heifer, 
among others, for all the support 
received. During his gratitude ad-
dress they narrated some inspira-
tional experiences that happened 
during the process of construction 
of their homes, which proudly 
showed to more than a hundred 
people who attended the inaugura-
tion.  
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Co-operatives from the Americas 
region are looking at ways in 
which they can increase collabora-
tion to make the most of the ad-
vantages brought by technological 
developments. At a recent confer-
ence in Costa Rica, representatives 
from co-ops in 17 countries dis-
cussed about co-operative competi-
tiveness and the digital economy. 
The theme of the event was collab-
oration between co-operatives as a 
means of strengthening competi-
tion and integration in the digital 
economy.  

There were a total of 74 partici-
pants and presenters representing 
17 cooperatives, 4 universities, 3 
financial institutions, 6 cooperative 
associations/NGOS, and 2 govern-
ment agencies from 12 Latin 
American countries, the USA, and 

France. 52 high-ranked leaders 
were among those in attendance.  

The conference was co-organized 
by Co-operatives of the Americas, 
the Michael J. Coles College of 
Business at Kennesaw State Uni-
versity (KSU), CENECOOP, 
Fundepos University, CIFAL-
Atlanta, Confederation of Coopera-
tives of the Caribbean, Central 
America and South America (CCC
-CA), and the Ministry of Labor of 
the government of Costa Rica . 

The main aim of the event was to 
promote co-operation among co-
operatives, governments, universi-
ties, financial institutions and 
NGOs to benefit from the competi-
tive advantages of co-operatives 
and achieve an integration of the 
digital economy within the frame-
work of the social and solidarity 

economy. We are all witnessing the 
profound changes the world has 
experienced within the last years 
due to phenomena of globalization 
and technologic development. As a 
result, not only the way in which 
people communicate among them-
selves and within their working, 
commercial, financial and political 
environments has changed, but the 
business environment has also 
changed, having levels of dyna-
mism and competitiveness never 
seen before. This reality represents, 
at the same time, a challenge and 
an opportunity for co-operative en-
terprises, being essential to rethink 
strategies and concepts of all our 
enterprises, whatever their size or 
sector of activity. 

Within this process of rethinking 
we find the necessity to adapt to 

CO-OPERATIVES IN THE AMERICAS 
EXPLORE THE POTENTIAL OF THE DIGITAL 
ECONOMY TO INCREASE CO-OPERATIVE 
COMPETITIVENESS 
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the new digital economy, which 
makes an intensive use of commu-
nication and information technolo-
gies (TICs) to obtain appropriate 
access and make intelligent use of 
the enormous volumes of infor-
mation available today. 

The International Conference was 
an excellent opportunity to find out 
at first hand about the experiences 
and strategies led by some organi-
zations within the co-operative 
movement in the region.  

Participants highlighted that co-ops 
find themselves in an increasingly 
changing and competitive environ-
ment. Digital technology also 
changes the way in which people 
interact, not only in their working 
environment, but also at commer-
cial, financial and political level, 
they said. While 60% of people in 
Latin America are un-banked, the 
use of the digital technology could 
help promote social, economic and 
financial inclusion, argued the del-
egates. 

They also agreed that digital econ-

omy could be a means to increase 
the economic value of co-
operatives as well as their engage-
ment with members and customers. 
They added that the economic and 
digital integration of co-operatives 
was a fundamental element to in-
crease their offer in terms of prod-
ucts and services. 

Participants left the conference fa-
miliar with an economic develop-
ment model specific to coopera-
tives, including the skills necessary 
for implementing professional 
managerial training programs in 
the face of competition from glob-
alization, accessing and developing 
internal and external capital mar-
kets, transitioning to a digital econ-
omy, rethinking the regulatory and 
legislative framework, and inte-
grating with academia, society, and 
government agencies.  

The organizations taking part in the 
event ratified an agreement in 
which they pledged to work togeth-
er to foster and strengthen the com-
petitiveness and sustainability of 

co-operatives in the Americas. As 
part of the agreement they will be 
setting up a Consortium of Co-
operative Competitiveness, made 
up of organizations and institutions 
from Canada, USA, South Ameri-
ca, Central America and Caribbe-
an. 

The consortium will act as a think-
tank. It will carry out research pro-
jects and publish an academic jour-
nal in financial and economic in-
formation for co-operatives. The co
-ops are also looking at developing 
education and training programmes 
that promote economic develop-
ment of co-operatives in the Amer-
icas. 

The organizers are putting together 
a digital version of the conference, 
which will include all presentations 
and will be available to all interest-
ed co-operative organizations. For 
more information contact Mr. Artu-
ro Piedra-Santa, responsible for Co
-operative Development at Co-
operatives of the Americas: 
at coopdesarrollo@americas.coop. 
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The Alliance and the United Na-
tions through COPAC (Committee 
for the Promotion and Advance-
ment of Cooperatives) jointly ap-
pointed equality as the theme for 
the 2015 International Day of Co-
operatives. The day's slogan is 
"Choose co-operative, choose 
equality". 

The global income gap has contin-
ued to widen over the past years. A 
recent Credit Suisse report esti-
mates that the top 1 percent of the 
globe’s population possesses nearly 
half of the world’s wealth, whereas 
the bottom half of world’s popula-
tion holds less than 1 percent of its 
riches.  

But inequality comes in a variety 
of shades. It can apply to ethnic, 
regional or locational characteris-
tics, or personal features such as 
gender or age. Preceding equal vot-
ing rights for men and women, 
gender equality has been a funda-
mental right in co-operatives, since 
their inception in the first half of 
the 19th century. Co-operatives’ 
typically flat hierarchy encourages 

a culture of teamwork, where talent 
is rewarded rather than competi-
tiveness. 

HOW INEQUALITY AFFECTS 
US ALL 

Inequality matters because it influ-
ences our perceptions about self-
worth and justice. All human be-
ings are entitled to the same re-
spect and dignity. Inequality how-
ever, has also serious negative so-
cio-economic and security conse-
quences.   

■ Bad for the economy - Inequali-
ty also slows GDP growth. It hin-
ders human capital accumulation, 
hurts educational outcomes and 
long-term economic prospects for 
those on the lower end of the in-
come ladder.   

■ Bad for our infrastructure - 
When excluded, people cannot 
participate in the institutions that 
build a society. Examples of this 
are medical capacity building, in-
dustry requiring schooled crafts-
men, or credit and insurance. 

■ Bad for our safety - The social 
impacts of inequality include un-
employment, violence, crime, hu-
miliation, and deterioration of 
human capital and social exclu-
sion. Inequality negatively affects 
democratic participation, it fos-
ters corruption and civil conflict.  

■ Bad for democracy - Politically, 
inequality erodes the fairness of 
institutions. Inequality exacer-
bates the problem of holding 
governments accountable. Where 
social institutions are already 
fragile, inequality further dis-
courages the civic and social life 
that underpins effective collec-
tive decision-making which is 
necessary for the functioning of 
healthy societies.  

HOW CO-OPERATIVES CAN 
HELP? 

■ All owners - By widening own-
ership, co-operatives are a proven 
force for economic and social in-
clusion. If the co-operative model 
continues to grow, inequality will 
be reduced.  

EQUALITY IS THE THEME OF 
THE 2015 INTERNATIONAL 
DAY OF CO-OPERATIVES 
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■ Open to all - Because a coop is 
open to all, anybody, man or 
woman, old or young can enter.   

■ Decision power not dependent 
on wealth - Because a coop has 1 
vote regardless of the capital, all 
have equal decision power. 

■ Equality means also equal ac-
cess to goods - The UN have rec-
ognized as a critical strategy, at 
the national level, that of ensur-
ing universal access to good-
quality, basic goods and services, 
the very purpose of a co-
operative.  

The United Nations state that it is 
important to ensure that provision 
actually reaches the sections of the 
population that are typically ex-
cluded. Co-ops focus on meeting 
the needs of their members rather 
than financial returns alone. 

The co-operative movement, pre-
sents a unique combination of 
global reach and people based 
business conduct. We can play an 
important role in poverty reduc-
tion. Co-operatives can help to re-
duce inequality by empowering 

people and by offering them a dig-
nified and sustainable way to make 
a living. 

Check out here the IDC 2015 cele-
bration page of the International 
Co-operative Alliance .  

The International Co-operative 
Day / International Day of Co-
operatives is celebrated on the first 
Saturday of July every year. Its aim 
is to increase awareness on co-
operatives and promote the move-
ment's successes and ideals of in-
ternational solidarity, economic 
efficiency, equality, and world 
peace. The International Day also 
aims to strengthen and extend part-
nerships between the international 
co-operative movement and other 
actors, including governments, at 
local, national and international 
levels.  

The Alliance first celebrated Inter-
national Day in 1923, though the 
earliest record we have in digital 
format on this web site is from the 
year 2000. In 1994, thanks to the 
lobbying efforts made through the 
Committee for the Promotion and 

Advancement of Cooperatives 
(COPAC) of which the Alliance is 
a member, the United Nations rec-
ognized and reaffirmed that co-
operatives have an important role 
to play in economic, social and 
cultural development and pro-
claimed an UN International Day 
of Co-operatives to be celebrated 
for the first time in 1995, marking 
the centenary of the establishment 
of the Alliance. The UN requested 
all its member governments to join 
with their co-operative movements 
to celebrate the day. 

The decision of the UN to cele-
brate an international day with the 
Alliance highlights the comple-
mentarity of the goals and objec-
tives of the United Nations and the 
international co-operative move-
ment. Both the Alliance and UN 
Days are celebrated on the same 

day - the first Saturday in July eve-
ry year. 

Since 1995, the Alliance and the 
United Nations through COPAC 
jointly set the theme for the cele-
bration of the International Day. It 
underscores the contribution of the 
movement to resolving global is-
sues addressed both the Co-
operative Movement and the Unit-
ed Nations. The theme is generally 
selected in spring. The Alliance 
prepares a message for the Day 
which is disseminated to all Alli-
ance members, international organ-
izations including the United Na-
tions and its agencies, development 
partners and the press. 

Want to know how this day was 
celebrated in previous years? What 
were the subjects chosen? Scroll 
through the history of the Interna-
tional Day at this link. 

THE STORY BEHIND OUR INTERNATIONAL DAY 
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The adoption of the Beijing Decla-
ration and Platform for Action at 
the Fourth World Conference on 
Women in 1995 laid the founda-
tion for action towards gender 
equality in all aspects of econom-
ic, social, cultural and political 
life. Twenty years later, the Inter-
national Labour Organization 
(ILO) and the International Co-
operative Alliance (Alliance) have 
joined together to assess how one 
particular sector -the co-operative 
movement- is impacting (and is 
impacted by) progress towards 
women’s empowerment and gen-
der equality.  

An online survey conducted by the 
ILO Cooperatives Unit and the Al-
liance shows 75 per cent of survey 

respondents feel that women’s par-
ticipation in co-operatives has in-
creased over the past 20 years. 

The findings come ahead of 
a panel and debate to be held 10 
March at the United Nations in 
New York, called “Co-operatives: 
Gender Equality and Women’s 
Empowerment.” The panel is be-
ing organized as a side event to the 
59th session of the Commission 
on the Status of Women, which 
takes place from 9 to 20 March. 

Regarding the survey findings, the 
president of the International Co-
operative Alliance, Dame Pauline 
Green said, “The Alliance and ILO 
joint survey highlights the unique 
effectiveness of the co-operative 
model in providing women with a 

dignified way out of poverty, often 
away from violence and abuse.” 

“I am also thrilled with the sur-
vey’s indicators towards a high 
number of women in leadership 
positions, particularly in our fi-
nance and insurance co-
operatives,” she added.  

Key findings indicate that co-
operatives are having an increas-
ingly positive impact on women: 
80 per cent of survey respondents 
felt that co-operatives are better 
than other types of private or pub-
lic sector business in advancing 
gender equality.  

“Co-operatives have a history of 
contributing to equality as well as 
to economic and social empower-

GLOBAL SURVEY SHOWS RISING 
WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION 
IN CO-OPERATIVES 
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ment,” said Simel Esim, Chief of 
the ILO Cooperatives Unit 
(COOP).  

“Considering that 2015 marks 20 
years since the adoption of 
the United Nations’ Beijing Decla-
ration on gender equality and 
women’s empowerment, these sur-
vey results reflect a positive trend 
for women’s involvement and ad-
vancement through the co-
operative movement,” she added. 

The poll of nearly 600 respondents 
included co-operative practition-
ers, civil society organizations, ac-
ademics, and government workers. 
Fifty per cent of respondents were 
from Europe and 15 per cent from 
both Asia and North America, re-
spectively. The remaining re-
spondents were from sub-Saharan 
Africa, South and Central Ameri-
ca, and the Middle East and North 
Africa.  

According to survey respondents, 
cultural issues are the most signifi-
cant barrier to gender equality en-
countered by co-operatives. This 
was overwhelmingly felt by 65 
percent of survey respondents.  

Survey respondents also said fur-
ther support of civil society and 

recognition by the state would 
continue to boost women’s em-
powerment and gender equality 
through co-operatives.   

The poll results show that access 
to employment is being indirectly 
facilitated by co-operatives in 
fields such as housing, healthcare, 
childcare, and eldercare, which 
provide women with affordable 
and accessible services that enable 
them to work. 

About two thirds of survey re-
spondents felt that women’s op-
portunity to participate in govern-
ance and management is a highly 
important feature of co-
operatives.  

While 50 per cent of respondents 
felt that member education and 
training were vital for co-
operatives, about the same number 
indicated that in the co-operatives 
they were most familiar with, 
there are never training sessions 
relevant to women’s empower-
ment and gender equality. 

Data gathered from the respond-
ents revealed there seemed to be 
growing attention to gender issues, 
movement of women into leader-
ship roles, and the increasing de-

velopment of women owned co-
operatives.  

In Europe and North America this 
was noted to be the case within the 
financial and social co-operatives 
specifically, while progress in the 
agricultural sector was particularly 
observed within Africa, Latin 
America, and India. 

The Alliance and 
ILO joint survey 

highlights the 
unique effectiveness 
of the co-operative 
model in providing 

women with a 
dignified way out of 
poverty, often away 
from violence and 

abuse. 

Dame Pauline Green 
President of the 

International Co-operative 
Alliance 

“ 

”

Co-operatives have a 
history of 

contributing to 
equality as well as to 
economic and social 

empowerment. 

Simel Esim 
Chief of the ILO 

Cooperatives Unit  
(ILO COOP) 

“ 

”
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The International Labour Organi-
zation (ILO) and the International 
Co-operative Alliance have signed 
a partnership agreement that marks 
the beginning of a new and more 
intense phase of collaboration be-
tween the two organizations. 

The Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) aims to contribute to 
sustainable development by pro-
moting the role of cooperative en-
terprises in the context of the Post 
2015 development agenda. It is a 
revised and updated version of an 
earlier agreement that was signed 
in 2004 under the framework of the 
UN Millennium Development 
Goals. 

ILO Director General Guy Ryder 
welcomed the new MoU by saying 
that “the new agreement with the 
International Co-operative Alliance 
is a forward-looking exercise fully 
consistent with the ILO’s 2016-17 
priorities as just adopted by our an-
nual International Labour Confer-
ence, as well as Alliance’s Blue-
print for a Co-operative Decade. It 
will allow us to tap into the full po-
tential of cooperatives around the 
world as we continue to work to-
wards a sustainable future with de-
cent work for all”. 

Dame Pauline Green, President of 
the International Co-operative Alli-
ance: “The Alliance is proud to 
step up its collaboration with the 
International Labour Office. Co-
operatives promote decent work 
and labour standards because of the 
democratic checks and balances 
existing inside them. Decent work 
is the cornerstone of sustainable 
development, and co-operatives - 
providing over 250 million jobs 
worldwide -have proven that they 
can create and sustain quality em-

ployment even in times of crisis. 
Co-ops also play an important role 
in helping small informal economy 
producers transition towards the 
formal economy. Co-operatives are 
an indispensable asset for achiev-
ing the Sustainable Development 
Goals because they offer an alter-
native model of enterprise, one that 
works towards a ‘triple bottom 
line’ of social, economic and envi-
ronmental sustainability.” 

Co-operatives directly employ 250 
million people in the world, in ad-
dition to those indirectly employed 
due to the economic activity that 
cooperatives generate. 

The ILO and the International Co-
operative Alliance have worked to-
gether to promote co-operatives 
since the foundation of the ILO in 
1919. The first Director-General of 
the ILO, Albert Thomas, was a 
leading figure in the French coop-
erative movement and member of 
the Central Committee of the Alli-
ance. The ILO also established a 
Cooperatives Unit in 1920 which 
continues to make major contribu-
tions to the work of the Organiza-
tion. 

When they first met in December 
2012 in Brussels, Alliance Presi-
dent Dame Pauline Green and ILO 
Director-General Guy Ryder 
agreed to promote the contribution 
of cooperatives to decent work and 
other sustainable development 
goals, to highlight their resilience 
to economic crisis and their contri-
bution to women’s equality, and to 
improve statistics on cooperatives, 
among other issues. 

Since that meeting, the two institu-
tions have worked closely together 
on all these issues through bilateral 
and multilateral platforms, includ-

ing the Committee for the Promo-
tion and Advancement of Coopera-
tives (COPAC) and the UN Inter-
agency Task Force on Social and 
Solidarity Economy. 

The joint research and policy dia-
logue initiatives launched by the 
ILO and Alliance in the last two-
and a half years are also starting to 
bear fruit. The Declaration of the 
International Summit of Coopera-
tives in October 2014 includes a 
commitment to decent work. A two 
day research conference on cooper-
atives and decent work taking 
place at the Alliance’s bi-annual 
global conference in Antalya, Tur-
key, in November 2015 will be an-
other collaborative effort bringing 
together ICA’s Cooperative Re-
search Committee and the ILO. In 
the context of the post-2015 devel-
opment agenda, the partnership 
will build on relevant international 
labour standards, including the 
ILO’s Promotion of Cooperatives 
Recommendation, 2002 (No. 193) 
and the new ILO Recommendation 
on the Transition from the Informal 
to the Formal Economy, 2015 (No. 
204). 

“The idea is to leverage the ad-
vantage of cooperatives in promot-
ing decent work and advancing the 
decent work agenda,” said Jürgen 
Schwettmann, Director of the 
ILO’s Partnership and Field Sup-
port Department (PARDEV). 

THE ILO AND THE ALLIANCE STEP 
UP COLLABORATION TO PROMOTE 
CO-OPERATIVES AND DECENT WORK 
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For 2015 and 2016, Co-operatives 
of the Americas has expanded its 
range of training and educational 
activities, adding some new offer-
ings to traditional training pro-
grams that have been implemented 
in recent years in dozens of organi-
zations from different countries in 
the region. 

Although Co-operatives of the 
Americas has been offering train-
ing activities practically since its 
inception, it was in 2010 that the 
Department of Education of the or-
ganization was formally estab-
lished, as a result of the discussions 
in the successive Annual Meetings 
of Cooperative Education that were 
conducted in Peru between 2006 
and 2009. The need was identified 
there for a differentiated education 
program for the various identifia-
ble segments in the cooperatives, 
so that the leaders, managers, em-
ployees and grassroots partners 
would receive training about the 
same themes but using different 
methodologies and learning tools. 

With the support of We Effect from 
Sweden, an educational methodol-
ogy was developed in 2010, from 
which various Training Programs 
have been developed that combine 
classroom activities with distance 
courses.  

Since then, the specific training of-
fering has been constantly revised 
and enriched with an ongoing as-
sessment of the needs and demands 
of cooperative organizations in the 
region, which are affected by a 
changing environment posing new 
challenges and opportunities al-
most daily. For the development of 
these training offerings and their 
implementation in the different co-
operatives in the region, agree-
ments have been established with 
other cooperative organizations 
and universities such as 
FUNDEPOS of Costa Rica, as well 
as with UNTREF and the National 
University of La Pampa, both from 
Argentina. 

The newest component of the ser-
vice package is the Facilitator 

Training Program in Education, 
which aims to answer one of the 
main challenges now facing coop-
eratives both in the region and 
around the world: standing out 
among competitors. This requires 
raising the levels of competitive-
ness, productivity and profession-
alism of the human capital to re-
spond in a timely manner and with 
quality to new market demands. A 
company that seeks to be competi-
tive must invest in the knowledge, 
skills, abilities and attitudes of the 
people who compose it. An ideal 
method for this purpose is the ap-
plication of teaching-learning pro-
cesses that require a special dedica-
tion of resources to develop the ca-
pacities of those responsible for the 
training and education within each 
cooperative. The program was first 
introduced in 2014 in Paraguay, to 
CONPACOOP member organiza-
tions. It is currently being present-
ed in Peru and it is scheduled to 
begin to be implemented in Ecua-
dor and Costa Rica, in coordination 
with the FUNDEPOS University. 

CO-OPERATIVES OF THE AMERICAS 
EXPANDS ITS EDUCATIONAL AND 
TRAINING SERVICES 
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A multi-stakeholder working group 
on co-operative statistics has been 
set up in Turkey. The working 
group will be coordinated by the co
-operatives directorate on the Min-
istry of Customs and Trade and 
technically supported by TurkStat. 

With this move, Turkey has be-
come the first pilot country to fol-
low up on the Resolution on statis-
tics on co-operatives that was 
adopted at the 19th International 
Conference of Labour Statisticians. 

The resolution recognized the need 
to produce statistics on co-
operatives in all countries of the 
world. It also recommended that 
interested national statistical offic-
es carries out further development 
work on the measurement of co-
operatives, doing pilot studies and 
preparing progress reports for dis-
cussion at the 20th International 
Conference of Labour Statisticians 
(ICLS). 

Paragraph eight of the International 
Labour Organization’s (ILO) rec-
ommendation 193 on the promo-
tion of co-operatives also encour-
ages governments to ensure that 
national policies “seek to improve 
national statistics on cooperatives 
with a view to the formulation and 
implementation of development 
policies”. 

The Turkish co-operative move-
ment welcomed the creation of the 
co-operative statistics group, which 
came out of a Co-operative Statis-
tics roundtable taking place in An-
kara on 3 February. 

According to Huseyin Polat of the 
National Co-operative Union of 
Turkey (NCUT), the movement 
will play an active role in the 
working group and provide support 
to the working group. 

ILO’s Turkey office along with 
ILO Statistics and ILO COOP will 
offer further technical support to 
the working group on a needs basis 
and through progress meetings that 
would take place every six months. 

Speaking at the roundtable, presi-
dent of NCUT, Muammar Niksarli, 
said that Turkish co-operatives 
were unable to show their strength 
at international level due to the 
lack of statistics. While administra-
tive data exists at local level, this is 
not aggregated, processed and ana-
lysed properly, he added. 

Mustafa Sepetçi, Head of the Inter-
national Relations Department of 
the Cooperatives General Direc-

torate in the Ministry of Trade also 
highlighted that co-operative statis-
tics was one of the key areas of ac-
tion identified under the Turkish 
National Co-operative Strategy and 
Action Plan of 2012-16.  

Another speaker at the roundtable, 
Mr Hakki Ozel from ILO Statistics 
Department explained how the 
ICLS met every five years to de-
vise international standards, rec-
ommendations, resolutions and 
guidelines in advancing statistics 
on a range of issues. 

Discussions are underway with co-
operative movements, relevant 
government ministries and national 
statistics offices of other countries 
in Asia, Africa and the Americas. 
Simel Esim, head of the Coopera-
tives Unit at the ILO says "We are 
looking forward to other countries 
joining this important and needed 
initiative". 

CO-OPERATIVE STATISTICS MULTI-
STAKEHOLDER WORKING GROUP 
LAUNCHED IN TURKEY 

An example to keep in mind and to imitate 
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On 9 April 2015, the president of 
the General Assembly of the Unit-
ed Nations organized a hearing for 
civil society organizations on the 
topic of Financing for Develop-
ment. This meeting was part of the 
preparatory process for the Third 
International Conference on Fi-
nancing for Development to be 
held in mid-July 2015 in Addis Ab-
aba, Ethiopia. 

This Conference will be a mile-
stone, since it aims to reach an 
agreement at the level of the inter-
national community on a crucial is-
sue: the financing required for the 
implementation of the new post-
2015 Development Agenda and 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), which will replace the 
Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) as the guide and point of 
reference for actions to promote 
the development of all UN Mem-
ber States. The Conference will 
gather high-level political repre-
sentatives, including Heads of 
State and Government, and Minis-
ters of Finance, Foreign Affairs 
and Development Cooperation, as 
well as all relevant institutional 
stakeholders, non-governmental or-
ganizations and business sector en-
tities. 

As the Zero Draft of the outcome 
document for the Third World Con-
ference on Financing for Develop-
ment was released at the beginning 
of April, these hearings were the 
perfect opportunity to collect the 
first views from member states and 
civil society about this document. 

Rodrigo Gouveia, director of poli-
cy for the International Co-
operative Alliance was one of the 
lead civil society respondents at 

one of the sessions and he took the 
opportunity to highlight the need 
for the development of innovative 
sources and mechanisms for fi-
nancing and implementing sustain-
able development, including look-
ing at partnerships with co-
operative organizations. 

Overall, participants and member 
states present at the event agreed 
that there was a need to make sure 
that the financing mechanisms for 
development had greater democrat-
ic control and that they were more 
efficient in reaching the people that 
most needed them. There was also 
a general agreement that mobiliz-
ing national domestic financial re-
sources for development was nec-
essary without reducing the official 
development assistance provided 
by more economically developed 
countries. 

Co-operatives, mutuals and other 
social and solidarity economy or-
ganizations have an important role 
to play in financing for develop-
ment. Financial co-operatives are 
an ideal tool to provide access to 
basic financial services in less de-
veloped areas to individuals and 
SMEs. But the role of co-
operatives extends beyond that. By 
promoting and supporting the de-
velopment of co-operatives, na-
tional governments can increase 
the sustainable development of 
their economies and societies, 
providing people with a democratic 
and values based model of business 
that looks to serve the needs of its 
members and the community at 
large. 

Previously, the International Co-
operative Alliance had published 
its position on the Zero Draft of the 

outcome document for the Third 
World Conference on Financing for 
Development. The paper suggests 
to introduce the concept of co-
operatives and social and solidarity 
economy organizations into the ze-
ro draft to make it more inclusive 
regarding the contribution of dif-
ferent models to financing for de-
velopment.  

The document also stresses that 
“the co-operative movement has a 
fundamental role to play in deliver-
ing a financial framework oriented 
to sustainable development, not on-
ly through financial co-operatives 
and mutuals (banking and insur-
ance), but also in other sectors of 
the economy such as agriculture, 
fisheries, industry and services, re-
tail, housing, health, energy and 
others.”  

The Alliance will continue in-
volved in this process to advocate 
for the recognition and inclusion of 
co-operatives. 

THE ROLE OF CO-OPERATIVES IN 
FINANCING FOR DEVELOPMENT 

Rodrigo Gouveia 
Director of Policy for the 

International Co-operative Alliance 
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All of your sugges ons and proposals regarding the newsle er’s contents are very important for us, since our primary 
goal is to provide a publica on enriched by your opinions.  

Please send your comments to: communica ons@aciamericas.coop. 

THE INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE 
ALLIANCE AND DESJARDINS GROUP CONFIRM 
A THIRD SUMMIT TO BE HELD IN 2016 
Following the success of the 2012 
and 2014 Summits, Desjardins and 
the International Co-operative Alli-
ance have announced that a third 
edition of the International Summit 
of Cooperatives will be held from 
October 11 to 13, 2016, in Quebec 
City, Canada. 

While the first two editions aimed 
to promote the co-operative busi-
ness model and raise its profile, the 
third edition will show the real im-
pact co-operatives have on the lo-
cal, regional, and world economy 
by showcasing the actions of co-
operatives in their communities. 

“Our goal for 2016 is to demon-
strate that an important strength of 
the co-operative business model is 
its ability to inter-cooperate among 
its sectors of activity, both locally 
and internationally,” said Desjar-
dins Group Chair of the Board, 
President, and CEO and Summit co
-host Monique F. Leroux. “With its 
flexibility, resilience, and focus on 
putting human capital before finan-
cial capital, the co-operative model 
generates tangible social, econom-
ic, and environmental benefits.” 

In a constantly changing world 
marked by a fragile global econo-
my, the cooperative business model 
is more relevant than ever, and it 
helps promote responsible econom-

ic growth. “As we head toward 
2016, we want co-operatives to be 
fully recognized as part of the solu-
tion to economic and financial 
problems,” said International Co-
operative Alliance President and 
Summit co-host Dame Pauline 
Green. “The time has come to in-
clude co-operative actions in ma-
jor socioeconomic development 
strategies for sustainable, equita-
ble, and democratic prosperity.” 

Considered the premier event in 
the co-operative business commu-
nity, the Summit has become a 
must-attend event: It confirms the 
credibility of co-operatives and 
their crucial role in the global 
economy with both governments 
and international organizations. 

The  International Summit of Co-
operatives   is the world’s leading 
event for business development in 
the co-operative and mutual com-
munity. It offers managers, deci-
sion-makers, and leaders of co-
operative and mutual enterprises a 
unique forum for reflection, discus-
sion, cooperation, and training on 
major trends and their current and 
future issues, supported and en-
hanced by the attendance of inter-
nationally recognized experts. 

By demonstrating that co-
operatives are one answer to the 
major economic issues of our 
times, the Summit aims to promote 
and foster the development of co-
operative enterprises in all coun-
tries.  
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