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PANEL DISCUSSIONS: AN OPEN 

DEBATE INCLUDING ALL THE VOICES 

The IV Co-opera�ve Summit of the Ameri-

cas devoted a full day to open and frater-

nal exchange, in three Workshops, each of 

which addressed one of the core thema�c 

areas defined for the ac�vity.  (page 15) 

RAMON IMPERIAL: THE CONTRIBUTION 

OF CO-OPERATIVES TO THE  

ACHIEVEMENT OF THE SDG  

(page 10) 

JOSE MUJICA: BUILDING 

PARTNERSHIPS TO WAGE A 

MUCH-NEEDED CULTURAL BATTLE  

(page 11) 

COMMITMENT FROM PUBLIC ACTORS  

The networks of Parliamentarians and  

Na�onal  Ins�tu�ons for Co-opera�ve  

Promo�on, Development,  Supervision 

and Credit issued statements expressing 

their commitment to the development of 

coopera�ves in our region.  (page 12) 

A COMPREHENSIVE DEBATE ON THE 

FUTURE OF CO-OPERATIVES 

The IV Co-opera�ve Summit of the Amer-

icas gathered in Montevideo over 1,250 

co-operators to work together on iden�-

fying common ini�a�ves, proposals and 

strategies.  (page 6) 
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{ The Editor’s Pen }     
 

This special issue of CoopsAmericas Newsletter is dedicated to presenting a brief 

account of the Fourth Co-operative summit of the Americas, which under the title 

“Cooperatives: working together for sustainable development”, gathered over 1,250 

cooperative members from the region and the rest of the world in Montevideo, Uru-

guay, between November 14 and 18, 2016. 

It would be impossible to explain in detail everything that happens at an event of 

this kind. In fact, not even those of us directly involved in the organization and co-

ordination of the various sessions of the summits get to know in full everything that 

happens over five days of intense work. Naturally, in addition to the events planned, 

many other things take place, such as interaction and sharing between the numerous 

participants in these important events, which is probably the greatest accomplish-

ment in meetings of this nature. We are confident that everyone who has chosen to 

join us in these regional meetings has taken with them some learning, experiences 

and personal lessons, which go far beyond the academic agenda proposed and the 

sessions included in the congress. Each year, all members of the Cooperative of the 

Americas work for several months, along with our local counterparts, to plan as ful-

ly as possible all the details of each of our annual events, but we do it with full 

awareness that simply having cooperative members of the region meet for a few 

days will be enough to generate exchanges, agreements, and even business among 

the participants. 

The Fourth Co-operative Summit of the Americas has once again fulfilled that ob-

jective but it has been particularly satisfying for several reasons. Many participants 

approached us to comment on the event and express their satisfaction with the or-

ganization of the summit. All sessions had very high attendance and, in many of 

them, it even exceeded our expectations. Additionally, the participants have com-

mented on the high quality of the discussions and inputs received. Highly complex 

topics, extremely relevant for the cooperatives of the region, were addressed in a 

mature, rigorous and creative manner. And, once again, we drafted a Final Declara-

tion with the Summit’s main conclusions and agreements, including a significant 

number of specific proposals aimed at enhancing the role of cooperatives and other 

forms of associative organizations in achieving the UN Sustainable Development 

Goals.  

The success of the Fourth Summit would not have been possible without the price-

less support and commitment of the Uruguayan cooperative movement in general, 

and in particular, of its highest representative body, CUDECOOP. We would like to 

end this introduction to this new issue of CoopsAmericas Newsletter by expressing 

our deepest gratitude and appreciation for the dedication, professional skills, and 

enthusiasm displayed by its team of leaders and collaborators, which were decisive 

for obtaining these positive results. 

 

Manuel Mariño 

Regional Director 
of Co-operatives 
of the Americas 
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The closing ceremony of the 

Fourth Co-operative Summit of 

the Americas was held on Friday, 

November 18th, and included the 

reading of the Declaration of 

Montevideo, the document that 

contains the conclusions of this 

summit, which had the participa-

tion of over 1,250 cooperative 

members from the region and the 

rest of the world. 

The first Co-operative Summit of 

the Americas was held in 2009 

with the objective of promoting 

the creation of a space for in-

depth discussion to facilitate 

agreements and conclusions that 

would later be presented in the 

form of a Final Declaration with 

concrete commitments assumed 

by participating organizations, 

with the aim of promoting chang-

es with direct impact on coopera-

tives themselves, but also enhanc-

ing the quality of life of coopera-

tive members and the general 

population.  

Prior summits were held in Gua-

dalajara, Mexico (2009), Panama 

City, Panama (2012) and Cartage-

na de Indias, Colombia (2014), 

and in each summit final declara-

tions were adopted with the com-

mitments of the participating co-

operatives towards the issues of 

choice. 

At this Fourth Summit, the topic 

chosen to serve as general frame-

work for the more than 20 ses-

sions of the event was 

“Cooperatives: working together 

for sustainable development”. 

The Declaration of Montevideo, 

read by the President and the Re-

gional Director of Cooperatives 

of the Americas at the formal 

closing of the Summit, begins 

with an account of the partici-

For more information on the development of the IV Cooperative Summit of the Americas  
(statements, galleries, videos and presentations) visit: http://www.aciamericas.coop/ivcumbre 

FOURTH CO-OPERATIVE SUMMIT OF THE 
AMERICAS CONCLUDES WITH THE ADOPTION 
OF THE DECLARATION OF MONTEVIDEO 
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pants in the various events that 

took place throughout the week, 

as well as the objective of each 

activity, stating that “1,250 wom-

en and men from different gener-

ations, representatives of cooper-

atives, mutual aid organizations, 

the civil society, academia, social 

and political movements, interna-

tional organizations, government 

and parliamentary authorities of 

23 countries of the Americas, 

joined by representatives from It-

aly, Spain, the Netherlands, Isra-

el, Great Britain, Portugal, Fin-

land, Luxemburg and Greece are 

proposing to shift the course of 

society by working together for 

sustainable development”. The 

participation of such a large num-

ber of cooperative members from 

outside the region was partly due 

to the fact that the Second Conti-

nental Congress on Cooperative 

Law and the First International 

Forum were held concurrently 

with the rest of the activities as 

part of the Summit. 

The document then highlights 

one topic that was present in sev-

eral sessions: the danger of losing 

some of the progress made in the 

last few years in some countries 

of the region in terms of the 

“conquest of rights, the reduction 

of poverty and redistribution of 

wealth”, as a consequence of the 

new global and regional scenario, 

with increasing predominance of 

economic and political uncertain-

ty, the threat of a new recession 

and crisis, describing it as “the re-

turn of neoliberal expressions in 

various countries of the region”. 

The Declaration further addresses 

each one of the three main the-

matic areas that guided the debate 

and exchanges of each session of 

the Summit. On the first topic, 

“Power, Market, Democracy and 

Development”, the document 

states that “the power of some of 

the largest global economic 

groups has greatly exceeded the 

role of National States, and even 

that of several international inter-

governmental organizations, 

jeopardizing the very notion of 

democracy and the development 

alternatives of most countries.” 

Additionally, in order to build so-

cieties that resemble more closely 

the aspirations of the cooperative 

movement, it will be necessary to 

fight for the control of areas cur-

rently under the power of transna-

tional capital groups, a battle that 

is to be fought in several fronts: 

the economic, social, cultural, 

communicative, political, territo-

rial, and environmental realms. It 
Co-operatives are 

called to provide, 

among others, food, 

housing, financial 

services and decent 

work all over the world, 

in addition to constant 

innovation and 

resilience. Their actions 

have clearly been 

geared at generating 

real opportunities for 

millions of individuals, 

fostering real inclusion 

and social mobility 

conditions. 

Excerpt of the 

Declaration of Montevideo 

“ 

”

In order to build 

societies that resemble 

more closely the 

aspirations of the 

cooperative movement, 

it will be necessary to 

fight for the control of 

areas currently under 

the power of trans-

national capital groups, 

a battle that is to be 

fought in several fronts. 

Excerpt of the 

Declaration of Montevideo 

“ 

”
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goes on to say that one of the 

main fronts of this battle is the 

development and management of 

knowledge, stating that “the role 

of cooperatives and other social 

solidarity economy organizations 

in terms of access to, and control 

of, knowledge is paramount to 

consolidate a road to the expan-

sion of economic activity with a 

democratic basis, and more inclu-

sive innovation systems”. It also 

states that in order to succeed in 

this task, cooperatives must par-

ticipate at all levels of the econo-

my, improve their performance 

and build partnerships with other 

civil society stakeholders, such as 

social movements, higher educa-

tion institutions, and govern-

ments. 

With this purpose, the Declara-

tion of Montevideo proposes the 

following actions around this first 

thematic area: to consolidate de-

velopment within cooperatives to 

then “undertake external actions 

by cooperatives, permeating these 

values to the territory, thus con-

tributing to the development of 

their communities”; to develop 

inter-cooperation and strategic al-

liances; to promote the use of 

tools of cooperative social bal-

ance; to re-position the individual 

at the center of economic activity 

“highlighting the distinctive char-

acteristics of social solidarity 

economy and its transformational 

role”; and “highlighting the im-

portance of cooperative education 

in the construction of a more 

democratic society”. 

About the second thematic area –

“Social and Solidarity Econo-

my”– the Declaration proposes a 

series of actions to fight the con-

centration of wealth, the growth 

of poverty, and exclusion, 

through the transformative power 

of the social and solidarity econo-

my by, among others: recognizing 

SSE as a project for all women 

and men, and not only for the less 

privileged sectors; enhancing the 

role of cooperatives within it; 

building bonds and common 

The power of some of 

the largest global 

economic groups has 

greatly exceeded the 

role of National States, 

and even that of several 

international 

intergovernmental 

organizations, 

jeopardizing the very 

notion of democracy 

and the development 

alternatives of most 

countries. 

Excerpt of the 

Declaration of Montevideo 

“ 

”
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strategies for all stakeholders; 

promoting specific supportive 

public policies; disseminating and 

promoting the cooperative pro-

posal for social inclusion; main-

taining a fair balance between 

corporate base and associative 

base; fostering the creation of 

spaces for integration and dialog 

among all organizations involved 

in the solidarity model of devel-

opment; enhancing the role of the 

youth in cooperatives; and pro-

moting access to credit for low-

income individuals. 

About the third thematic area, 

“Contribution of Cooperatives to 

the Sustainable Development 

Goals”, the document stresses the 

unfeasibility of maintaining the 

current model of economic 

growth, food industrialization and 

production, which pollutes the 

environment and depletes natural 

resources, jeopardizing the fate of 

future generations. The Declara-

tion stresses the role cooperatives 

are called to assume by 

“providing, among others, food, 

housing, financial services and 

decent work all over the world, in 

addition to constant innovation 

and resilience. Their actions have 

clearly been geared at generating 

real opportunities for millions of 

individuals, fostering real inclu-

sion and social mobility condi-

tions”. 

In light of this role, the Declara-

tion states a number of concrete 

commitments of the cooperative 

movement to increase its contri-

bution for the implementation of 

the 2030 Agenda towards achiev-

ing the SDGs, among others: in-

fluencing the adoption of ade-

quate public policies; “taking ad-

vantage of the production capaci-

ty of cooperatives to contribute to 

the eradication of hunger, and of 

its democratic organizational 

model to ensure food sovereign-

ty”; fostering the adoption of a 

cooperative model in the commu-

nities with the support of govern-

ments and international organiza-

tions; building cooperative value 

chains through inter-cooperation; 

working with relevant public 

bodies to build the competitive 

capacities of cooperatives; 

“promoting associative undertak-

ings that generate decent, quality 

jobs”; “furthering the protection 

of the rights of working women 

and men” and monitoring the ad-

vances in the implementation of 

the Sustainable Development 

Goals, both within cooperatives 

and in the communities. 

The co-operative 

movement must assume 

a greater and more 

active role seeking to 

intervene more 

forcefully and with a 

greater strategic spirit 

in the various settings 

of policy-making 

concerning global 

public resources and 

inviting other types of 

organizations to join its 

efforts for social 

transformation towards 

sustainable and more 

inclusive growth. 

Excerpt of the 

Declaration of Montevideo 

“ 

”
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In the following pages, the Decla-

ration of Montevideo contains a 

summary of each one of the Sum-

mit sessions, sectoral and themat-

ic meetings, discussion forums, 

workshops, and roundtables.  

The document annexes include 

the respective final declarations 

of the Parliamentarians Meeting 

and of the Meeting of Institutions 

for Co-operative Promotion, De-

velopment, Supervision and 

Credit, which were also held as 

part of the agenda of events of the 

Summit. 

The Declaration of Montevideo 

concludes by urging the coopera-

tive movement to assume a great-

er and more active role, “seeking 

to intervene more forcefully and 

with a greater strategic spirit in 

the various settings of policymak-

ing concerning global public re-

sources” and inviting “other types 

of organizations to join its efforts 

for social transformation towards 

sustainable and more inclusive 

growth”. 

The full text of the declaration of 

the Fourth Co-operative Summit 

of the Americas could be down-

loaded at http://s.coop/25sls. 
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The Second Continental Congress 

on Cooperative Law, organized by 

Cooperatives of the Americas and 

sponsored by the Universidad de 

la República, was held in Monte-

video on November 16-18, 2016 

within the framework of the 

Fourth Co-operative Summit of 

the Americas. 

This was the sixth edition of the 

Congress in the Continent, start-

ing with the one held in Mérida 

(Venezuela) in 1969, evidencing a 

long tradition for these events, 

which have made major contribu-

tions to the development of Coop-

erative Law. On this opportunity, 

the Continental Congress was held 

concurrently with the First Inter-

national Forum on Cooperative 

Law, promoted by the Coopera-

tive Law Committee of the Inter-

national Co-operative Alliance, 

which gathered numerous experts 

from countries from other conti-

nents. The study and debate were 

thus enriched by a highly quali-

fied and diverse audience.  

Over three days, presentations 

were made and papers were dis-

cussed on current legal topics of 

special interest and importance for 

cooperatives, allowing for the 

presentation and sharing of infor-

mation and experiences –both in 

the academic and the practical 

realms. Moreover, the Alliance 

presented a project for building a 

world database on cooperative law 

to facilitate access to reliable, up-

dated information, while serving 

as a space for stakeholders to meet 

and share information on the sub-

ject. 

The “cooperative act” was ratified 

as the legal conceptual core of Co-

operative Law in Latin America 

and there were intense debates 

about its features and the effects 

of its recognition. The relation be-

tween cooperative principles and 

cooperative law was widely ana-

lyzed, emphasizing the im-

portance of conducting further 

studies on this issue, which is cur-

rently the subject of scientific re-

search by the Study Group on Eu-

ropean Cooperative Law 

(SGECOL) through the PECOL 

Project. 

SECOND CONTINENTAL CONGRESS 
AND FIRST INTERNATIONAL FORUM 
ON CO-OPERATIVE LAW 
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State oversight of cooperatives 

was also discussed, taking into 

consideration the experience of 

different countries, as well as the 

need to secure and develop coop-

erative self-management. Another 

topic discussed was cooperative 

taxation, a particular concern in 

numerous countries where tax 

laws do not recognize the nature 

of cooperatives, treating them as 

for-profit organizations. 

One of the priorities for the Coop-

erative Decade –financing– was 

especially discussed in light of the 

experiences of different countries 

and the various ways in which this 

crucially important issue for coop-

erative development is regulated. 

Furthermore, the issue of the regu-

lation of cooperatives was dis-

cussed, in particular in the finan-

cial industry where there are gen-

erally unfavorable conditions for 

cooperatives. Special attention 

was given to the issue of worker 

cooperatives at a time marked by 

a crisis of employment and bank-

rupt companies. The question was 

explored of the need for a legal 

framework that may provide for a 

treatment suited to the nature of 

cooperatives, as well as the need 

for public policy on employment 

to take into account the role coop-

eratives play in preserving em-

ployment sources.  

The existence of provisions on co-

operatives in national constitu-

tions was the subject of in-depth 

analysis at a world scale, noting 

the various models for their recog-

nition, with an emphasis on the 

importance of ensuring constitu-

tional supremacy as a higher 

source of laws in each country, as 

well as the need for those provi-

sions to have practical application 

and not remain as mere declara-

tions. 

The Cooperative Law Committee 

of the Alliance has proposed to 

study the creation of an interna-

tional network of lawyers special-

ized in Cooperative Law and the 

regular publication of a special-

ized magazine. In the meantime, 

the Continental Congress records 

will be edited, as on prior occa-

sions. 

The large attendance and high lev-

el of the discussions encourage us 

to look forward to new editions of 

the event in the future.  
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The inaugural conference of the 

Fourth Summit was chaired by 

the President of Co-operatives of 

the Americas, Ramón Imperial 

Zúñiga, who referred to the Sus-

tainable Development Goals and 

the potential role of co-operatives 

in its implementation to introduce 

a topic that would later be present 

in each of the activities that made 

up the agenda of the Summit, as 

it constituted one of its three 

main thematic areas.  

Imperial began by making a brief 

presentation on the framework in 

which cooperatives around the 

world are currently evolving, em-

phasizing in particular three main 

areas: the standpoint of the coop-

erative movement within the dif-

ferent economic spaces that are 

now recognized in all debates on 

the matter (the solidarity, social, 

collaborative or participatory, and 

private economies); some of the 

most relevant developments and 

changes in the current global geo-

political situation (such as the 

"Brexit", the results of the US 

elections, and the advancement of 

political approaches inspired by 

xenophobia and the rejection of 

migrants); and finally, the current 

situation of the International Co-

operative Alliance. He pointed 

out that this scenario presents 

both challenges and opportunities 

that cooperatives must think 

about and face in the coming 

years. 

He then gave a brief description 

of the 17 UN-defined SDGs, cit-

ing some of the most significant 

aspects of the current and ex-

pected situations following the 

implementation of 2030 Agenda, 

in relation to each of the areas ad-

dressed by the internationally 

agreed goals. 

In analyzing how cooperatives 

can be part of the implementation 

of the SDGs, he referred to the 

results of the International Sum-

mit of Cooperatives held in Que-

bec in October 2016, and in par-

ticular to the contents of its final 

declaration, which establishes 

specific commitments of the co-

operatives for the 15-year period 

included in the 2030 Agenda.  

In this regard, he started by ex-

plaining that in the conclusions of 

the event held in Canada, the par-

ticipating organizations proposed 

a significant growth of the coop-

erative movement by 2030, from 

1.3 billion to 2 billion members, 

from 2.6 to 4 million companies 

and from a 15% to a 20% partici-

pation in the global economy. He 

also stated that the 17 SDGs fo-

cus on 5 key areas (food security, 

employment, access to health ser-

vices, poverty and financial inclu-

sion, and climate change and sus-

tainable development) for which 

the cooperative movement made 

specific commitments. If attained, 

they will contribute significantly 

to the achievement of the Agenda 

proposed by the UN. 

"For us to be able to support these 

17 goals, we must focus on the 

essence of cooperatives," Imperi-

al said. "And for a cooperative to 

be successful and endure, it must 

constantly aim to maintain the 

balance between its business and 

social developments, and it will 

not be able to attain its objectives 

if it loses sight of that aspect," he 

added. 

THE CONTRIBUTION OF CO-OPERATIVES 
TO THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THE SDG   

For us to be able to 

support these 17 

goals, we must focus 

on the essence of 

cooperatives. 

“ 

”
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During the last day of activities of 

the Fourth Co-operative Summit 

of the Americas, the former Presi-

dent of Uruguay, José "Pepe" Mu-

jica, was present to extend a greet-

ing and a brief message to the par-

ticipants in the event. 

Mujica focused his speech on 

what, in his opinion, are some of 

the strategic aspects on which co-

operatives and organizations of 

the solidarity economy should be 

focused in the current situation. 

They are: building broad allianc-

es, including other stakeholders, 

to confront transnational corpora-

tions that currently concentrate 

huge portions of wealth and pow-

er; the creation of efficient states 

that do not become a burden for 

the world of labor; participation in 

the political debate to raise aware-

ness and convince [political] par-

ties and society in general of their 

role in the distribution of wealth; 

the demand for differentiated poli-

cies; and the struggle to achieve 

the cultural change necessary to 

unmask the false paradigms im-

plicit in the dominant develop-

ment models that, in actuality, fa-

vor inequality, unbridled consum-

erism and dehumanization. 

He said that cooperatives need a 

clear and broad partnership policy 

that promotes the movement’s or-

ganizations but also the world of 

small businesses and of family in-

itiatives, as well as differentiated 

policies that address the role 

played by these sectors in the fight 

against poverty and inequality.  

He also stressed the importance of 

the function of cooperatives in the 

establishment of these alliances, 

since they are stakeholders that 

have much more vision and 

awareness than many small entre-

preneurs who are politically iso-

lated, which often leaves them de-

pendent on the ideology promoted 

by those who currently concen-

trate wealth. "The other types of 

small businesses are not enemies, 

they are allies, because if we be-

come atomized, we feed the con-

centrating power," he said. 

However, he argued that the great-

est challenge that humanity faces 

is not that of production or distri-

bution, but the battle that must be 

waged for the construction of an-

other culture different from the 

one which now leads us to think 

of development as something fa-

vorable in itself, thus confusing 

economic growth with happiness. 

In this sense, he pointed out that 

the solidarity economy is much 

closer to the concept of happiness, 

because the "other economy" is 

generally functional to the inter-

ests of transnational corporations.  

He suggested that cooperatives 

should not give up their essential 

practice of "looking beyond". 

"Having received so much from 

human civilization, our duty is to 

try to contribute, at least in part, to 

attempt to leave something better 

to those we are going to summon 

to life," he said.  

"We will have to see if humanity 

is capable of taking that leap or 

whether it has already reached its 

limits," he reflected, insisting that 

this is the most important battle of 

our time.  

BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS TO WAGE 
A MUCH-NEEDED CULTURAL BATTLE  

Having received so 

much from human 

civilization, our duty 

is to try to contribute, 

at least in part, to 

attempt to leave 

something better to 

those we are going to 

summon to life. 

“ 

”
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DECLARATION OF THE 

FOURTH MEETING OF 

INSTITUTIONS FOR 

CO-OPERATIVE PROMO-

TION, DEVELOPMENT,  

SUPERVISION AND CREDIT  

The representatives of the Institu-

tions for Co-operative Promotion, 

Development, Supervision and 

Credit gathered in the framework 

of the Fourth Co-operative Sum-

mit of the Americas, 

TAKING INTO CONSIDERA-

TION the progress made since 

the Fifth Meeting of Institutions 

for Co-operative Promotion, Su-

pervision and Credit, 

TAKING INTO CONSIDERA-

TION the Agreement on the Op-

eration of the Network of Institu-

tions for Co-operative Promotion, 

Supervision and Credit of the 

Americas, its analysis and the 

comments made to its text, 

ACKNOWLEDGING the im-

portance of providing continuity 

to the progress made to date, in 

order to consolidate the Network 

as a space for articulation and co-

ordination of good practices of 

promotion, supervision and credit 

for the cooperatives of the coun-

tries of the region, 

AWARE of the need to maintain a 

proactive relationship with the 

Network of Co-operative Parlia-

mentarians, taking into account 

the complementarity of their ob-

jectives, 

SHARING the commitment to 

continue with the work necessary 

for the consolidation of the Net-

work as part of the structure of 

Co-operatives of the Americas for 

an optimal fulfillment of its ob-

jectives, 

PARTICIPATING in the strategic 

objectives of the International Co

-operative Alliance for the fulfill-

ment of the Plan for a Co-

operative Decade, insofar as they 

are aligned with our institutional 

objectives, 

STATEMENTS FROM THE NETWORKS OF  
PARLIAMENTARIANS AND NATIONAL  
INSTITUTIONS FOR CO-OPERATIVE  PROMOTION, 
DEVELOPMENT, SUPERVISION AND CREDIT 
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HEREBY DECLARE TO: 

■ RATIFY the creation of the 

Network of Institutions for Co-

operative Promotion, Develop-

ment, Supervision and Credit 

of the Americas, as an instance 

for coordination, exchange of 

experiences and information of 

good practices in the fulfill-

ment of the institutional objec-

tives of its members; 

■ APPROVE the activities car-

ried out by the representatives 

of the member organizations 

during the Network's first year 

of activity; 

■ ACCEPT the Agreement for 

the Operation of the Network 

of Institutions for Co-operative 

Promotion, Development, Su-

pervision and Credit of the 

Americas, by adopting it as an 

integral part of this Declara-

tion; 

■ PRIORITIZE the procurement 

of relevant and reliable infor-

mation to allow verification of 

the actual incidence of the co-

operative movement in the 

economy of our countries; 

■ REAFFIRM their commitment 

to work for the development of 

cooperatives as a form of busi-

ness and social organization, 

making efforts to disseminate 

the comprehension of its char-

acteristics, especially by pro-

moting good governance prac-

tices, co-responsibility of the 

members in cooperative man-

agement and the creation of 

means of communication to 

spread the benefits of co-

operatives in our countries. 

Montevideo, November 15, 2016 

—————————————- 

DECLARATION OF THE 

TENTH PARLIAMENTARI-

ANS’ MEETING 

The representatives of the Parlia-

ments of Uruguay, Bolivia, Para-

guay and Ecuador invited by Co-

operatives of the Americas to the 

Tenth Meeting of Parliamentari-

ans under the thematic area 

"Public policy and cooperative 

legislation as means for coopera-

tive development" in the context 

of the Fourth Co-operative Sum-

mit of the Americas, analyzed the 

following topics during the meet-

ing: 

■ The International Co-

operative Alliance and its vi-

sion for 2020, as well as the 

progress of the implementa-

tion of the Blueprint for a Co-

operative Decade; 

■ The background, role and pro-

motion of the Network of Par-

liamentarians; 

■ The cooperative act: a strate-

gic concept for cooperative 

development. Incorporation 

and treatment in the countries 

of the Americas; 

■ The importance of the promo-

tion of public policies for the 

development of the Social 

Economy in the European Un-

ion; 

■ The Sustainable Development 

Goals and the role of legisla-

tion and public policy for their 

implementation, 

Considering: 

■ That it is necessary to maxim-

ize efforts within the national 

parliaments to promote, dis-

seminate and defend coopera-

tive principles and values 

when designing and promot-

ing bills that are directed at or 

have an impact on coopera-

tives. 

■ That the Framework Law for 

the Co-operatives in Latin 

America and the comparative 

regional studies on legislation 

and taxation carried out by Co

-operatives of the Americas 

are important tools to support 

and guide legislative work. 

■ That it would be appropriate 

to take advantage of the exist-

ing Inter-Parliamentary Insti-

tutions at the regional and sub

-regional levels (PARLA-

TINO, MERCOSUR, PAR-

LACEN, etc.) to promote the 

role that the cooperative 

Reaffirm [the] 

commitment to work for 

the development of 

cooperatives as a form 

of business and social 

organization, making 

efforts to disseminate 

the comprehension of 

its characteristics, 

especially by promoting 

good governance 

practices, co-

responsibility of the 

members in cooperative 

management and the 

creation of means of 

communication to 

spread the benefits of 

co-operatives in our 

countries. 

“ 

”
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movement can play in pro-

moting the Sustainable Devel-

opment Goals (SDGs). 

They hereby: 

■ Reiterate the importance of 

this Network and the need to 

engage the active participation 

of national and regional par-

liamentarians who are linked 

to the cooperative issue in the 

region. 

■ Propose that in future Sum-

mits, the Meeting of Parlia-

mentarians be scheduled to 

coincide with the meeting of 

some of the Committees of 

the Parlatino and other organi-

zations of parliamentary rep-

resentation (Mercosur, Par-

lacen, etc.). 

■ Request that Co-operatives of 

the Americas develop, within 

the Co-operatives of the 

Americas website, a sub-site 

for the Network of Parliamen-

tarians so that it serves as a 

space for information-sharing. 

■ Generate a mechanism to sup-

port the Parliaments in the 

discussion of design or reform 

processes of cooperative legal 

frameworks, providing expert 

opinion by the Legislation 

Commission of Co-operatives 

of the Americas. 

Regarding the implementation of 

the Sustainable Development Ob-

jectives: 

■ It is necessary to coordinate 

policies and strategies be-

tween governments and civil 

society organizations. 

■ It is relevant to promote an 

approach based not on outputs 

but on results and impacts. 

■ It is important to guarantee 

funding and to prevent dupli-

cation between the different 

entities and agencies in-

volved. 

Montevideo, November 16, 2016 

[…] it is necessary to 

maximize efforts 

within the national 

parliaments to 

promote, disseminate 

and defend cooperative 

principles and values 

when designing and 

promoting bills that 

are directed at or have 

an impact on 

cooperatives. 

“ 

”



 

INTEGRACIÓN COOPERATIVA  //  Número 25  //  Noviembre 2016 

15 

COOPSAMERICAS NEWSLETTER  //  Issue 28  //  November 2016 

15 COOPSAMERICAS NEWSLETTER  //  Issue 29  //  January 2017 15 

Since the beginning of the Co-

operative Summits of the Ameri-

cas in Guadalajara, Mexico, in 

2009, the most significant activi-

ties in the agenda of these conti-

nental events have been those in 

which all participants are directly 

involved in the debate, offering 

their contributions and sharing 

their points of view around the 

central thematic areas to define 

the common visions and positions 

of the cooperative movement of 

the region. The methodology of 

these regional summits also in-

cludes several previous national 

and sectoral events, which enable 

gathering the opinions of those co

-operators who cannot be present 

at the event. This ensures that the 

debate and the conclusions in the 

final declarations of these sum-

mits are representative of the va-

riety of positions and points of 

view that exist in the cooperatives 

of the region on the topics under 

discussion. 

This Fourth Co-operative Summit 

of the Americas devoted a full 

day to open and fraternal ex-

change, in three Workshops, each 

of which addressed one of the 

core thematic areas defined for 

the activity: Power, market, de-

mocracy and development; Strat-

egies for strengthening the social 

and solidarity economy; and Con-

tribution of cooperatives to the 

United Nations Sustainable De-

velopment Goals.  

Each of the Workshops began 

with two initial panels including 

the presentation of the views of 

some prominent speakers and the 

conclusions of the national and 

sectoral preparatory meetings. 

These panels provided relevant 

input and helped focus the gen-

eral discussion, which was car-

ried out in small groups to enable 

an approach whereby all partici-

pants had the opportunity to make 

their voices heard. 

PANEL DISCUSSIONS: AN OPEN  
DEBATE INCLUDING ALL THE VOICES  
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FIVE DAYS OF DEBATE TO SKETCH OUT THE 
FUTURE OF CO-OPERATIVES IN OUR REGION 

The IV Co-operative Summit of 

the Americas gathered in the city 

of Montevideo over 1,250 co-

operators and other stakeholders 

related to the activity of the co-

operative sector in the region, to 

work together on identifying 

common initiatives, proposals 

and strategies on three main the-

matic areas: economic, social and 

political situation in the region; 

strengthening of Social and Soli-

darity Economy; and contribution 

of co-operatives to the achieve-

ment of the UN Sustainable De-

velopment Goals, through an ex-

tensive 5-days agenda of activi-

ties. 

In addition to the keynote speech-

es and panel discussions, the 

agenda included sectoral and the-

matic meetings, workshops, fo-

rums and seminars, the annual as-

semblies of Co-operatives of the 

Americas and its statutory com-

mittees, as well as several more 

informal meeting opportunities. 

In addition to those mentioned in 

the previous articles, some of the 

activities that shaped the program 

of activities of the Summit were: 

■ XII Gender Equity Committee 

Meeting, organized by the Re-

gional Committee of Gender 

Equity (CREG). 

■ XII Regional Youth Meeting, 

organized by the Regional 

Committee (CRJ) of Co-

operatives of the Americas.  

■ VII Financial and Insurance Co

-operatives Committee Meet-

ing, organized by COFIA. 

■ IV Sectoral Meeting of the re-

gional organization of industri-

al, artisanal and service pro-

ducers' co-operatives (CICOPA 

Americas). 

■ III Agricultural Co-operatives 

Regional Meeting.     

■ A Housing Co-operatives Re-

gional Meeting. 

■ A Consumer Co-operatives Re-

gional Meeting. 

■ A Forum on Good Governance 

and Social Balance. 

■ A Forum on Co-operative Edu-

cation. 

■ A Forum on Information and 

Communication. 

■ A Workshop on Public Policy, 

Advocacy and Co-operative 

Identity. 

■ A Seminar on Co-operative 

Development and Territorial 

Development. 

Each of these activities focused 

on the specific issues of each sec-

tor or thematic area, but all of 

them also produced concrete con-

tributions on the three central ax-

es of the Summit that were in-

cluded in the text of the Final 

Declaration of the event. 


