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Final Declaration - V Cooperative Summit of the Americas 

The Cooperative Movement at a Time of Global Challenges 
 
 

December 10, 2018 marks the 70-year anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, which together with the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
establish each of the rights of a human person and force the States to guarantee 
them by means of national efforts and international cooperation. 

 
This anniversary is a great opportunity to remember the full validity of these 
agreements which were the result of a tough learning experience after two world 
wars. We reaffirm our commitment to participate in the unfinished task of 
guaranteeing their full validity around the world and reject any political initiative not 
respecting them because as its Preamble states, the “recognition of the inherent 
dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is 
the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world” and because “disregard 
and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged 
the conscience of mankind.” 

 
On this basis, humanity has to face huge challenges regarding its civilization’s 
survival, among which the environmental crisis has a particular relevance nowadays. 

 
The last environmental reports –especially the Emissions Gap Report of the UN 
Environmental Programme presented in Bonn on November 2017 and the Special 
Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) presented some 
days ago in Korea– are a cause of great concern because they conclusively state 
the need to urgently further actions to avoid a global climate crisis. 

 
In the face of this situation, we request governments around the world to work hard 
within the Paris Agreement made under the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developments passed by 
the United Nations Assembly, and we reaffirm the commitment of the cooperative 
movement in the same sense. 

 
As the Document “Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development” states, Sustainable Development encompasses three indivisible 
dimensions:  environmental, social and economic.  Thus, we note with concern that 
the economic globalization, hegemonized by financial capitalism –without a 
compromise with development and the historical, cultural, environmental and social 
features of the different territories– has led to the abandonment of each of our 
communities in a scenario of growing economic uncertainty.  Abandonment and 
uncertainty that have undermined the trust in institutions of national cooperation, 
which conditions 



2 

 

 

 

joint efforts all peoples should make at this time of global challenges. 
 

Today more than ever, humanity comes first, and therefore, it is necessary to build 
a global economy boosted from the needs and aspirations of each local community.   
There is no global equilibrium if the communities, their projects and their needs are 
not included. 

 
The cooperative movement has the necessary attributes, experience and resources 
to provide global solutions which can take into account the economic, historic, 
cultural, environmental and social features of each territory. 

 
We are actors in the real economy and sustainable development; thanks to the 
democratic and autonomous will of its members we are present in each territory, on 
a scale sufficient –1200 million people are provided with services from a 
cooperative– to become a global actor. In our business model, the capital is 
subordinated to meet the needs of the community, our ethical values and principles 
are shared by peoples of the most diverse cultures, and our structures of 
international representation have a long history, especially the International Co-
operative Alliance –founded in 1895, it survived two world wars and was the first 
non-governmental organization to be accredited with consultative status with the 
United Nations, 70 years ago already. 

 
The autonomous initiative of the civil society needs to be the protagonist in the urgent 
construction of new production and consumption patterns, which sustainability calls 
for urgently. For this, the business model of the cooperative movement is capable of 
thinking about development from the position of the workers, consumers and 
producers of each location. 

 
The men and women of each community should regain their sovereign rights over 
the use of their savings, over their workforce and over their consumption, in order to 
build an economy at the service of sustainable development that guarantees the 
wellbeing of the whole of humanity.  Democratizing the economy is the way, and the 
cooperative movement has a model to achieve that. 

 
For these reasons, assembled in the Autonomous City of Buenos Aires, on October 
the 26th, 2018, the members of the International Co-operative Alliance of the 
Americas, together with representatives of the cooperative movement of the rest of 
the world assembled in the V Cooperative Summit of the Americas, call on to build 
three commitments to improve the contribution of the cooperative movement at this 
time of global challenges: 
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1. Cooperative Commitment for the Defense of the Planet, in order to 
multiply and add to the global intelligence of all the initiatives which are taking 
place in the social and solidarity economy for the construction of new 
production and consumption patterns which guarantee environmental, social 
and economic sustainability. 

2. Cooperative Commitment to Financial Inclusion and Democratization, in 
order to translate local savings into local sustainable development and to 
contribute to a new global financial architecture that preserves national 
autonomies and democratizes the governance of the international financial 
system. 

3. Cooperative Integration Commitment as a Contribution to the “Global 
Alliance for Sustainable Development” (SDG No. 17), in which the 
cooperative movement, together with all the other actors of the social and 
solidarity economy, is capable of transforming international cooperation into 
business projects of sustainable development that make it possible to comply 
with the 2030 Agenda. 

 
What follows next is a description of the proposals included in each of these 
commitments, serving as the basis for a debate open to all the actors committed to 
sustainable development. 

 
 

1. Cooperative Commitment to the Defense of the Planet 
 

 

After three years since the signing of the Paris Agreement and of the approval of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the advances regarding climate change 
and its effects have been modest. 

 
The last Emissions Gap Report from the UN Environment Programme explains that 
the commitments made by governments so far will reach by 2030 only a third of the 
reduction in emissions required to meet climate goals. This threatens the lives of 
hundreds of millions of people. 

 
This UN report also states that the world 100 biggest companies listed on the stock 
exchange represent the fourth part of the global greenhouse gas emissions. It is not 
just a problem of governments. It is necessary to question the business models that, 
as a society, we choose to produce and consume. 

 
According to the last FAO report “The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the 
World”, the number of hungry people in 2017 has increased for the third consecutive 
year: 821 millions of people suffered from hunger. We have moved back in time 10 
years. Violence and climate change are explanations for this regression. 
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In 2017, 51 countries experienced food crises. FAO claims that 34 of these cases 
were associated with the climate crisis.  The amount of disasters associated with 
extreme climate has doubled since the beginning of the 90s. 

 
For these reasons, this is an invitation to make a Cooperative Commitment for the 
Defense of the Planet in order to multiply and add to the global intelligence of all the 
initiatives that are taking place in the social and solidarity economy for the 
construction of new production and consumption patterns which guarantee 
environmental, social and economic sustainability. This commitment shall include 
the following aspects: 

 

 International Incidence. To promote political and social influence and dialog 
oriented to get nations of the world to make stronger commitments than the ones 
performed up to now in the Paris Agreement’s review scheduled for the year 
2020. This will only be possible if the civil society demands more political 
compromise, but also if it assumes its responsibility in the construction of new 
production and consumption patterns. 

 Promotion of Sustainable Practices. To develop training, communication and 
awareness strategies to foster sustainable cooperative practices regarding the 
production, commercialization and consumption of agricultural goods and foods, 
as well as practices involving natural and environmental resource management; 
and to demand public polices having the same aim. 

 Scientific and Technical Education System. To promote a reorientation of the 
education and scientific-technical system for sustainable development and social 
innovation, encouraging the socio-economic value of the cooperatives and 
communities involved. 

 Solidary Mediation. To implement strategies of solidary mediation so as to 
strengthen proximity networks and associative bonds between organized 
consumers and cooperative producers of family farming. 

 Carbon and Water Footprint. To boost programs that promote the participation 
of the community in the efforts to reduce the carbon and water footprint, by 
collecting and systematizing the actions that cooperatives are already developing 
in the continent, and by incorporating them in a regional plan of action. 

 Certification Systems. To promote certification systems or guarantees so as to 
assess the sustainable attributes of the cooperative movement and family 
farming, such as environmental care, decent work and gender equality, 
sustainable production and consumption, or the contributions to reduce 
inequalities, poverty or hunger. 

 Regulations. To promote adjustments or legislative or normative changes 
encouraging the development of efficient renewable energies adequate for the 
different regions and territories, in a decentralized manner, at accessible costs, 
and in the hands of the communities and their cooperative organizational forms. 
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 Natural Resources and Technology. To promote and strengthen the links with 
the scientific and technological system for the development of sustainable 
technologies enabling natural resource management, working together with the 
cooperatives and other associative organizations of the community. To 
encourage the exchange of technology and of good practices on natural resource 
management between cooperatives and other associative entities of the 
territories. 

 Responsible Management. To incorporate internal mechanisms in cooperatives 
related to responsible energy, natural resource and waste management. 

 Democratization of the Agri-Food System. To question the global 
concentration of the agri-food system, by fostering strategies, based on 
cooperatives and Family Farming, to democratize production, food access and 
consumption, including seed conservation as the right of peoples, feeding as a 
universal human right, and by boosting strategies to add value to family farming 
productions contributing to sustainable development. 

 Biodiversity. To encourage diversity in agricultural production and respect for 
the maintenance and restoration of biodiversity, as a strategy to move forward 
towards agricultural sustainability and the eradication of global hunger. 

 Cooperativization of Family Farming. To comply with the United Nations 
Resolution on the Decade of Family Farming (2019-2028), which recalls the need 
of focusing on farming cooperatives and farmer networks in order to try to 
improve food security and nutrition; promoting public policies oriented towards 
family farming that include initiatives to bring about a greater cooperative 
integration as a means of achieving sustainable development within the 
framework of the agreement between FAO and ICA, and by means of regional 
cooperative networks having this objective. 

 
 

2. Cooperative Commitment to Financial Inclusion and Democratization 
 

 

The global economy is still paying the consequences of the September 2008 
financial crisis that broke 10 years ago despite the huge and unprecedented levels 
of public resources compromised in the bailout of the international financial system. 

 
It is even more worrisome that there are no decisive steps towards structural reforms 
–such as those proposed by the “Commission of Experts on Reforms of the 
International Monetary and Financial System” (Stiglitz Commission), constituted in 
2009 by the Assembly of the United Nations– that seek to reduce the vulnerability of 
the real economy in the face of the speculative movements of international finance. 
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The issue exceeds the interest of the institutions specifically linked to the financial 
activity. An example of this is the document “Economic and Financial Issues” made 
public in January this year by the Vatican, which states that “the recent financial crisis 
might have provided the occasion to develop a new economy, more attentive to 
ethical principles, and a new regulation of financial activities that would neutralize 
predatory and speculative tendencies and acknowledge the value of the actual 
economy,” however, “there does not seem to be any inclination to rethink the 
obsolete criteria that continue to govern the world.” 

 
The entire cooperative movement, as part of the civil society committed to 
sustainable development, can promote a strategy of consistent demands and 
proposals that favors the adoption of structural changes in the international financial 
and monetary system, including a more democratic governance, in which the voices 
and experiences of all economies are heard, not only those of the most developed 
countries. 

 
Financial inclusion is a goal shared by the whole movement. Cooperatives have 
been able to embrace wide social and productive sectors that are generally ignored 
by the traditional banking.  New information and communication technologies 
constitute an extraordinary opportunity to intensify this approach. 

 
However, financial inclusion is not sufficient without paying attention to the 
democratization of the financial system. Cooperatives allow the community to take 
part in the decisions about how local savings should be applied. If the goal is to put 
the gravity center of the economic development back in the territories, it is essential 
to have financial institutions that collect the local savings and distribute them for the 
benefit of local development. 

 
For all that, we extend the invitation for a Cooperative Commitment to Financial 
Inclusion and Democratization in order to translate local savings into sustainable 
local development, to contribute to a new global financial architecture that preserves 
the national autonomies and democratizes governance of the international financial 
system, including the following proposals: 

 

 Global Architecture. To promote and join the initiatives of the International Co-
operative Alliance to modify the rules and institutions of the international financial 
system, from the perspective of the cooperative principles and values, seeking to 
reduce the vulnerability of the real economy against the speculative movements 
of international finance; to increase the autonomy of the National States to 
promote sustainable development; to democratize the governance of 
international organizations; to discuss the role of risk raters and regulate the 
movement of speculative capital so as to improve predictability conditions, 
among other objectives. To this effect, and in compliance with what was 
appropriately proposed by the Co-operatives of the Americas, to establish a 
“Cooperative Committee for an International financial system to favor development”, 

within the frame of the International Co-operative Alliance. 

 Public Policies. To promote, in each country, and with the technical support of 
the Co-operatives of the Americas, regulatory norms and long-term public 
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policies to expand and democratize access to credits and other financial services 
that respond to the needs of their users, under conditions of social and gender 
equality and equity. 

 Improvement of Financing at International Level. To develop cooperative 
financial institutions and support funds for the cooperative movement at a 
regional level. 

 Strengthening of the Cooperative Identity. To ensure the democratic 
character and efficiency of the organizations. Within this framework, it is 
necessary to acknowledge the singularities of cooperatives in comparison with 
other entities, both as non-profit organizations and as a social movement, and 
thus they deserve a special treatment due to their social character. 

 Promotion of Financial Reporting as an Inclusive, Democratic and 
Equitable Public Interest Service, and therefore, subject to regulations that 
guarantee the exercise of users’ rights. 

 Multilateral Development Banks. To build a continental strategy for the regional 
cooperative movement so as to have a bearing on the policies of multilateral 
development banks, to be committed to the growth of the social and solidarity 
economy, and to collaborate with savings and credit cooperatives and other 
community financial entities. 

 Encouragement of Financial and Cooperative Education. To encourage and 
develop financial and cooperative education at all the formal levels and forms. 

 Regulations. To promote financial regulatory standards that are appropriate for 
the essence of cooperatives and other entities of the social and solidarity 
economy, adapted to the different regional, national and local realities. To design 
a standardized accounting report at the regional level to bring to the public view 
the social and environmental effects of the cooperative movement. To encourage 
the creation of risk raters with a cooperative approach, which take into account 
the characteristics of the sector and the persuasion over the current raters to 
recognize, with their marks, the results arising from the respect for the 
cooperative values and principles. 

 Taxes. To promote tax systems to recognize the non-profit nature of 
cooperatives and entities of the social and solidarity economy, especially the non-
subjection of cooperatives to income tax, given the absence of profit in their 
activity. 

 Cooperative Financial Sources Drawn on Public Sources to Generate 
Initiatives with High Social, Economic and Environmental Impact. To foster 
and support, from the International Co-operative Alliance, the creation of a Trust 
Fund for social impact to finance cooperative investments and investors in small 
and medium-sized cooperatives, especially in the realms of inclusive finance and 
farming production, favoring entrepreneurial initiatives so as to access regional 
and global markets. To favor, by means of this Fund, the input of public recourses and 

of International Organizations, as well as resources of the private sector (cooperative 
foundations) to expand local commitments to regional and international scales. 

 Research and Communication. To coordinate research and communication 
actions that improve the advocacy capacity of the cooperative movement so as 
to encourage policies that actively promote the development of cooperative 
savings and credit models that mobilize local resources in the direction of 
sustainable development. 
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 Sustainability. To incorporate sustainable development criteria in the credit 
assessment, and turn that into a distinctive policy of the cooperative movement, 
within a framework of a continental communication strategy. 

 Experiences Exchange. To improve the exchange of experiences, with the aim 
of developing cooperative savings and credit models appropriate for the different 
local and regional realities. 

 Cooperative Platforms for Financial Inclusion and Democratization. To seek 
technical assistance and financing for the incorporation of new information and 
communication technologies that expand the capacity of cooperatives as a tool 
for financial inclusion, by increasing participation and strengthening the bonds 
with their users and territories. 

 Knowledge Exchange for the Use of New Technologies. To generate 
alliances that enable the circulation of knowledge involving the development and 
use of new technologies, and which reduce their implementation costs. 

 
 

 
3. Cooperative Integration Commitment to the “Global Alliance for 

Sustainable Development” 
 

 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights recognizes that every member of society 
is entitled, through national effort and international co-operation, to “the economic, 
social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development of 
his personality” (Art. 22). 

 
That is to say, international cooperation –and not commercial war– has been the 
agreed way to ensure world peace for the last 70 years. 

 

This way was reaffirmed by the United Nations three years ago, on September 25, 
2015, with the approval of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which 
invites us all to “transform our world”. 

 
Indeed, the last Goal for Sustainable Development, number 17, is to revitalize the 
Global Alliance for Sustainable Development.  None of the previous 16 goals is 
attainable without first fulfilling this last one.  Rallying the resources of the civil 
society and governments, within a framework of international cooperation, is 
fundamental to meet the global challenges humanity is facing. 

 
The organizations for the integration of the cooperative movement and the rest of 
the social and solidarity economy may play a significant role in the achievement of 
this goal. 

 
In order to be in a position to take on this role, the cooperative movement should put 
a strong emphasis on achieving political and economic integration at a regional, 
national and global level. 

 

It is for this reason that we extend the invitation to make a Cooperative Integration 
Commitment as a contribution to the “Global Alliance for Sustainable Development”, 
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in which the cooperative movement –together with all the other actors of the social 
and solidarity economy– is able to translate international cooperation into business 
projects on sustainable development that enable the fulfillment of the 2030 Agenda, 
including the following aspects: 

 

 ICA, Regions and Sectors. In the context of a strategy to deepen the global 
agreements of the International Co-operative Alliance with the organizations of 
international cooperation, we propose that the regional (Africa, Americas, Asia-
Pacific and Europe) and sectoral offices (Agriculture, Consumer, Finance, 
Fisheries, Health, Insurance, Work and Housing) prioritize their efforts in the 
promotion of development projects at the local, regional and global levels, with 
the aim of being the leading business model in the commitment to the Global 
Alliance for Sustainable Development. 

 Cooperatives of the Americas. We invite the members of the cooperatives of 
the Americas to support the work done by this organization for continental 
integration to fulfill the following assignments: a) promoting international 
economic cooperation, b) promoting and monitoring the inclusion of the 
recommendations of international organizations in the public policies of the 
States of the region, and c) promoting the institutionalization of cooperative 
participation in the different instances of regional and subregional integration. 

 Planning. We extend the invitation to devise Comprehensive Plans for 
Cooperative Development at national and subregional levels, so as to increase 
efficiency in the actions for international cooperation, which includes making 
value chain diagnoses and the generation of adequate tools for measuring the 
social, economic and environmental impact of cooperatives. 

 National Integration.  Wherever they do not exist, we invite you all to build and 
strengthen national organizations of cooperative representation in a position to 
launch development projects in their area of activity and promote agendas of 
effective impact on national states, within the framework of the proposals of 
international organizations and the International Co-operative Alliance. 

 Intersectoral Dialog. To promote the dialog between all the members of the ICA 
with the rest of the actors of the social and solidarity economy, universities, 
unions, churches, and other actors of the civil society, in order to encourage 
economic democracy and sustainable development.  To ensure the 
institutionalization of such spaces, for example in Social and Solidarity Economy 
Panels. 

 Co-operatives of the Americas' Regional Platform for Development. To 
strengthen and expand the Platform promoted by the Co-operatives of the 
Americas within the framework of the Cooperatives in Development Project of 
the International Co-operative Alliance and the European Union, prioritizing 
business projects of regional scope in the most significant value chains in the 
continent. 

 Regional Business Integration Projects. Given that the diagnosis indicates 
very little experience in the region when it comes to cooperative business projects 
of international scope, we propose to prioritize the efforts to identify which 
projects could function as role models. The following ideas are included in the 
debate: 
✓ Making the most of computing tools, especially those of free software, in order 
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to facilitate integration processes, by including the creation of maps of the 
cooperative movement and the solidarity economy based on mobile 
applications. 

✓ Projects that ease the complementary efforts between consumer and 
productive cooperatives in the social and solidarity economy as centers of 
cooperative commerce which translate into processes of “cooperative 
substitution”. 

✓ Regional cooperation projects that enable the entrance of production into third 
markets. 

✓ Common strategies at the national, subregional and regional levels to foster 
an economically and environmentally responsible social consumption, which 
translate into cooperative development. 

✓ To launch a regional strategy of a cooperative nature in the area of care 
services, in collaboration with public policies, in order to generate employment 
and build more gender equity. 

 
Education. There is a need for higher integration between cooperative education 
initiatives, in order to ensure the existence of national plans with the support of the 
International Co-operative Alliance for the training of technical experts and leaders 
who can be in charge of cooperative projects for sustainable development. To launch 
regional strategies as a repository-platform of cooperative education. 
Gender. To incorporate the gender perspective in the different initiatives for 
international cooperation for sustainable development, and ensure the leadership of 
the organizations for cooperative integration in the commitment to gender equity, 
including initiatives such as the Cooperative Pact against Gender Violence. 
Youth. To prioritize actions of cooperative integration for the promotion of 
cooperative models appropriate for the new generations, guaranteeing a growing 
political participation of the youth in the different integration instances. 

 
 

For the Defense of the Planet, let’s change the production and 

consumption patterns through the cooperative movement. 

 
For a new global economy built from the territories and from solidarity. 

 

For an integrated cooperative movement at the service of sustainable 
development. 
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MAIN IDEAS OF THE MEETINGS, WORKSHOPS AND FORUMS 

Within the frame of the V Cooperative Summit of the Americas, multiple sectoral meetings 
and thematic forums were held. 

What follows next are the core ideas that emerged after intense debate among 
representatives from the different ICA member organizations of the continent: 

 
 

XI Parliamentary Meeting “Co-operatives of the Americas Agenda” 
 

With the attendance of 24 parliamentarians from different countries of the continent, 
the Foundation Act of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum on Solidarity Economy of the 
Americas was signed. 

Within this framework, the parliamentarians committed themselves to: 

1. Launch strategies to facilitate the development of cooperatives and to strengthen 
their contribution to the compliance of the UN 2030 Agenda, as natural vehicles to offer 
collaborative associations and the comprehensive and people-centered approach needed 
to achieve the 17 sustainable development goals. 
2. Promote the effective implementation of the ILO Recommendation No. 193/2002 
on “Promoting Cooperatives”, according to each national context. 
3. Promote a cooperative legislation which respects their particular nature, 
recognizing as an orientation the Framework Law for Cooperatives in Latin America 
adopted by the Latin American Parliament. 
4. Promote a cooperative tax treatment which recognizes its characteristic of being 
businesses at the service of the social, economic and cultural aspirations of their members, 
and which allows for the formation of social capital. 
5. Encourage, within the framework of the respective national parliaments, spaces for 
dialog with cooperative organizations aimed at facilitating cooperative development and 
their contribution to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
6. Promote cooperative education within the framework of each country’s education 
system. 
7. Promote cooperative audit criteria that preserve their nature and facilitate their 
development, eliminating any discrimination against other legal forms. 
8. Promote mechanisms of information exchange and mutual help among all 
parliamentarians committed to the development of the cooperative business model and 
its values and principles. 
9. Encourage dialog from the Cooperatives of the Americas with Parliaments to 
strengthen the knowledge and mutual recognition and the importance of jointly 
promoting the Goals of the 2030 Agenda of the United Nations. 
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Cooperatives of the Americas Platform for Development PCAD» 
 

Considering that one of the goals of the project “Cooperatives in development: people-
centered enterprises, in action”, co-financed by the European Union and the International 
Co-operative Alliance, is to improve the dialog between the cooperative development 
actors of the network of the Co-operative Alliance worldwide. Taking into account with 
satisfaction that the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in its Sustainable 
Development Goal -SDG 17 “Partnerships for the goals” recognizes the strategic value of 
partnerships and international cooperation for the achievement of the SDGs. 

The constitutive act of the Cooperatives of the Americas Platform for Development (PCAD) 
was signed within the framework of the V Cooperative Summit of the Americas. This act is 
an operative tool and an open space for coordinating work between the cooperative 
organizations of the Americas and the main actors of international cooperation and 
sustainable development worldwide. The signatory organizations members of the 
Platform from 7 Latin American countries were: FEDECACES El Salvador, CONFECOOP and 
ASCOOP from Colombia, CONACOOP and INFOCOOP from Costa Rica, COOPERAR 
Argentina, CONPACOOP Paraguay, CONFECOOP Colombia, CUDECOOP Uruguay and 
CONFECOOPP Guatemala. The platform will have 2 Permanent Guests, NCBA-CLUSA from 
the United States and Cooperatives and Mutuals Canada. In order to promote integration 
and international dynamic dialog, representatives of: WeEffect (Sweden), DGRV 
(Germany) and Fundación Escuela Andaluza de Economía Social (Spain) adhered to the 
platform as observers. 

The highest authority of the European Union in Argentina, Ambassador Aude-Maio 
Coliche, was present at the signing ceremony as a witness of honor of the creation of the 
platform. Her presence served as a support for the internationalization process of the 
cooperative movement that will be enhanced from this platform. 

 
 

V Insurance Cooperatives and Mutuals Meeting 
 

Today’s world presents multiple challenges, climate change, abrupt technological 
advances, a population density that increases year by year, the increase in the amount of 
vulnerable groups that are excluded from the financial system and the increase in life 
expectancy in relation to the working age, to mention the main ones.  Taking into account 
a panorama like the one described, the role of Insurance Cooperatives and Mutuals takes 
on a new relevance. 

Within the framework of the meeting, it is considered that there is a wide area of growth 
for the development of solidarity economy institutions within the insurance activity area 
in Latin America, especially when it is compared with the development of other 
geographical areas. 
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To achieve this growth, which is possible and desirable, the following strategic thematic 
areas are established: 

 To develop national and regional education initiatives to promote the insurance 
culture. 

 To expand products in order to avoid excessive dependence on mandatory 
products, especially vehicles. 

 To create an insurance easy to consume, especially for people with low economic 
incomes, such as microinsurance. 

 To develop an insurance intended for the younger population through the 
employment of new technologies, an experience which is incipient but of a possible 
great projection. 

 To develop suitable products to prevent the risks bound to climate change. 
 

 
II Consumers Meeting 

 

After a day in which important speakers talked about the characteristics of current 
consumers, market trends and the current challenges for consumer cooperatives; and 
after learning about experiences of consumer cooperatives in Argentina (Cooperativa 
Obrera), Brazil (Coop) and Finland (SOK), the assistants to the Consumer Workshop 
concluded the following: 

 Cooperatives must pay attention and act accordingly in the face of the emergence 
of new technologies that are transforming retail and that will substantially modify the way 
of relating to consumers. 

 It is necessary to understand the changes in people’s habits to be able to offer 
services in accordance with what users need. 

 Actions must be taken regarding aspects of governance to ensure members 
participation. 

 It is necessary to develop cooperative businesses among consumer cooperatives to 
better meet the needs of its members in a changing context and in the face of 
transnational competitors. 

 It is convenient to create a network of consumer cooperatives of the Americas to 
facilitate the interaction of its members on a permanent basis. 

 The creation of a collaborative platform is suggested to jointly make purchases and 
also to enable the exchange of experiences and knowledge about success stories and 
common problems in governance and business issues. 



4 

 

 

 
 

VIII Financial Meeting 
 

Technological innovation, financial crises and changes in the political and economic 
context are demanding new responses from the cooperative movement, both in their 
business strategies and in their way of exercising their influence to achieve an institutional 
and regulatory framework to favor the development of solidarity financing. 

The great cooperative challenge is to gain scale without losing the value of the smallest 
things, in order to be an alternative and a counterweight to the financial concentration 
that only has speculative purposes, which is harmful for the development of regional 
economies. 

The great challenge of cooperatives is to create big cooperatives but without losing the 
values of the smallest things and to be an alternative to the capitalist system, generating 
a counterweight against financial concentration. 

By applying values such as Social Ethics, the cooperative movement will be at the forefront, 
focusing on the fact that money is a mean and not an end. 

To achieve this, beyond offering services and products, cooperative entities must create 
“cooperative citizens” for the future, which is already today, and provide them with a 
financial education that commits them to social economy, focusing on savings, 
technological advances and in local development, so as to improve their links with the 
community. 

In relation to the experiences of promotion and control, we see a need to reach a 
cooperative culture among officials and, to begin to generate information and produce, by 
using collected data, regulations for the Sector, interacting in conjunction with the 
regulators and, in a comprehensive manner, with second degree entities. In this way, it 
will be possible to achieve specific standards -built by all Latin American countries- to 
produce unified regulatory bases for savings and credit cooperatives, and to achieve an 
international standard specific to the sector. 

The focus of these guidelines and the new regulatory framework should be adapted to the 
risks assumed by this type of entities, which have the proximity and the knowledge of the 
region. 

 
 

Workshop on the Construction of a Solidarity Model and Regional 
Development 

 

In the face of the process of globalization of the economy hegemonized by concentrated 
financial capital, cooperatives -along with the rest of the actors of the social and solidarity 
economy- can build an alternative model, thought and structured according to the needs 
and aspirations of the community of their territories, favoring environmental, social and 
economic sustainability. 
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Within the framework of the V Summit, we have promoted this Workshop as an innovative 
space aimed at building paths for the development of the solidarity model based on 
concrete experiences that the solidarity economy has gone through in each territory. 

All actors in the social and solidarity economy know and are able to create a community 
with social, economic and environmental responsibility. 

 
 

Education Forum: Cooperatives and Education System 
 

Cooperative education arises from the reflection on cooperative principles and values, 
with the aim of promoting the development of an egalitarian, inclusive, just and peaceful 
world that prioritizes the humanization of its people, the defense of the planet, gender 
equity, development based on responsible and sustainable production and consumption 
and cooperative strengthening and integration. It is based on a participatory and 
horizontal methodology, which is based on cooperation and dialog between practical and 
theoretical developments. It is addressed to a wide range of people made up of its own 
members (associates, managers, officials, users), potential and future cooperative 
members, education systems and community as a whole. 

We ratify the conclusions of the IV Summit held in Montevideo, noting the need to 
generate mechanisms for coordination and integration regarding cooperative education 
on a permanent basis, assuming the need to create institutional spaces for exchange, joint 
work and monitoring. In this sense, it will be promoted the creation of a specific instance 
at a regional level and the maintenance of on line repositories of cooperative education 
experiences and regulations in the different countries, which will be useful for the debate 
and the joint creation of strategies for strengthening and expanding this subject matter in 
cooperatives, education systems and society as a whole. 

Based on this, the following commitments are suggested: 

 To promote and/or strengthen the inclusion of cooperative education in the 
education systems of each country, in compulsory education and higher levels, by 
incorporating contemporary methodological and technological developments. 

 To have an influence on public agendas to make visible the contributions and 
potential of the sector for the development of a more just and caring society, in order to 
promote action programs, regulations, specific financing for the development of research, 
technology transfer and knowledge production. 

 To promote, encourage and demand the production of specific knowledge for the 
sector, in a dialog between the practical knowledge of cooperative members and the 
scientific knowledge of universities regarding research and extension, avoiding the 
uncritical incorporation of management methodologies generated from other paradigms. 
Working in the territory, being in contact with cooperatives from the beginning of the 
training, school program’s content that promote the cooperative moment as a possible 
professional career plan, school cooperatives, permanent dialog between these 
institutions, the approach based on problems, are some of the tools to be enhanced. 
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Information Technology and Communication Forum “Integrating 
communication, communicating integration” 

 

At a communicational level we are in an increasingly concentrated and commodified 
scenario. At the same time there are trends that are revolutionizing the way people 
communicate and the ways in which we produce, distribute and consume information. 

This poses great challenges for small and medium-sized entities, which are in danger 
against the advance of corporations on a global scale over our territories. 

For these reasons, we propose: 

 To integrate ourselves at a regional level to complement efforts in the production 
and development of information and communication technologies. 

 To opt for creativity and innovation to overcome market barriers and asymmetric 
regulations, emphasizing the values of solidarity, democracy, equity and commitment to 
our communities. 

 To influence governmental areas to reduce asymmetries and legislate, among 
others, on the protection of cooperative media and SMEs through a fund based on a tax 
imposed by the States on global digital corporations. 

 To enhance our presence in the territories to carry out the technology convergence 
with the communities, which are the main focus. 

 To consolidate the inter-cooperative bond with audiences and, at the same time, 
to coordinate the experiences of self-managed journalism to break market conditions. 

 To encourage free software, since it is an opportunity to be autonomous subjects 
of communication development, so as to achieve technological sovereignty, which means 
to program and not to be programmed. 

 To have strategies of visibility through all means -those of our own and those of 
others-, and to be present in all places where we can show our development, even if the 
person next to us does not think like us. 

 To work in coordination with the Communication Department of the ICA in 
endogenous and exogenous communication strategies, taking into account the results of 
the global survey of members. 
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Cooperative Law Forum 
 

In the framework of the review of the main trends of Cooperative Law, during the 
Cooperative Law Forum of the V Summit, two specific and interconnected 
recommendations arose; initiatives that are contrary to the full recognition of the 
cooperative nature in different States of the continent: 

 To create recommendations and perform actions so that States avoid applying 
international accounting regulations to cooperatives that undermine the legal nature 
of them. 

 To ensure that national laws recognize the particular characteristics of cooperatives, 
opposing to the growing attempts to legislate them with the same legal and tax 
regimes for profit-driven capital entities. 

On the other hand, progress was made in the Forum in the preparation of the next 
Continental Congress of Cooperative Law, which will be held in 2019 in commemoration 
of the 50th Anniversary of the First Continental Congress of Cooperative Law, held in 
Mérida, Venezuela, in 1969. 

 
 

Good Governance and Cooperative Social Responsibility Forum 
 

Considering the global context, the fundamental objective of Cooperative Social 
Responsibility is the fulfillment of the Sustainable Development Goals. The concepts of 
Cooperative Social Responsibility and Good Governance are the foundations of 
cooperative identity that, through the fulfillment of the Universal Principles, make visible 
the “Cooperative Mark”. Within this framework: 

Good Governance and Cooperative Social Responsibility Forum 

 Cooperatives are not companies with social responsibility, but Social Responsibility 
turned into a Company. 
 Cooperative Social Responsibility and Good Governance define the cooperative 
movement as the model for sustainable economic, social and environmental 
development. 
 Cooperative Social Balance is one of the tools of the cooperative movement to face 
global challenges, aiming at the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. 
 The concepts “Cooperative Social Responsibility” and “Good Governance” enable 
the combination of business efficiency and associativity building for a world with more fair, 
equitable and caring societies. To sum up, "more human" societies. 
 The measurement of the compliance of the Cooperative Principles has to facilitate 
the analysis and compliance of SDG No. 17, which is fundamental to generate and 
particularly achieve the rest of the SDG. 
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 Awareness of Cooperative Social Responsibility contributes to widening the vision 
of cooperatives towards their communities and, therefore, achieving interrelated work 
among sister entities of the Social and Solidarity Economy. 
 Good Governance practices help the transversalization of governability and 
governance, focusing on the daily and actual practice of cooperation. 
 “Cooperative Added Value” makes the quantitative and qualitative features of 
cooperative management visible, which is a management strategy to show the 
“Cooperative Mark”. 

 
Public Services Cooperative Meeting 

 

Public Services Cooperatives play an important role in achieving the sustainable 
development goals, on central issues such as ensuring access to water and its sustainable 
management, ensuring access to sustainable and attainable energy, providing resilient 
infrastructure and ensuring sustainable production and consumption patterns. 

For this reason, it is necessary to value their contribution to achieve these goals, to 
coordinate joint efforts with the States, and to improve the integration level among the 
important public services cooperatives of the region as the basis for their consolidation 
and expansion in the rest of the continent. 

During the Workshop, the following thematic areas are discussed to reshape the 
relationship between cooperatives and the State: 

• Compatibility between cooperative legislation, regulatory frameworks involving 
public services, and laws defending consumption. Cooperatives need to be recognized as 
user-owned businesses and as the best tool to defend users’ interests. 

• Criteria for fixing rates and compensation funds that delete social and regional 
asymmetries. 

• Legislation for energy distributed generation, obtaining legal frameworks and 
business models that ensure full exploitation of technological innovation and that bring 
more equity and social integration. 

• Promotion programs to boost financing for clean generation investment projects. 
State support for a “transference fund” to migrate from fossil fuel generation to renewable 
sources. 

There is agreement on the fact that cooperatives are able to generate electricity sources 
by resorting to renewable sources, which would be in the hands of their users, boosting, 
in this way, a democratization process within the energy-related investment decisions, 
ensuring the users of each community to have the main voice in the decisions over the 
pretended energy sources and, even, over the consumption levels considered to be 
environmentally sustainable in each ecosystem. 
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After the reading of the document issued on the XVII Regional Conference of the ICA 
Americas held in Buenos Aires, on November 2010, the participants agreed upon the 
validity of the goals. In this way, and after an exchange of ideas, the following points have 
been decided: 

• To recommend, as a contribution for the Final Declaration of the V Cooperative 
Summit, the relaunch of the Network of Public Services Cooperatives of the Americas, 
suggesting, for its consolidation, the organization of the first continental meeting of public 
services cooperatives, coordinated by ICA Americas as the first instance of work. 

 
 

Youth Meeting “Young People Address the Region’s Challenges” 
 

As young people being part of the cooperative movement, we feel the need to promote 
the full and pertinent integration of more young people. 

We question the adult-centered visions and promote the active participation of the young, 
since we understand participation as a right and a need of cooperatives. 

We are the ones who can decide which are the issues we consider to be vital for us and 
who can think on solutions that include our generation's perspective. 

As young people, it is our duty to advance in the construction of empowered and 
autonomous political subjects. 

For the young, cooperatives are a collective tool of organization to address the needs of 
the communities we live in.  They are also a place for quality employment, in the face of 
unemployment, poor working conditions and labor flexibility. 

In this sense, we believe that it is essential to facilitate the creation of cooperatives and to 
help them in their empowerment through policies, plans, tools and access to finance. 

Besides, we believe that cooperatives must promote services which are specifically 
directed to the young, taking into account their needs and possibilities, and that aim at 
their wellbeing and integration within the community. 

We make emphasis on the importance of inviting young people to feel they are part of a 
project in which we can all work and make a living by doing what we enjoy and makes us 
happy. 

We believe the cooperative movement has to favor the participation of the young in local, 
national or international meetings and foster the creation of formal and informal spaces 
for participation, representation and formation of the cooperative youth, so as to enhance 
opportunities to have a bearing on the organizations, and where they can share 
experiences and foster inter-cooperation initiatives on the basis of the necessities and the 
proposals of the young community. 

 
 

Workshop on Public Policies and Cooperatives 
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Cooperatives must find points in common with the States and define the role assumed by 
the "Partner State", preserving the autonomy an independence of the cooperatives while 
favoring their development. 

The incidence of the cooperative movement needs to contemplate the design and 
instrumentation of the Public Policies of the sector, as well as its participation across all 
the governmental fields. 

Cooperatives constitute a different reality, which requires a different tax treatment, 
specially adapted to that reality; one that provides an answer to our particular nature. 

The incidence of the cooperative movement needs to contemplate the design and 
instrumentation of the Public Policies of the sector, as well as its participation across all 
the governmental fields. It is fundamental to clearly define the competencies and 
responsibilities for a successful application and validity. 

Recognizing and making the special nature of the cooperatives visible will determine the 
level of incidence in the establishment of differential regulatory frameworks. This feature 
is particularly present in tax policies, which may also be fostering and promoting tools, as 
indicated in the ILO resolution (193/02) and the 2001 UNO resolution (56/114). 

 
 

 
VIII Meeting of Promotion Bodies for Public Works, Regulation and/or 

Cooperative Credit 
 

The representatives of the Promotion Bodies for Public Works, Regulation, Supervision 
and/or Financing from Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Italy, Mexico, 
Panama, Paraguay, Uruguay, and subnational and national-level bodies gathered in the V 
Cooperative Summit, renewed in this Summit their commitment to the Network of 
Promotion Bodies, in accordance with the approved plan, prioritizing the following points 
for the next period: 

a) To elaborate and spread documents collecting the experiences and initiatives regarding 
supervision, public works, regulation, promotion, and governmental financing that can be 
applied at the regional level. 

b) To promote comparative studies at the regional level and to organize international 
events about the best practices on public policy for the social and solidarity economy and 
the cooperative movement across countries. 

c) To formulate proposals aiming at the promotion of intercooperation processes. 

d) To generate a mapping of International Cooperation and, based on this information, to 
design and agree upon a concrete regional initiative. 
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IV Worker Cooperatives Meeting 
 

As of the transformations that have taken place around the world during the last 10 years, 
CICOPA and the cooperative movement, together with the International Labor 
Organization (ILO), have brought up the importance of discussing over which the 
characteristics of this change are and how it has an influence on our businesses and 
societies. And also, the discussion about which might be the ways in which worker 
cooperatives and self-managed businesses transform themselves without losing sight of 
their democratic and solidarity character. 

In general terms, the global panorama shows that this change has had a negative impact 
on the working conditions and living standards of the working classes. While new 
technologies promote the use of hypertechnification processes and of time and space 
reduction between production, distribution and consumption, where only some players 
have control over these production and value chains. The way in which the condition of 
workers deteriorates is alarming. In this way, we cannot just think that having a job or to 
receive a salary for our work ensures us not to be poor or marginalized. 

 
 

XIV Gender Equity Meeting 

Mainstreaming the Gender Perspective as an Opportunity for the Cooperative 
Movement 

 

The gender committee needs to be place for empowerment for women and an 
opportunity for the cooperative movement to become a main character of the Sustainable 
Development Goals, promoted by the United Nations. It should also aim at really 
mainstreaming the gender perspective within the cooperative movement. As central 
characters to have an influence on the establishment of governance policies with a gender 
perspective, what follows is proposed: 

• To adopt the concepts of the Cooperative Pact against Gender-based Violence from 
COOPERAR in a document that defines the Gender Policies within the Cooperatives of the 
Americas, including policies of prevention, visualization and eradication of all forms of 
violence towards women. 

• To carry out a study for the establishment of a basis for the state of gender-equity, 
in each of the cooperative member entities. 

• Defining measures for the assessment of the advance and impact of the 
implementation of the gender policy of the Cooperatives of the Americas. 

 
 

II Housing Cooperatives Meeting 
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In the housing field, the cooperatives have achieved positive results regarding the 
improvement of the life quality of members and the access to adequate housing for all the 
social sectors embracing solidarity. 

As house builders, we do not agree on the city being managed as a big opportunity market. 
We defend equitable access, democratic use of space and the committed and active 
participation of the State as a regulator and promoter of the right to decent housing and 
environment, especially the environment of the lower-income sectors of society. 

To go further on these common goals, we have constituted the ICA AMERICAS HOUSING 
NETWORK and we committed to its expansion and growth. 

 
 

Agricultural Cooperatives Meeting 
 

There is global unsustainability, but there are also national, regional, local and familiar 
expressions, in the State and in the organizations of society. That is why the rural and 
farming issue is in the dilemma of maintaining a concentrated, degrading and exclusive 
agri-food system or changing towards systems ensuring environmental sustainability, the 
democratization of production and consumption, food security and sovereignty, and 
ethnic and cultural diversity. The need and urgency for these changes signal the significant 
role of cooperatives and Family Farming. 

Even though the farming sector, the cooperative movement and the different types of 
Family Farmers deploy a great diversity, attentive to the commitment to the common good 
and life in the Planet, it is recommended: 

 To foster cooperative integration, as a contribution to the consolidation of 
networks that strengthen strategic alliances on the territories.  As members of 
these networks, Family Farming and the cooperative movement show 
potentialities that may expand significantly, in case of having a more adequate 
institutional framework and comprehensive and differentiated public policies. 

 To establish work agreements with research centers and services in order to have 
assistance to further technological and social innovation and the training that 
changes require. 

 To strengthen the links between the participant organizations of the Network of 
Agricultural Cooperatives of the Americas, Redacoop, so that their actions can 
enhance technological and social innovation, the training and awareness of 
cooperative members and all of the citizens in the Region. 
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