
 
 

CONTINENTAL CONGRESS ON COOPERATIVE LAW 
 

REGULATION 
 
 
 
 
Chapter I. General Provisions 
 
 
Article 1. The Continental Congress on Cooperative Law has been organized by 

Cooperatives of the Americas to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the First 

Continental Congress of Cooperative Law held in Mérida (Venezuela) back in November 

1969, with the support of the Costa Rican Bar Association. The Continental Congress on 

Cooperative Law will take place at the country’s Bar Association in the city of San José 

(Costa Rica) on November 20th, 21st and 22nd, 2019. 

 
Article 2. The purpose of this Congress is to contribute to the progress of Cooperative Law 

in America through the study and discussion of the proposals submitted for consideration. 

 
Chapter II. List of topics 
 
 
Article 3. The Congress will receive and discuss only the proposals that are presented on 

the following topics: 
 
1. The cooperative act. Legislative and jurisprudence reception. Effects on the different 

types of cooperatives (consumption, credit, associated work, utilities, etc.) 
 
2. Comparative cooperative law. Legislative harmonization. The cooperative principles and  
cooperative legislation  
3. Cooperative capital. Sources. Accounting treatment  
4. State supervision of cooperatives. Goals and limits. Self-control.  
5. The government of cooperatives. The difference with corporations  
6. Tax treatment of cooperatives. Different taxes 
 
 
Chapter III. Participants 
 
 
Article 4. Congress participants will be delegates, observers, special guests and honorary 

members. 



 
 
 
Article 5. Those who meet the following requirements shall be deemed as delegates:  
1. Those who are lawyers, law graduates or notaries domiciled in a country in America; 
 
2. To have registered in a timely manner and paid the corresponding tariff. 
 
 
 
Article 6. Observers are those who hold managerial and executive positions in cooperative 

organizations or in official entities related to them and who register as such and pay the 

corresponding fee. 

 
Article 7. Special guests are people who, because of their position in the cooperative or 

academic fields in their corresponding countries, are invited to participate by the organizing 

committee or the Board of Directors of the Congress. 

 
Article 8. Honorary members are people who are designated as such by the organizing 

committee or the board of directors of the Congress. 

 
Article 9. Participants in the Congress shall have the following rights: 
 
 

a) Delegates may participate in all sessions under the conditions established in this 

regulation; 
 

b) Observers may participate in all sessions, in which they will only be entitled to a 

say when expressly authorized.  
 

c) Special guests may be designated by the organizing committee to make 

presentations or participate in panels, as well as be consulted by the various 

sessions, as requested by their corresponding authorities; 
 

d) Honorary members will not intervene in the sessions unless they are in another 

category at the same time. 

 
Article 10. Participant registration will take place before the organizing committee which will 

examine if the applicant has the corresponding requirements and, if it is the case, will provide 

the corresponding credential. The rate will be US$ 300.- for delegates and observers in 

general and US$ 250 for young people under 35 years of age; for delegates and observers 



that also participate in the Regional Conference of Cooperatives of the Americas, the rate 

will be US$600 in general and $500 for young people under the age of 35; for both events. 

The fee must be covered when registering (Bank account in dollars for national and 

international transactions from the Banco Nacional de Costa Rica (National Bank of Costa 

Rica) No.100-02-000-605648-5 at the Banco Nacional de Costa Rica under the name of the 

International Cooperative Alliance, for national transactions from other banks to account 

C.C. 15100010026056480 No.605647-7 under the name of the International Cooperative 

Alliance, Corporate ID  No.3-003-123961) which will include the material of the Congress 

and lunches, coffee breaks and the welcome dinner along with the Regional Conference of 

Cooperatives of the Americas and the closing cocktail. 

 
Chapter IV. Proposals 
 
 
Article 11. The delegates who are enrolled and have covered the corresponding rate will 

be able to submit proposals about the topics included in the list of topics mentioned in 

Article 3. They must be between 5 and 10 A4 sized pages long with a single line spacing 

with the 12 size Times New Roman font and must be preceded by a summary no greater 

than half a page and indicate title, first and last name of the author and the topic covered. 

They must be emailed to dcracogna@estudiocracogna.com.ar and 

luisa.gherran@aciamericas.coop 

 
Article 12. Proposals must be submitted at the latest on October 18th, 2019. 
 
 
Article 13. The organizing committee is responsible for accepting the proposals that meet 

the requirements indicated and their allocation at the different commissions for their 

consideration. 

 
Chapter V. Congress Authorities 
 
 
Article 14. The Congress will have the following authorities: the Organizing Committee; the 

Board of Directors and the Commissions. 

 
Article 15. The organizing committee will be made up of the members of the Legal 

Commission of Cooperatives of the Americas and will oversee all tasks conducive to carrying 



out the Congress. Its duties will conclude once the Board of Directors is designated. 

 
Article 16. The Board of Directors will be made up of the members of the Legal Commission 

and the other members thereby designated. It will be made up of a president, a first vice 

president, a second vice president second, a third vice president, three secretaries and 

members. The Board will be the highest authority of the Congress and will resolve any issues 

that may arise during its development. 

 
Article 17. The president’s responsibilities are: 
 

1) enforce the regulation;  
2) chair over plenary sessions;  
3) take measures considered appropriate for the best development of the 

Congress;  
4) all other responsibilities not granted by the regulation to another authority. 

 
Article 18. The vice presidents replace the president in case of absence in the order of 

their appointment. 

 
Article 19. The secretaries will: 
 
 

a) organize and manage the work of their staff;  
 

b) prepare the minutes of plenary sessions; 
 

c) distribute the relevant documentation to commissions; 
 

d) coordinating the work of the commissions; 
 

e) perform the tasks assigned by the president. 
 
Article 20. Commission sessions scheduled in the program will be performed to study the 

topics for the Congress. The authorities of each session shall be: a president, a secretary 

and a facilitator designated by the organizing committee. 

 
Article 21. During commission sessions the proposals will be submitted and discussed, and 

an account of the proposal will be created to be presented in the session plenary. There will 

be no vote on the proposals. 

 
 



 
 

Chapter VII. Deliberations 
 
 
Article 22. The president of every commission session will organize the work assigning 

the author of every proposal a determined amount of time for their presentation keeping 

the number of proposals presented in mind. 

 
Article 23. The president will assign an amount of time for the debate of every proposal 

that allows for proper consideration with the participation of all session members and the 

possibility of a response by the speaker. 

 
Article 24. The secretary will collaborate with the president and with the facilitator in the 

development of the work of the commission and in the elaboration of the report that the 

facilitator will render in the plenary session. 

 
Chapter VIII. Final Provisions 
 
 
Article 25. Cooperatives of the Americas will remain as depository of the materials of the 

Congress and will provide the publication of corresponding annals. 

 


